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PREFACE

Chengyu Song, Mayor of Wujin

Wujin, called Yanling during the Spring and Autumn
Period ,has gone through more than 2,500 years since the King-
dom of Wu set up county here. Just like a dazzling jasper inlaid
among the Yangtze River,Lake Tai and Lake Ge, Wujin the
“Bright Taihu Pearl” is known to the whole country for its rich
products & resources sdevelopéd economy and numerous talents.

Connected with the River and Sea,Wujin lies in the south of
Jiangsu,on the Lake Tai Plain of the Yangtze Delta. It was hon-
oured “famous district to the East of the River,important region
in Mid Wu”, The Liangzhu Cultural Remains at Sidun has a his-
tory of five to six thousand years. Qur forefathers,enduring great
hardships in pioneer work,lived and multiplied on this land for
generations and generations. During the initial period of Zhou
Dynasty Taibo and Zhongrong,who abdicated and headed for the
South,brought the advanced culture of the Yellow River Valley
to Wujin, which promoted the economic & cultural development
in Lake Tai district and wrote a brilliant page of Wu Civilization.
During the Spring & Autumn and Warring States Period , Wujin,
then called Yanling,was the feud of Prince Jizha of the Kingdom
Wu. The Emperor Qigaodi and Liangwudi of Nan Dynasty were
both from Wujin. “Selected Works”compiled by Prince Xiaotong,
which has brought about the development of the Chinese litera-
ture and moulded the Wujin People’s general mood of valuing
culture, is honoured “the forbear of collected works”. After the
Tang and Song Dynasty outstanding personages emerged con-
stantly ,among whom were Tang Jingchuan well versed in both
polite letters & martial arts, Yun Nantian,populace poet Huang
Jingren,Hong Liangji,Zhao Yi and Zhang Huiyan,having left us
a lot of superb poems, calligraphy works and paintings through
the ages. In the contemporary history, more prominent figures




have appeared,such as the important leaders of CCP-Qu Qiubai,
Zhang Tailei and Yun Daiying, the two persons among the fa-
mous anti— Japanese aggression and save the nation “Seven Gen-
tlemen” Li Gongpu and Shi Liang,the well-known anti-Japanese
hero Feng Zhongyun,the great master of art Liu Haisu, drama-
tist Hong Shen, musician Zhao Yuanren,etc.

Since the establishment of new China, especially since the
enforcement of the reform and open policy, earth-shaking
changes have taken place in Wujin. A modern economic structure
has emerged)i. e. taking agriculture as foundation, industry as
thd principal part,high and new technology as the guiding fac-
tor ;the first,second and tertiary industry developing coordinate-
ly; internal and foreign trade accelerating mutually. Therefore,
Wujin,with its strong comprehensive economic strength ,occupies
a leading position among the 100 most powerful counties
(cities). In 1995,the whole city’s national output value reached
16. 4 billion yuan;the gross output value in industry and agricul-
ture accounted for 55. 6 billion yuan;the total volume of goods
supply for foreign trade exceeded 11. 1 billion yuan;the state
revenue hit 0. 746 billion yuan, which ranked the eighth among
the ten richest counties (cities) of China;the income for each
peasant amounted to 4,193 yuan. All these make Wujin first be-
come one of the eighty well-off counties (cities).

Waujin has long been famous for its talented personages and
abundant resources. It has an ideal environment for investment.
In July,1994,Wujin’s new city construction was approved as one
of the precedent projects on the Agenda for China’s 21st Century
and the only example in sustainedly developmental community
plan and construction of county-level cities,which gives Wujin an
unprecedented opportunity for development as well as an exten-
sive field for businessmen to cooperate and invest in. We cordially
welcome all the friends both at home and abroad to come to Wu-
jin for realizing their grand goal! I believe the book “An Overall
View of Wujin” compiled by Local Annals Office will be a useful
tool for readers to understand Wujin|
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