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On the auspicious occasion of the re-
turn of Macao to China, the author wishes
to dedicate this book as a gift of celebration.

The precious land of the lotus brings
us prosperity;

With the blessing of the flowers,we are
enjoy good health and longevity.
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THE SONG OF
“BI-FLOWERED LOTUS”

The long cultivated Chinese lotus,

Her colour, fragrance, taste and lingering charm— all excellent.
Now even her bi—flowered elite cultivar

is just blooming floriferously under the hot summer’s sunlight.
Oh, our “bi-flowered lotus”,

You are the symbol of beauty,

You are the model of mutual-aid,

Mutually supported and completed,

Mutually obtained and succeeded

Reciprocally complementary and promoted

All results in success—splendid and brilliant!

You are becoming the jewel of water plants,

You are the king of flowers during the season hot.

* ok ok ok

China, the centre of distribution and production of lotus in the world,
Yet long misunderstood that India is her centre motherland.

It is your valuable contribution that:

By finding literature and references, thinking and searching, and by
making investigations and deep study,

Especially the late old professor Xu Ren you asked

Who knew India very much as a famous palaco-botanist.

At the sacred place where Buddha gave lessons,

There was along a swampland,

Wild plants grown were nearly water-lilies almost.

China indeed is the centre of origin of the lotus

This charming flower has been cultivated by our ancestors for a very
long time past.

She thus grown vigourously and spread widely,

Nearly all over our whole motherland!

¥ k %k %

For the natural distribution of the lotus,

You have very thoroughly investigated and studied.

From many places of Heilongjiang in the Northern-East,

You found wild lotus in many swamps called “Pao Zi";

And to Qiu Bei County of Yunnan Province in the southern—west,
Where you’ visited and very much appreciated,



Five thousand mows lakes at Pu Zhe He

From wild forms to ornamental cullivars highly developed,
All widely distributed and with [ame spread,

Around over our vast and lovely motherland!

- E X %k ok

As to the classification of lotus cultivars,
i You have kept your accomplishments constantly improved.
ifou are anxious to extension of “dual classification system”.

"It has been applicd for lotus cultivars and many times revised.
“Your efforts have resulted in some three hundred odd cultivars.
Be systematically classified and well arranged
As outstanding and characteristic system for lotus classification,
Wishing it to have final success and with fame widespread!

* ok k ¥

: &*mns of seedling selection, polyploid breeding to cross—
breeding (distant),
Your best technique and skill is cultivar improvement.
From-1979, through ten years' efforts,
162 Chinese lotus (ormamental) cultivars were obtained.
And as a result of furher ten years’ hard work,
You have cultivars summing up to 300 odd,
Oh, from fhe 33 cultivars described on a lotus book in 1808,
Within 200 years increased enormously to two hundred and ninety odd,
Mostly by means of recent years’ cutivar improvement.
You bi-flowered lotus are making huge contributions,
You are fighting bravely and your fame meanwhile becoming vast!

* ¥ k¥ %k

“The Continued Treatise on Chinese Lotus” and

“The Treatise on Chinese Lotus™ are sister books,

In ten years been successively published.

You have organized and cultivated the sister books enthusiastically,
You really mutually beloved and respected,

Then mutually obtained and succeeded,

Helping each other in a same boat,

Reciprocally completed and remedied,

To become more and more charming,

And to be more and more flourishing indeed!

Chen Junvu
(Professor of Ornamental Plants,
Beijing Forestry University, 1999.7.12)
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Foreword

The years have gone by since we edited the book {Chinese
Lotus Flower Cultivars) in 1989 The book was a summary of our 25
years work.We continued the work in 1990’ s and obtained fruitful
results. The pracictal technical achievements was compiled into a
small book called {lotus flower), published by Shanghai Science
and Technology Publishing House in 1998 as a Volume of the series
book of Chinese Traditional Flowers, edited by Professor Shuxong
Yu. Most of the results are compiling into this book,{Chinese Lotus
Flower Cultivars-Continued) (we call it (Continued) for short),
the name of this book is from the continuity of the previous book,
it 15 a sister book of the previous one.

