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Foreword

The National Geological Library of China (NGLC), founded together with the
initiation of the modern Chinese geological work at the beginning of the 20th century,
was formerly the Library of the National Geological Survey of China under the
Ministry of Agriculture & Commerce in the early Republic of China Government.
As one of the earliest academic libraries founded 95 years ago in 1916 in China, its
development was closely related to China’s geological work and was the witness to
its development process and the preservation of the records. NGLC has made great
contributions to the development of China’s geological science, the innovation of
geological science and technology, the international exchanges and cooperation, and
the dissemination of geosciences. NGLC is a shrine of geological knowledge.

During its early years, the Library of the National Geological Survey only had
three rooms with 400-some books. In 1921, with the donations from all walks of life
(including 1,000 yuan from Li Yuanhong, then president of the Republic of China),
a new building of the Library was built at No. 9 Bingmasi Lane, Xicheng District,
Beijing, by the Leu & Hugo Co., a German construction company. As a rare and extant
landmark building of Chinese modern natural science, it was proved to be a great event
in the history of Chinese library and Chinese modern history. Weng Wenhao, one of
the few earliest leading geologists in China, said in 1925, “A library is valuable for
its books and the books are valuable for their usage”, which has become the motto of
the Library. By means of purchasing, exchanging and donation, the Library collected
a large number of precious geological documents. These documents have been
painstakingly preserved by the old generation of geologists, even during the war time
and the changes of the library sites. This laid a good foundation for the Library’s further
development. This Library was not only a site for book collection, but also a center
of research and academic exchanges of modern Chinese geological science. Many
academic societies and institutions were born here, and a lot of important academic

meetings were held at this place. The main initiators of Chinese geological science,



including Zhang Hongzhao, Ding Wenjiang and Weng Wenhao, and American geologist
Amadeus William Grabau, all made researches at this library. Academic periodicals
edited and published by the National Geological Survey of China, such as Geological
Bulletin, Geological Memoirs, Palaeontologia Sinica and Seismological Bulletin,
were all distributed, and exchanged by the Library. The inauguration conferences of
the Geological Society of China and Chinese Institute of Mining and Metallurgical
Engineering, which were milestone events in the history of Chinese geology, were
held here. The Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, the Nanjing
Institute of Geology and Palaeontology, the Nanjing Institute of Soil Science and some
other national academic institutes of the Chinese Academy of Sciences all have their
roots here. NGLC is thus known as the place of origin for modern Chinese geological
science, the most influential organization for collecting and enshrining international
geological documents in China, as well as the window of early Chinese geological
science and culture opening to the rest of the world.

After the founding of the People’s Republic of China (PRC), the National
Geological Library of China turned on a new look. Especially after Premier Zhou
Enlai authorized the foundation of the National Geological Library of China in 1956
and it was confirmed as a central library of the country at the 57th plenary meeting
of the State Council in September 1957, NGLC went through its first important stage
of development after the founding of PRC. After the Cultural Revolution, the Library
quickly resumed its operation and had a rapid development. It went through its second
important stage of development by achieving remarkable progress in its professional
division, rational allocation of document resources, informatization and modernization
of library work, international exchanges, and information service. The older generation
of geologists like Huang Jiqing, Cheng Yuqi, Yang Zunyi, Wang Hongzhen, Guo
Wenkui, Song Shuhe and Shen Qihan were all frequent visitors here, and they had
made commitment to the Library and became important supporters to the geological
scientific research. A large modern library building was built at No. 29 Xueyuan Road
in 1996 prior to the opening of the 30th International Geological Congress held in



Beijing. It was a new milestone event in the history of library development.

In the new century, NGLC attached great importance to the accumulation of
library collections and the construction of information system. It established a system
of both paper and electronic document resources and an information service system of
geological documents adaptive to the modern computer network environment. A major
transformation from a traditional library to a digital library has been achieved basically.
At present, NGLC has a collection of 700,000 books and documents published in
China and overseas, over 10,000 geological graphic documents from various countries
in the world, and 22 large-scale bibliographic databases, covering the recent 200 years
from the initiative period of modern geology to present day. As an executive member
of the Library Society of China, NGLC has established partnerships with nearly 300
geosciences organizations in over 70 countries and regions for documents exchange
and lending. The Library is now playing an increasingly important role at home and
abroad.

NGLC’s great changes in the past 95 years and continuous efforts have laid a
solid material base for its further development, and it has also accumulated precious
moral wealth. It was not easy to achieve the brilliant progress in the past 95 years,
and the experience for the development was even more valuable. Summarizing the
past is for a better development of the future. At the significant stage of reform and
development, the Library faces a precious opportunity of development now. We should
treasure the experience we gained in the past, and make every effort to build the
Library into a first-class center of geological documents and information. We should
learn from the old generation who had devoted their whole lives to the country’s cause
of geological science, display their fine tradition of hard-working, great persistence,
constantly perfecting the knowledge, and dedication to the country, and try our best
to build a modern digital library and make further achievements for the development
of geological science. We believe, under the leadership and support of the Ministry of
Land and Resources and China Geological Survey, the National Geological Library of

China will enter a more brilliant and promising future.



My special thanks are given to Sun Wensheng, former minister of Land and
Resources, Wang Min, vice minister of Land and Resources and president of
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preface for this book.

Gu Xiaohua
September 9, 2011
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