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Foreword One

After four years of hard work, the latest Annals of Nanpi County (1987 —2006) finally finished
its compilation and are going to be published. This is a major achievement of our work on local annals
as well as a much—expected event of the people of the whole county.

As an old saying goes, “writing history during a prosperous age”. These annals, from January 1*
1987 to December 31% 2006, are the sequels to the 1992 edition Annals of Nanpi County . These two
decades is a critical period that witnessed the boom of reform and opening—up and the rapid develop-
ment of all undertakings. Under the leadership of the County Party Committee and the County Gov-
ernment, the industrious people of Nanpi took economic development as the central task. Around the
goal of building a moderately prosperous society in an all—round way, by emancipating the mind, see-
king truth from the facts, advancing with the times, pioneering in innovation and striving to overcome
difficulties, the overall strength of the county has been leapfrogged, the urban and rural landscape has
undergone tremendous changes, all—round progress has been made in all social undertakings, people’
s livelihood has been significantly improved, and Nanpi, once an ancient land, is taking on new vigor
and vitality. To record and pass down the brilliant achievements made by the people of Nanpi and its
process not only lies in the responsibility and mission of the County Party Committee and the County
Government, but also meets the expectations of the Party members, cadres and the general public. To
this end, since June 2007, the County Party Committee and the County Government launched the
compilation of the Continued Annals of Nanpi County , and set up the Compilation Committee and of-
fice. Thanks to the hard work and unremitting efforts of the staff, the annals were finished within
four years, and are now ready to meet the readers.

There are altogether 29 parts and 1. 5 million Chinese characters in the Continued Annals of the Nanpi
County . Guided by the scientific outlook on development and with the economic and social development as the
main line, the annals authentically recorded the tremendous changes took place in various industries in Nanpi
County over the past two decades by analyzing the law of things with dialectical materialism and historical ma-
terialism and grasping the context of development. The annals provide both macroscopic and microcosmic per-
spectives, To government officials, the annals could serve as a mirror that reflects the rise and fall of dynas-
ties, with which they can tell right from wrong and grasp the direction for future development. To the people,
the annals could serve as guides to help them better understand the overall picture of their hometown and the
hard—won development, so as to cherish the happy lives today. The annals have immeasurable significance in
terms of preserving history, education and assisting administration,

Studying history gives us a better understanding of the present, thus forge ahead into the future,
The purpose of compiling the annals is to show respect for the ancestors, inspire the contemporary
people and enlighten future generations, so as to make contributions to the hometown. The publica-
tion of the annals just marks the completion of the “knowing the past” phase; what’s more important
is standing from the present and look forward to the future, At present, the County Party Committee
and the County Government are rallying all the efforts to building a new Nanpi with harmony, pros-
perity and strength, We hope that all the people of Nanpi, Party members in particular, could attach
great importance to reading and using the annals. Taking the annals as a mirror, we will develop our
strong points and avoid our weaknesses. We will unite as one and forge ahead with determination, so
as to bring a brighter future to Nanpi!

During the compilation of the annals, leaders from the provincial and municipal chronicles compil-
ation offices have paid several visits to Nanpi and gave us guidance and support. Many professionals,
senior exports and scholars have put forward valuable suggestions. Prominent figures in the Party,
government, army and other fields of Nanpi origin who work at other places have paid great attention
to the compilation and provided numerous valuable sources, enabling us to successfully finish the
work. Herein, we would like to extend our sincere thanks to them all!

Bei Jun, Secretary of Nanpi County Party Committee
Zhang Jinjiang, Mayor of the People’s Government of Nanpi
July, 2011
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Foreword Two

The People’s Government of Nanpi and the Local Chronicles Compilation Committee of Nanpi in-
vited me to write a foreword for Annals of Nanpi County (1987 — 2006) . Since Nanpi is my home-
town, I’m humbled to take the task rendered by my hospitable folks,

Annals to a county are history to a country. Compiling local chronicles is a fine tradition of the
Chinese nation. In my opinion, history should not be severed and spirits should be passed down. Only
by knowing the past can we better understand the present, likewise, reviewing yesterday is for the fu-
ture generation. Annals of Nanpi County (1987 —2006) , after many revisions of the draft in the past
four years, are finally finished and published. T am truly happy to see the publication of the annals
which bear the distinctive features of our times as well as unique local color,

Annals of Nanpi County (1987 — 2006) , a continuation of the previous annals, recorded the
twenty years from 1987 to 2006. It was during these crucial twenty years of reform, opening—up and
development that the industrious, brave, modest and warm people of Nanpi made great efforts to pio-
neer and progress on this ancient land, creating one miracle after another. As a native of Nanpi, I {eel
deeply heartened by all the progress, development and changes here. When I went back to Nanpi to
visit my family in the 1980s, the beginning of the reform and opening—up, the household contract re-
sponsibility system was being implemented in the rural area to solve the problem of food and clothing.
Profound social changes brought by the system made people feel the thriving of all undertakings in
Nanpi and see the ancient county taking on a new look. I returned to my hometown four times during
the following twenty years, and I saw for myself the rapid development and dramatic changes here.
Now Nanpi is home of hardware machinery, a processing and distribution center of cotton and the lar-
gest ’production base for glassware export in North China. Over the past twenty years, the GDP of
Nanpi has increased 15. 8 folds, fiscal revenue 18. 5 folds and fixed asset investment 180 folds. With
their affection, perseverance, sense of responsibility and integrity, the people of Nanpi have made re-
markable achievements. A new Nanpi with infinite vitality and flourishing development is rising on the
central and south plain of Hebei!

The new Annals of Nanpi County (1987 —2006) contain 29 parts and more than a million Chinese
characters, with narrations, biographies, pictures and tables. It recorded the tides of history, the de-
velopment of various industries and the changes of the society. It didn’t avoid mentioning the tortuous
journeys, the rights and the wrongs. It recorded all the gaps, successes and failures, losses and gains,
I sincerely hope that all people of Nanpi could pay high attention to the reading and use of the annals.
Taking the annals as a mirror, we can advance with the times, score new achievements and pursue in-
novation, so as to make contribution to the building of a new harmonious Nanpi.

We inherit the past for a better future. Since the elder generations have already written a glorious
chapter, I’m fully convinced that the people of Nanpi, at a new historical stating point, and with their
diligence and wisdom, will make even more brilliant achievements in line with the requirement of the
history and the times, and write a even more magnificent chapter for the present.and future genera-
tions,

Wang Meng
July, 2011
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