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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

“Flora Intramongolica” will be completed by the end of 1984 and published in its entirety
by the end of 1985. This will mark the end of a nine year effort that began in 1977. It is the
result of common efforts on the part of all writers of the compiling commission. The Flora
consists of eight volumes, over four millions words with 1036 plates of line drawings. The
Flora records systematically nearly all vascular plants found in Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region. They belong to 131 families, 660 genera and 2167 species. The contents are written
well, contain high quality illustrations, and informations, which make the Flora is an
important achivement in the botanical scientific research efforts of China, it is worth to be
complimented |

It should be emphatically noted that “Flora Intramonogolica” adds new knowledge to the
scientific and cultural treasure — house of border areas inhabited by minority nationalities and
supplies basic scientific materials for rationally utilizing plant resources of the remote border
provinces areas, developing production of agriculture, forestry and animal husbandry and
improving the cause of environmental protection as well. It also has very important academic
contributions to make in enhancing the level of teaching and research in the field of botany
and further studying the flora and phytogeography of East Asia.

After Liberation, the Party and government paid a great deal of attention to scientific
endeavours. This support, in conjunction with the leadership and support of the Chinese
Academy of Science, allowed us to organize extensive cooperation among plant taxonomic
workers throughout China in order to begin to compile “Flora Reipublicae Popularis Sinicae”
in 1959. Up to the present time, the volumes which have been finished in first draft form and
published formally only cover one half of all of the China Flora (cighty volumes are
projected ). It is necessary that we should continue to work hard in the next few years so that
a publication of the whole Flora can be completed. The complication of local Floras of every
area (Province, autonomous region and city) is undertaken by their own areas. Many areas
of our country have successively begun to compile their own Floras. They are listed as
follows: “Flora Guangzhouensis”, “Flora Hainanica”, “Illustratio Plantarum Lignosarum
Chinae Boreali - Orientalis”, “Flora Plantarum Herbacearum Chinae Boreali - Orientalis”,
“Flora Tsinlingensis”, “Flora Beijingensis”,“Flora Jiangsuensis”, “Flora Hupehensis”, “Flora
Sichuanica”, “Flora Yunnanica”, “Flora Guizhouensis”, “Flora Xizangica”, “Flora
Guangziensis”, “Flora Hebeiensis” etc. However, until this year, only “Flora Hainanica”,
“Flora Jiangsuensis” and “Flora Beijingensis” have been published in its entirety. The local
Floras of the other areas are being compiled or are in the process of being printed. In
comparion with other areas, the completion of “Flora Intramongolica” has been done with an
admirable degree of speed and is of admirable quality.
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This commendable effort is due to the concern and support of the leaders of the
Scientific and Technological Commission of the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, also to
the active participation and warm cooperation of the scientific workers in botany from more
than ten higher universities, colleges and institutes of agriculture, forestry, medicine and
animal husbandry and others in Inner Mongolia. Special recognition should be given to the
Biology Department of Inner Mongolia University for making a very important contribution
in organizing, harmonizing, planning and designing this effort. They led to the smooth
compiling of the Flora and aided the publication of the Flora in good time.

The Flora is imbued with many merits and unique characteristics, among which the
following aspects are worth mentioning. 1. It pays special attention to unique local
characteristics. For example, for each species. it gives accurate and detailed records of the
Mongolian name, local name and nature environment, and ecological characteristics. 2. It
takes notice of economic values of the plants. For example, it makes brief evaluations of the
use value of various plants for crude drugs, fodder, woods, firewood, vegetables, fruits, raw
matrials for light industry, and so on. 3. It is brief and concise, and all descriptions are easily
understood in terms of family, genus and species. This is helped by the adoption of obvious
characters in the keys. As a result of this clarity, the Flora will play a role in popularizing
knowledge of plant taxonomy and solving problems of plant nomenclature.

