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Foreword

Tianjin was famous for her culture in the ancient China and has six hundred years of brilliant
history since it was established in the second year of Yong Le in Ming Dynasty. {The Annals of
Heping District) is finished after three years’ hard work, while people are celebrating the 600
Anniversary of Tianjin City. The annals shows a complete view and historical changes of Heping
District through her perfect and authoritative materials; and partially, which not only gives a
faithful representation of the historical development in politics, economy and culture in the district,
but also reveals the process of the development of the whole city. The annals is an exhibition of the
historic epitome of semi - colony and semi - feudal society in the modem times in the old China; it
is a revolutionary history of Tianjin people anti — imperialist and against feudalism; it is the
authentic records of the struggle of the people in Heping District, generation by generation; and it
is the magnificant scenery of the development in all aspects in the district.
Heping District located in the central part of Tianjin City, is the center of her politics, commerce,
culture, finance, and information. Time has brought great changes to this area where numerous
contribution has been created since Ming Dynasty. Seventy percent of her land was forcibly
occupied to be the concessions of Britain, France, America and Japan after The Second Opium
Wars. Through the opening in the early times, many fields such as industry, commerce, finance,
science and technology, education, sanitation, post and telecommunications, construction, and
communication were developed sharply within the district, so it was ever regarded the pioneer in
the modern times in China. In the process of the coexisting of the conflict and the mergence
between traditional and modern culture, refined and popular culture, national and international
_culture, gradually, the unique style of culture and art was formed in the district. Under the
‘\Iae;dership of the Heping District Committee and the Heping District Government, every aspect
there made great progress after the liberation, especially when these years through the
application, {)f the Reform - and — Opening Policy. Many old parts of the city were rebuilt and now
play an effectix&e role; the basic facilities are improved day by day; the structure of economy is
getting to be mote and more rational; the national economy has been increasing; a modem city with
her merit in cultu\fk\and economy is emerging on the horizon.
The compilation of (Th‘e Annals of Heping District) is the first cross — century systematic cultural
project since New China' was founded. The time involved in the annals is from the second year of
Yong Le in Ming Dynasty (1404) to the year 2000. It covers all the context of installations,
economy, politics,, military, administration of residents, spiritual civilization building,
education, technology and science, culture, sanitation, sports, public security, judicature,
personage, etc.. And, the annals reflects the changes throughout the ages, is a authoritative

reference for understanding and developing the district, so it is a rich and generous cultural estate



left to the later generations by the people in Heping District.

The Annals of Heping District) is the first annals in the history of the district, it concems with
the remote past, so that the reference materials were insufficient, and it was such a hard work to
be fulfilled within three years’ time. During the compilation, the leaders from the Heping District
Committee, and the Heping District Government paid great attention to it, and they provided the
compilers the priority in people, finance and materials. Every department, unit, and unit stationed
in the district has provided sufficient materials for the compilation of the district annals. The
compilers selected the context carefully and seriously. The titles of parts and chapters were
changed nine times and the draft was revised six times, the annals is completed now. The leaders
in the Office of Tianjin Municipal Editorial Board of Local Chronicles offered particular instruction
and support, and some experts and scholars joined in the revision. Sincere appreciation to those
who provided their support to the compilation, examination and publication of {The Annals of
Heping District) .

Because of the limitation in time, documents and experience in compiling of {The Annals of
Heping District), readers may not be completely satisfied. We expect sincerely the advices from

experts, scholars, colleagues and readers.

Secretary of Tianjin Heping District Commettee of the Communist Party of China
Liu Kun
August 2004



