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Preface

“Lanzhou Relics™ compiled by Lanzhou Museum has
been published to promote socialist construction in moral
culture, which 1s indeed very significent.

Lanzhou is located 1n the geographical center and 1s
one of famous cities 1n the history of our country, whose
history can be dated back to about five thousand years.
With a great number of relics and places of historic
interest, Lanzhou attracts thousands of visitors at home and
abroad each year. At present, Lanzhou is being built into a
northwestern commercial and trade center, therefore, it is
necessary for personage at home and abroad to keep abreast
of its today and past. "Lanzhou Relics”, based on Lanzhou’s
long history, depending on abundant stored relics and
combining Knowledgeability with popularity, i1s a good
readable book.

To make 1t convenient for people to get to know
Lanzhou, "Lanzhou Relics”, by means of history linking
some valuablerelics such as various plainted pottery of
Majiayao relics of Lanzhou in the Neolithic Age, Ing Paper
of the East Han Dynasty and Long Volume of Thousand-w-
ord Calligraphv of Su King unearthed in our area and
hollowed-outjade-carving hairpin of a Budhisattva holding a
baby unearthed in Bailyr Temple of the Ming Dynasty,
giving expression to the local characteristics of Lanzhou
relics.

"Lanzhou Relics™, using lucid and lively pictures and
plain directions. introduces profound appreciating knowle-
dge to broad masses of readers in a popular way, making
readers easy to understand, lost in reverie and getting
gratified. The coming out of this book introucing Lanzhou’s
history offers readers a goodchance.

"Lanzhou Relics”™ may also serve as a nice history
textbook for students of universities and colleges as well as
middle schools, which 1s very helpful in carrying out the
ebucation in dialectical and historical materialism and the
development of patriotic ideology and morality of students
and pupits.

"Lanzhou Relics™1s a good book, too, for promoting
cultural exchange with the world, whose publication and
circulation favours to better know, understand Lanzhou, as
a result, making greater contributions to the construction
of Lanzhou, so this book can play a nonfungible role in the
course of improvement of investing environment in Lanzhou.

I sencerely congratulate “Lanzhou Relics™ on being
published. Wish 1t become a bridge for people to
understand, love and build Lanzhou.

By Zhu Zuoyong
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Preface

Lanzhou. known as "Gold City™ 1n ancient times, marked at the center of the map of China. Lies in a broad valley
surrounded by mountains. In a region where the northern temperature zone changes from a wet climate to a dry climate,
Lanzhou has no rigid winter and hot summer, through which Yellow River passes, where valleys are smooth and tableland
broad. Favourable natural conditions provided a good chance to survive. Archaeological date show that human activities can
be traced back to the Paleolithic Period. Dated back to 5000 years, the Majiayao Culture was flourishing in the areas of He
and Huang around Lanzhou and Qinghai. With colouful painted pottery ornaments, it formed ancient culture remains, which
linked the central China and bore a strong local flavor.

With the development of relics and archaeological techniques, long buried Lanzhou’ rich relics and historic sites have
seen lignt again. So far more than 1000 spots have been developed. Thousands of valuable relics have been unearthed in the
process of clearing and digging ancient sites and tombs, afnong which there are a painted pottery jay from the Xinghetai, a
painted potterv drum from Leshanping. sheets of paper bearing characters written in ink from an Eastern Han Dynasty tomb
at Fulongping. a hairpin of gold and jade in the shape of a Budhisattva holding a baby exvacated at Bai yi Temple and soon,
all of high historical and artistic values. Lanzhou Musium was built over ten years ago, since then the relics business has been
rapidly developed and the relics articles stored in it changde from ten to ten thousands. At a natural choice cultural relics
exhibition held in Beljing in 1989. three articles from Lanzhou were rated as national treasures. Archaeologists at home and
abroad regard the cultural relics from cultural Lanzhou as the natural cream from the Silk Road. These cultural relics found
in Lanzhou have not only enriched the treasure house of Chinese culture. but also provided precious materials for the study on
the area’s political. economis and cultural development. To carry forward glorious and splendid historical culture of the
Chinese nation. to displav rich cultural remains of ancient "Gold City™ and to further give the rein to these relics. we have
chosen a part of choice articles from the treasures stored in our musium. compiled an album with paintings and had 1t
published to satisfv the wish of the readers.

We hope our “Lanzhou Relics™ will serve as a small window for vou to understand and love Lanzhou. Also.we hope
“Lanzhou Relics™ can give its full plav to enchancing Lanzhou's fame. promoting Lanzhou’s economic and cultural

development as well as its exchange with the outside. and furthering the national unity.

by Editor

Ist. April 1996
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Brief Introduction on the Course of Change and

Development of the History of Lanzhou

Lanzhou has a long history. Dated back to five thousand years, our Hua Xia ancestors lived and multiplied here, but
before the Warring States Period there grouped mainly minorities. In 215 B.C. the first emperor of Qin Dynasty sent his
general Meng Tian to make westward expedition, including those areas into Qin’s territory. In 81 B.C. Western Han’s power
established here "Jin — cheng Prefecture”, thus Lanzhou began its name "Gold City".

In A.D. 581 vear, Emperor Wen of the Sui Dynasty renamed Lanzhou prefecture "Lanzhou Commissi —oner’s office”, set up
political and military organizations, as a result, there first appeared the name Lanzhou. In the Tang Dynasty Lanzhou
belonged to Long You Dao. In the Song Dynasty there was established "Lanzhou Gold City Military Unit™ in Lanzhou. In the
Yuan Dynasty Lanzhou belonged to Lin Tao Lu, under which there was A Gan County. In the Ming Dynasty Lanzhou
belonged to Bu Zheng Shi. In the 25th of Hong Wu (1393 year). Zhu Yuan zhang rewarded his fourteenth son Ying as Su king’
s office Moved to Lanzhou. In the fifth of Kang Xi of Qing Dynasty (1666 vear). the Qing Dynasty thifted Gansu ispector to
Lanzhou. Since then Lanzhou has becoment the capital of the province, in 1941 year, the National government officlally set up
city of Lanzhou. On the 26th, August, the People’s Liberation Army of China liberated Lanzhou, since then Lanzhou has
entered a new historical period.

In the second century B.C. between China and Roma, the two ancient civilized countries, the trade road was opened up
linking three continents of Asia, Europe and Africa, which 1s well — known as “silk road”. Lanzhou has been a communication
strategic pass and an important trade port thanks to its wide valleys, convenient communications and mountain passes,

making significant cantributions to the economic and cultural exchange of the West and the East.