In the «Continued), the research results of the natural
distribution, habitat,characters and features, germplasm resources
origin enriched the evidence of the theory that China is the origin
place of lotus. The development history of lotus were divided into
five stage,those are imtial developing stage, developed stage, flourishing
stage,' decline stage, and fast developing stage. We hope this will be
of use for further inquiry of lotus development history. In this book
we use “Dual classification system” for ornamental plants, and
create the new lotus flower classification system,which make a big
pace forwawd for the lotus cultivar classification. As for the breeding
and applications, the most advanced progresses in those areas were
introduced. For example,the establishment of gene pool of lotus
plant in China Lotus Flower Research Institute,the outer space
breeding of white lotus in Guangchang of Jiangxi Province,the
design and construction of “The world of lotus flowers” m Sanshui
City, Guangdong Province and so on. There are tramendous contents

of lotus flower culture in China, the book will be valueless if there
is no 1nclusion of this part, plus some of the contents are connected
with cultivars. Therefore, we add a large chapter of “Gorgeous
Lotus Culture”,we believe that there must be a lot of omits, but we
hope that the reader can get some preliminary picture and to
increase understanding of the lotus flower culture “Brief description
of the cultivars” 1s the key part of the book, 170 cultivars were
mtroduced. Among those cultivars, apart from several collected
traditional ones, most of which are raised by lotus fans and reserchers
throughout the country in 1990’ s. Comparing with the previous
162 cultivars described in the first book ten years ago, the cultivars
described i this book have higher quality, the ornamental value is
mcreased apparently The total cultivars included in the two books
are up to 332. The morphological structure and ecological feature of
the lotus flower described in detail 1n the first book will not be
described here any more.

In order to communicate with outer world easily,the{Continued)
1s published in Chinese with English translation. There are about
340,000 words in total, plus 80 color pictures in the context and 170
cultivar portrait photographs We try to make this book in good
quality both in 1ts text and picture and readable to all the readers.
To combine scientific, knowledgeable, practical, and readable features
together. This is only our hope, the oulcome has to be commented
by our readers.

The selected cultivars in {Continueddare mostly recorded from
the plant growing in the gene pool of China Lotus flower Research
Center.The following mstitutons provided their new cultivar resources
for this book: Jinzhou Technical School of Hubei Province; Quyuan
Fenghe Park of Hangzhou City; Beijing Botanical Garden, China
Academy of Sciences; Wuhan Botarucal Garden, China Academy of
Sciences; Jiangpu Lotus Growing Farm of Nanjing City. Whereas
the photographs and documents of new cultivars were provided by
following Institutions. Vegetable Research Institute of Hunan Academy
of Agricultural Sciences, Guangchang White Lotus Research Institute
of Jiangxi Province, Shanghai Botanical Garden, Shanghai Daguan
Park: People’ s Park of Xuchang. The materials mentioned above
made this book more informative. We are grateful to all those
mstitutions for their kind support and help.

At the beginming of 1990" s. Mr. Jie Wang, the vice mayor of
Wuhan city arranged special budget for the construction of gene
pool of lotus flower, which improved our research condition greatly.
We like to thank following friends and leaders for encouragements
and concerrung to us m various ways. Those are:Mr Shuzhi Hui, the
director of East Lake Scenic Spots Bureau. and vice director,Mr.
Yuanxiang Zhang, The secretary general of Wuhan Landscape
Architecture Bureau, Mr.Changfan Wang, and the director Mr. Lin
Zhan, general engineer Chang Chen; The consultant of China Florists
Association, Mr Ganhang Wang, and former director of Wuhan
Landscape Architecture Bureau, Mr. Qingchun Meng, Mr. Qingke
Lu, and Vice general engineer Mr. Shuchang Bi.

During the period of compiling of this book, following friends
offer the scientific gmde-in various way and we lhike to express our
sincerely thanks to all of them. Those are: Professor Shuxun Yu and
Professor Minshen Xu of Beijing Botamcal Garden of China Academy
of Science, Professor Jiale Li of Beijing Landscape Architecture
Bureau; Professor Qixiang Zhang of Beijing Forestry University;
Professor Zhenqian Wu of Shanghai Landscape Architecture Bureau;

sanramas 2= [
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Professor Wer Chen of Tianjin Landscape Architecture Bureau; Senior
engineer Xiangzhen Feng of Hangzhou Landscape Architecture Bureau;
Senior engineer Yande Li of Suzhou Landscape Architecture Bureau;
Senior engineer Guangliang Liu of White Lotus Research Institute of
Guangchang; Semior engineer Shangzhi Li of Honghu Lake Park of
Shenzhen; Chinese—American horticulturist Yingchun Shen,
Horticulturist Shouji Xue of Beying; Mr Baozhen Gao, the vice
director of Huay1 Flower Arrangement School of Beijing, Mr. Cu
Hua, the chief journalist of Xinhua News Agency, Famous
Photographer, Mr. Yuanhao Ma; Photographer Ming Zhang: and
our elder academic Brothers Professor Difei Lu, Professor Mingding
Xia, Professor Zhengkun Xia, Professor Zhugong Xiong, Professor
Dezhong Tong, Professor Qingdong Kong, and eldex academic sister,
Professor Yunxian Wan. Thanks are not only due to the academic
guidance and help of the research, but also due to providing data
and the hospitality they offered during our investigation.

