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‘Preface

The annals — compiling boasts a unique, age ~ old, national and cultural traditionin China. Local
annals has played an incomparable role in forging the nation’ sunity and solidarity through the ages.
As the saying goes, he who rules the worldiakes history as a mirror, while he who rules the state takes
annals as a mirror. Therefore, it is generally acknowledged that local annals assists the govemment,
enlightens the people, and preserves history. Nowadays it contributes to upholdingand promoting the
fine cultural traditions of Our nation to compile new local annalswith socialist fingerprints, which is a
vital project in building the Chinese advancedculture, as well as a lifelong undertaking in linking the
past and the future, servingthe present and the generations to come.

Since the reign of Emperor Qianlong(1736 - 1796) of the Qing Dynasty(1644 - 1911), The An-
nals of Nanchang County has been compiled seven times. Thepresent edition is a sequel of last one as
well as the eighth edition. with an intervalOf 19 years, an important period since China began the re-
form and opening to theoutside world in 1978. Thanks to the leadership of Nanchang County Commit-
tee ofthe Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and Nanchang County Govemnment, firscientific develop-
ment perspectives, down — to — earth work and bravery in innovation. the county has seen a remarkable
achievement in economic construction. cultur andideological construction, and political civilization.
constrution The people in ruraland urban areas cherish the earth - shaking changes in food, clothing,
shelter, transportation and amusement.

It has been three years since The Annals of Nanchang County(1 986.2004)began its compila-
tion and revision in October, 2001 . The book, which is under theguidance of Marxism — Leninism, Mao
Zedong Thought , Deng Xiaoping Theory ofBuilding Socialism with Chinese Fingerprints, and the CCP’
S "ThreeRepresentatives” , which represent the development requirements of China’Sadvanced social
productive forces. the progressive course of China’ s advancedculture, and the fundamental interests of
the people. and is based on dialecticalmaterialism and historical materialism, which iS mainly con-
cemed with the localcharacteristics and the features of the times, gives a complete, objective. and real
account of the past nineteen — year developments in economics, politics. culture. society, etc. of our
county. It plays a multitude of roles, among which are as follows.

The book provides full and accurate data for further promotion of the reformand opening to the
outside world, and modemization drive. The present epoch is highly developed in information, without
which there would be no shecess in our causes. It should be kept in mind that historical data is a kind
of resource . Historical materials in the annals serve as a reference in social activities. The new edi-
tion, which collects, codifies, and records history, not only accumulates data for future generations, but
also functions as an advisor for those from all walks of life in order for them to facilitate system inno-
vation and speed up development.

The book also acts as lively teaching materials for the people in our county, especially young-
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sters. It helps to cultivate their love for their homeland and motherland. Today the Chinese national
ideologies, with patriotism as their core, are given priority. The patriotism is rooted in the love for
homeland,, which calls for your all - around understanding of it, including its scenery, resources, histo-
1y, to name just a few.The annals satisfies the above — mentioned purposes. As it records the things
and persons familiar to us, the book is persuasive and influential incomparison to other teaching mate-
rials

The compilation of the eighth edition also helps to unite those from all walks of life in the coun-
ty, SO that they can give full play to their talents and make contributions to the construction of Three
Civilizations” . namely , civilization inmaterial, politics, culture and ideology . Thanks to widespread co-
ordination andcooperation, sincere unity and concerted efforts, especially laborious work of the three
leaders of the Annals and Local Name Office and other compilers, the book has come into publication.

To sum up, this book is a crystallization of many ~ year’S efforts of all the workers of the office.
Without their perspiration the book could not come out in time and its quality could not be guaran-
teed. On behalf of Nanchang County Committee of the CCP and the County Government, we would like
to avail ourselves of this opportunity to extend Our high salutations and heart — felt thanks to those
who have helped to make this book a reality. At the same time it iS expected that the book will play

an appropriate role in serving the present,and assisting its readers in understanding the past.

Yang weidong assistant inspector of Nanchang Municipal Committee of the CCP, and secretary
of Nanchang County Committee of the CCP.
Zhang Xiaofang Magistrate of Nanchang County Government.
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