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Preface

Our district is located at the right bank of the Haihe River. What does right
bank mean? It means that the Haihe River flows to the southeast from Sanchaku
and merges into the Bohai Sea; Our district is in the right of the Haihe River— —
— —we usually call the left east, right west. There is another district named
Hexi that got the name from right bank. Here we must distinguish them because
they could be easily confused. The confusion is the name of the river. The Haihe
River, means the sea river. How did it get its name? It seems unlikely to be a
problem. It can be understood superficially that the sea river means that a river
flows to the sea. But, there are several rivers flowing to the Bohai Sea. How has
only the Haihe River got the name of the sea river? So the Haihe River has its
own profound meaning. In Tang Dynasty, the Haihe River was called Zhigu. In
Song and Liao Dynasties, Yang Liulang (original name is Yang Yanzhao) and
his military troops garrisoned in three strategic passes (Gaoyang, Wagiao and
Yijin). The people of Song Dynasty called the river the Border River. In ancient
time, the Chinese word border was pronounced gai. Today in southern China, it
is still called gai. After several centuries, the border river was called the Haihe
River according to the similarity of their pronunciation. If we research it more
deeply, the history will tell us: In ancient time, the Yéllow River once flew
through Zhigu to the Bohai Sea. In Song Dynasty, Zhigu was a part of the Yel-
low River. Due to this reason, the people called this river the gai river. It can be
deduced that this river has changed its name several times in the history, from
Zhigu to the Gai River, from the Gai River to the Haihe River. It indicates that
the name of the Haihe River is very meaningful, at least including three mean-

ings: water conservancy, transportation and culture of the Yellow River, poli-



tics and military affairs in Song Dynasty, oceanic resources and river transporta-
tion. From above we know that the Haihe River has a very profound meaning.

After we clarifying the meaning of the Haihe River, we can just talk about
its right bank. The right bank is also called the southeast bank. It can be traced
to Yang Liulang years. At that time, the people of our district belonged to Song
kingdom, not Liao kingdom. So we can know that the right bank, the military
posts, Nigu and Sannu were all in the bank of this river and they were the
strategically important places. Zhigu town of Jin kingdom was in today’s
Dazhigu, the left bank. Today, when the people here play chess, they always
write down the Yellow River as the border on the chessboard. This is the con-
vention of Song Dynasty. It also indicates that the right bank was called Haixia,
but the left was not. There were a lot towns in the left, but several ports in the
right. All the above are important to the understanding of the characteristics of
this district. The purpose of clarifying above points is to show the contribution
made by the editors of this annals —— — — — — verified that Sannuyan of Song
Dynasty was in today’s Shuanggang, which is in the right bank of river (the di-
rector of Annals Editorial Office wrote a research paper to verify it). This is re-
ally a miracle of archaeology. When Sannuyan is mentioned, I still remember
that I initially knew it when I was very young. At that time I felt that this name
(Later it was called Sanhe. ) was very fantastic and began to doubt that the his-
torical records were not reliable. But I believed that it was necessary to verify it, .
but did not have time to do it. I also got another idea that Sannuyan may be in
other place and irrelevant to our district—— — — I have never imagined that this
time the Annals Editorial Committee found the places of the ancient Sannuyan
and Sanheyan. It is a miracle. It has been damaged for thousand years and no-
body can figure out where it is. This discovery powerfully shows off the out-
standing achievements of this annals. Many people respect it.

There is a well —known adage that long time ago our district was a part of
the sea. In fact, this district was not only a part of the sea but also a river bank.

The ancient Bohai Sea was larger than it is today. Almost all today’s Hebei



