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Preface

It is such a delight to know that the Record of Cultural Relics in Xuhui District was finally issued after its
5 years’ revision and refinement, which was carried out by the cultural department of Xuhui District in close
cooperation with other related departments. This is the first local record of cultural relics of Xuhui District and
the composition of it is such a pioneering achievement as it fills a gap in Xuhui cultural relic’s annals. This indeed

deserves to be celebrated!

Endowed with the nature of openness, Xuhui District has always played a leading role in advocating science
and technology, and promoting cultural communication. Dating back to Yuan Dynasty, there was a cotton
weaving pioneer Huang Daopo, an ordinary Xuhui citizen at that time, who developed and popularized advanced
cotton textile weaving techniques. Her innovative design made cotton weaving available to common people and
served them well. As the proverb says, ‘The cotton planted in Shagang Xuhui District is endless, Huang Daopo’s
contribution to the textile industry is priceless’. UNESCO has also acclaimed Huang Daopo as a world-class
scientist. Wunijing hand-made cotton weaving technology is one of the four national intangible cultural heritages
in Xuhui District, which is just the best historical testimony of its reputation. In Ming Dynasty, Xuhui District saw
Xu Guanggi, a leading cultural minister and a patriotic scientist of Ming Dynasty, devoting all his life to a practice
his sino-west combined knowledge, with which he helped to better the lives of the common people. After his death,
he was buried in Xuhui District and his descendants settled down and lived with the clan there. This was how ‘Xuhui’
came into being. What closely followed was the emergence of numerous building groups with religious elements.
They could be rated as the largest and best-facilitated building groups among the Far East Area, glistening the

glorious fusion of Chinese and Western culture.

Xuhui District, the south-west gateway of Shanghai, holding the position where the land and water ways from
Jiangsu Province and Zhejiang Province meet, possesses abundant historical relics and numerous cultural heritages. -
There is the ‘Longhua Historical and Cultural Conservation Site’, which is hailed as Millenarian Longhua.
Around the central area of the Site within 200 square meters there are many national or municipal cultural relics’
preservation units, There is the well-known Shanghai Longhua Fair, which was listed by The State Council this
year as national intangible cultural relics; ‘Hengshan Rd-Fuxing Rd Historical and Cultural Site’ representing
vicissitudes of Shanghai in modern times. Set off among groves, about 2000 buildings with diverse styles
randomly disperse in this district. Among these buildings, various architectural styles, including Mcditerranean,
Spanish, French Renaissance, British Village and Gothic, can all be found. This district also enjoys the reputation
of a showcase of 10,000 countries’ architectures. These buildings combined with and complementing Chinese
traditional architecture, exhibit the distinctive culture landscape of Xuhui District and illustrate the gorgeous

history of its architecture.



In modern times, Xuhui District still enjoyed the cultural boom and attracted a multitude of talents. There
once lived numerous high officials and leaders, important figures in the military, rich merchants and landlords,
celebrities and elites in various fields, who were powerful and renowned either nationally or internationally, which
made Xuhui District the ‘top-grade residential quarters’ in Shanghai. Celebrities such as Soong Qingling, who once
was the vice chairwoman of China, Ma Xiangbo, a patriotic educationalist, Ba Jin, a famous literary master, all
lived in the district. The bronze statue of the Russian poet Pushkin is also located here. It is this kind of intangible
cultural heritages, these listed buildings of celebrities’ former residences and the irremovable historical relics at

different periods that portrayed the turbulence and glory Xuhui District experienced.

Various relics, engraved with history, are all precious tangible evidences of the forming and developing of
Xuhui District. They are extraordinary chapters in the history of Shanghai, even of China as well. With strong
awareness of preserving historical and cultural relics, the department staff of Xuhui District did a lot of research
and has scientifically managed the abundant heritage relics in this district. What they have achieved is impressive,
especially in the preservation of traditional cultural heritage relics. They have managed to fuse modern elements
into these traditional relics restoration and effectively connected the exploration of cultural relic’s elements with
the national spiritual composition. These precious cultural relics are important elements which are playing a
more profound part in advancing the cultural prosperity of Xuhui District, serving as promotional material while
still communicating with its outer world. In 2006, Xuhui District won the title of ‘National Relics Preservation

Advanced District’ issued by the State Administration of Cultural Heritage.

In the [7th National Congress of CPC, the preservation of cultural relics was promoted to a higher level,
‘Promote Chinese culture and build the common spiritual home for the Chinese’, which have fully reflected CPC’s
high consciousness of the historical and culturat relic’s preservation. Cultural relics are the tangible history and
the channel through which we communicate with our ancestors. It is also the solid foundation on which we may
continue forward in the future with confidence. Preserving the historical relics, treasuring the memory of our
ancestors while we are well aware of our past, we can continue on our journey towards the future, with more steady

footing than ever.

Chen Yin
2008.10.30
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About the Book

1. The book is a record that specializes in the heritage of Xuhui District. It accounts not only the past and present
situation of heritages and contemporary preservation of cultural heritages but also the development course of

relics and museology cause. The record is made as comprehensive and accurate as possible.

2. The accounts about cultural heritages in the book start from their emergence and end till the end of December in
2007.

3. The style used in the book includes narration, record, chronicle, biography, table and catalogue. The book is
organized in sections and chapters, the content of which is classified by the types of the cultural heritages and

chronologically. Pictures and tables are attached to important relics.

4, The space that the book covers is subjected to the official confirmed scope of Xuhui District upon the end of

December 2007. The locations of the cultural heritages all adopt their present names.

5. Effort has been made to maintain the coherence and conformity of the heritage names. Modern historical
architecture adopts their former names to highlight their humanistic features. If the names are different from

what have been registered, registered names will be attached to the list as well.

6. The cultural relics listed in the appendix have fallen into oblivion, but they used to maintain a certain influence
and value in Xuhui District history.

7. The historical architecture in modern times the book covers is classified by style. In order to highlight its feature,
we supplemented four units consisting of religious architecture, public architecture, memorial architecture, and
industry heritage.

8. In this book, the chronological record before 1912 adopts the historical dynasty recording method, while those
records after 1912 adopts the A.D recording method; the recording method of those books and pictures in the
second chapter was recorded by A.D method; recording methods of document quotation remain the same.

9. Regardless their subsidiary relationships, the museums and memorial halls mentioned in the book are all
located in Xuhui District. And the cultural heritages mentioned in the chapter of ‘Cultural Heritage Collected in
Museum’ come from the above museums and memorial halls.

10. This book is indebted to regional cultural heritage survey data and various archives, historical books,

newspapers, journals and monographs.

11. The composition of the book is in conformity to Detailed Rules (Provisional) for Writing the Annals of

Shanghai Municipality and Those of Its Districts.
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