Sernor engineer Mingsong Chen of Urban Construction Research
Instiute of China Construction Ministry did research on Buddhism,
the article he wrote, “lotus flower and Buddhism”, have very rich
content. But we can not include the whole article in this book
because of the limit of the length of the book. We concentrate the
article into a short one and Mr. Chen did not mund at all. Our
ancestor said “To touch one deepest is the feeling”. we thank Mr.
Chen for his understanding. Engineer Donglai Wang, used his rest
time to study computer and worked out the computer management
system of lotus cultivars, the section of “the data base and service
system of lotus cultivars” of this book was written by him. During
the 10 years research of lotus flower, our work were supported by
the former director and present director of East Lake Flowers and
Mumature Art Research Institute of Wuhan, engineer Zhenhua Huang
and senior engineer X1 Feng. Our partners Mr Yongfu Lu, Mr.
Yipin Pan, Xiong Gao, and Changshen Gao all contributed for this
book, we like to thank them as well.

We like to give our special thanks to two senior scientists One
is Professor Xuke Cheng. the former director of Shanghai Landscape
Architecture Bureau. She expressed her sympathy to our research
condition at the beginning of 1980 s, which still unforgetable up till
now. In 1996, she chaired the 1dentification mecting of the construction
of gene pool of lotus flower and appraised our research achievements
fully. She also promoted a motion for the increase of the research
support of lotus flowers in the meeting Recently we ask her to
write a few words for our book and she wrote without any
hesitation. Her words expressed her real idea and give us further

PRFLRHEE L5

incentives for research. Another one 1s our teacher, Academician of
Chine Academy of Engineering, Professor Junyu Chen of Beijing
Forestry University In 1963, when we were 1n the fogs of selecting
subject, he showed us to deal with lotus flowers. From that tune on,
we started our life of loving lotus flowers. Any of our achievements
in the research of lotus flowers in the past several decades is
connected with his guidance and help. Nowadays, Professor is in the
age of 80-90, and stil working diligently and concerning our work
very meticulously. Wherever there is difficulty, he gave us guidance.
Our several books on lotus flowers in 1980° s, were corrected by
hum word by word, even the punctuation mark and single characters
He wrote a poem for the preface of this book to express his love of
lotus and to encourage us. The serious academic attitude and always
ready to help others spirit 1s always a good example for us to learn.

The famous socialist. Buddhist, poet, the Vice Chairman of
National Consultative Congress Mr. Puchu Zhao offered his calligraphy
to our book front cover twice. We like to express our truthful
thanks to him

Ten years have passed by just in a glimpse since the publication
of first book Some of those senior scientists and old friends who
have helped us 1in our work have passed away. Those are Fenhuai
Chen, Juyuan Wang, Wencai Zhang, Xiangzhong Sun, Jianchu Fang.
Gefang Yuan, Yuqiu Yao, Shihan Liu, Nangang Ba and Hao Wang.

The flag and emblem of Macao all use the patterm of lotus
flower. The time when our book 1s come to the world 1s the time
of Macao’ s return to 1ts Motherland. The authors like to take this
book as a gift to celebrate Macao’ s returrung.

How short 1s life. We used most of life to deal with lotus
flower. We were much more concerning this book since we were 70
years old. The book 1s finushed at last. what a relieve 1t 15 However,
there are still too much work have to be done on lotus. With the
reform of China, the research condition 1s getting better. However,
we are getting old and the force for scientific research is decreasing.
We hope that there will be new comers to take over the project and
write more beautiful episode in 21 century.

Because of the limitation of our knowledge, there must be
mistakes huding in the books. We sincerely appreciate all the critical
opmion and corrections from our senior generation of scientists,
academic peers and the fans of lotus flower

Qichao Wang
Xinyan Zhang
Apirl 28th ,1998 in Wuchang, Wuhan, P. R.China
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