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Beautiful Scenery

Pingliang is situated in the eastern part of Gansu Province as the
junction of Gansu, Shangxi and Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region. It
borders Qingyang, Xianyang and Baoji (Shanxi) in the east and
south direction, and it borders Dingxi in the west and Guyuan
(Ningxia) in the north. Now, with one district (Kongtong) and six
counties (Jingchuan, Lingtai, Chongxin, Huating, Zhuanglang,
Jingning) under its jurisdiction, Pingliang covers an area of 11,000
square kilometers and has a population of 2.24 million. Pingliang
region, with Longshan Mountain as its spine, connects gully area of
the loess plateau in the east and gully area of loess hilly land in the
west. Pingliang region is dotted with seductive natural and
humanistic spots, and the scenery of mountains and rivers is of
enchanting beauty. Pingliang possesses one place of 5A—grade tourist
destination, 8 places of 3A—grade and 2A—grade destination in
China.

The world renowned Kongtong Mountain, the birth place of
Taoism, lies 12 km west to the City of Pingliang, which is a national
major place of interest, national 5A—grade tourist zone and national
geographical park. Kongtong Mountain possesses seductive natural
scenery, dotted with ancient and exquisite humanistic spots, whose
summit is 2123 meters above sea level, amid which are continuous
peaks and upright cliffs. Beautiful forests, dense fog, and enchanting
lakes make Kongtong Mountain like a saint place. The scenery of



Kongtong Mountain varies in 4 seasons and the mountain is
attractive and enchanting. Therefore it has long been named as

“the shrine mountain in the west” and “a marvelous spectacle
in the west” . Cultural spots consist of 8 altars, 9 palaces and 12
yards whose architecture is grand and refined. Chinese civilized
ancestor Huang Di once consulted Guang Chengzi about Taoism
here. Ying Zheng (first emperor of the Qin Dynasty) and Emperor
Wu of the Han Dynasty also paid a visit here. Sima Qian, Li Bai,
Du Fu, Bai Juyi, Lin Zexu and Tan Citong visited Kongtong and
left poetry works for praise.

Huishan Mountain, lying to the west of Jingchuan Town, is
famous in China according to the fairy story that it is the
birthplace of the Queen Mother of the west and the place of her
ancestors' temples. Huishan Mountain is in the shape of a pyramid
with the Jin River and the Rui River meeting at its foot. The
Palace of the Queen Mother is perched at the summit with grand
architecture. According to historic records, King Mu of the Zhou
Dynasty and Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty once came here.
The grottoes of Huishan Mountain, dug in Beiwei Period, are
exquisite and vivid.

Ancient Lingtai altar was built in the Shang Dynasty after King
Wen of the Zhou State conquered Mixu State where he performed

sacrificial rites to heaven. It has undergone damages and now
erects in the center of the town of Lingtai County, towering
upwards into the sky, accompanied with an architecture group of
steles and corridors, full of cultural charm.

Yunya Temple, national forestry park amid Guanshan
Mountain, lies 28 km east to the town of Zhuanglang County,
which is perched on the edge of cliffs overlooking the Luo River.

Dragon Spring Temple ( “natural potted landscape” in east
Gansu) is situated deep in the Rui Valley, 2 km north to the town
of Chongxin County, hidden amid woods and with steams
flowing by. An old cypress grows on the cliff behind the temple,
which is a miraculous spectacle.

Lianhuatai altar (Lotus altar) , amid Guanshan Mountain, is 35
km northwest to the town of Huating County, named after a
lotus—shaped stone, where Ying Zheng (first emperor of the Qin
Dynasty) performed sacrificial rituals to heaven.

Liuhu Lake in Pingliang City has a history of about 1000 years
and is famous in eastern Gansu in which grow about 100

“Zuogong Willows” (named after Zuo Zongtang, an official in
the Qing Dynasty). “The snow of willow catkins against
sunshine in Liuhu Lake” is ome of the eight spectacles in
Pingliang.
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A distant view of Kongtong Mountain
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Spring scenery of Kongtong Mountain

Summer scenery of Kongtong Mountain
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Autumn scenery of Kongtong Mountain
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‘Winter scenery of Kongtong Mountain 2
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Fog of Kongtong Mountain
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The guests—greeting pine of Kongtong Mountain
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‘The Thunder Peak of Kongtong Mountain
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Saint Kongtong Mountain
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Dreamland of Kongtong Mountia
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Cloud sea of Kongtong Mounhtain
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