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Abstract

Fauna of Rare and Endangered Species of

Vertebrates in Northwestern China

The present work deals with the rare and endangerad species of varte-
brates in Northwestern China (i, e, Shaanxi, Gansu, Ningxia, Qinghsi,
Xinjiang Provinces),143 species of vertebrates which belong to 86 genera,
35 families, 20 orders and 5 classes have been recorded, Under each spe
cies, there is given the scientific name, English and Russian name, verna
cular names, English abstracts, morphological characteristics, ecological
habits, geographical distributions, economic values, population sizes and
current protective measures, Among the items, ecological habitats are
attached great importance to describe, because these are becoming more
and more important to workers of nature reserves and zoologists, Many re-
searchers hope to grasp ecological knowledge, so as to strengthen their
ability to enact plans and instruct production,

Northwestern China has 39.35% of the species of protected vertebrates
in China, Among the 143 species of protected animals, there are 52 spec-
ies of mammals, 84 species of birds, 2 species of reptiles, 2 species of am-
phibians, and 3 species of fish, About 30 species of wildlife are endemic
to China, such as golden monkeys, giant pandas, tufted deer white lipped
deer, wild yak, tibetan gazelle, tibetan antelope, tibetas wild asses,
takins, tarim hares, Chinese mergansers, Chinese hazel grouse, pheasant
grouse, biood pheasants, Tibetan eared pheasants, blue eared pheasants,
golden pheasants, Chinese monals, black neched crames, giant salamande-
rs; brachymystax lenoks, xinjiang large head fish and so on,Most of them
are listed in the Red Data Book of IUCN and in appendix I and II of CIT-
ES. These animals are part of China’s natural historical heritage and rep-

resent valuable wealth for human beings, We must always protect them
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2 Abstract

and hope that their populations prosper,

In the past many animals were illicitly caught and killed in their nati-
ve haunts every year, Their habitats sometimes arc destr(;yed because of
human economic activity and living environments oftcn are polluted, The
refore, many species of animals are rare, Some of the woodland and aqua-
tic animals have been reduced both in number and range distribution in
Northwestern China, such as the giant pandas, golden monkeys,common ot-
ters, crested ibis, Chinese mergansers, horned grebes, giant salamanders,
hucho taimen etc, Their present status has bcen made the focal point in the
records in this book,

At the present time, 59 nature reserves have bcen established in Nort-
hwestern China,which amount to 4,78% of the total territory of the region,

In order to further strengthen the management of wild animals, the Sta-
te Council promulgated the “Protective Constitution of Wild Animals of
the people’s Republic of China”  This has greatly chancged since the Const-
itution was promulgated, The local people, in most of the places, have at-
tached great importance to protcctive measures, Therefore, some rare prot-
ected species can be seen often around the local residential areas, Some
examples are; red deer; white-lipped deer; takin; golden pheasant; blue
eared pheasantysnow cock; etc,This will certainly make a great contributi-
on to the conservation of ecological blance, rarc species, natural resourc-
es, and will also be beneficial to the development of science, culture,
education, health, recreation and tourism etc, A

The book also contains 105 line-drawings, 20 coloured pictures, aand 51
distribution maps,In addition, the collection and breeding of vertebrates,
the census method of determining the quantity of terrestrial vertebrates,
the breeding of rare animals, and the protection and management of rare

or endangered wild animals are discussed in the appendix,
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