Of course, eight volumes may possess some sections which are in disagreement in the
style of compiling and the quality of drawing and writing. For instance, in 1979, the Central
government decided to review the administrative division of Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region as made before 1969, so the areas of plant occurrence and distribution ranges should
include all species in the four leagues of eastern Inner Mongolia and the Alashan league of
western Inner Mongolia where were included in other provinces before 1969. Consequently,
volumes 2,3,and 4 should be revised and enlarged. Also,there are cases where certain species
were omitted in early volumes, some illustrations could be improved and in some cases the
original literature sources were not ci;ed. When the opportunity arrives these inperfections
should be corrected. It is also suggested that a general index for latin names of family, genus
and species should be supplemented after the eight volumes being published,so that botanical
workers will be able to find their desired informations more quickly.

In a word, “Flora Intramongolica” is a successful scientific work with many advantages
and unique characteristics. It is worth emulating and using as a reference work for plant
taxonomic workers. Many thanks for completing the Flora and we congratulate its
publication]

Yu De - jun
Chief Editor of Compiling Commission
of “Flora Reipublicae Popularis Sinicae”,
Academia Sinica, Beijing.
Dec. 20, 1984
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

Modern Plant taxonomic studies in China were started only at the beginning of this
century. During the thirty —odd years till the founding of New China, emphasis was mainly
laid on the setting up of research institutions, specimens collecting, and researches on some
specific plant families and genera and so forth. Almost nothing was done as far as the
compiling of regional floras is concerned. We may say that this period was the initial stage of
preparation for modern plant taxonomic studies in China. From the mid - 1950s to the early
1960s after the founding of New China, regional floras such as Illustrated Woody Flora of
Northeast China , Flora of Guangzhou , Flora of the Shaanxi —-Gansu - Ningxia Basin sy Manual
of Seed Plants of Southen Jiansu Province, Keys to the plants of Northeast China, Flora of
Beijing , and Flora of Hainan (in two volumes) were published successively in the country,
which raised the curtain on the compiling of regional floras in China. The “Cultural
Revolution” broke out in 1966 and almost all the scientific researches were brought to a
standstill. But during the period from 1969 to 1970, there was a great upsurge of a nationwide
exploration of Chinese medicinal herbs. A tremendous quantity of specimens of medicinal
herbs needed to be identified and thus helped to promote the plant taxonomic researches. At
the later stage of the “Cultural Revolution” ,when the exploration of medicinal plants was not
fully completed, another swift upsurge for the compiling of regional floras was on the rise,
which has been continued till today with no sign of decline. Over the past twenty years, most
of the provinces and the autonomous regions have published their own floras, keys or
catalogues , among which Flora of Inner Mongolia (Flora Intramongolica) is considered as an
outstanding work.

In 1976, an editorial team of the Flora of Inner Mongolia was set up, and it was enlarged
as the Inner Mongolia Flora Editorial Commission in 1981. As soon as the compiling
organization was established, all the commission members and authors immediately involved
themselves in the organizational and compiling work. Starting from 1977 to 1985, the eight
volumes of the Flora which has recorded 2167 species of vascular plants found in Inner
Mongolia and are furnished with as many as 1036 plates of line drawings , were completed and
published one after another at a rather high speed. This work of substantial content and
abundant in illustrations, as the late prof. Yu De - jun, the preface author of the first edition
and a well - known taxonomist of the country, pointed out, provides essential scientific
information for rational exploitation and utilization of the plant resources in the border areas
as well as for the production of agriculture,forestry and animal husbandry ; meanwhile, it also
has very important significance in the teaching of botany and in the study of the flora of
Asia. With the expansion of the administrative divisions of the Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region in 1979, the editorial commission came to a prompt decision to compile the second

edition of the work in accordance with the boundary alterations. As the first edition, the
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second edition was also finalized at full speed. During the eight years from 1986 to 1994, the
five volumes of the Flora were completed and published in succession. The Flora has recorded
2442 species of vascular plants in the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region and the number of
plates has been increased to as many as 1225. The second edition is noted for its references to
the original literature, and, in some cases, to the important relevant literature as well as to
the synonyms for all the plant species recorded, which would provide the researchers of the
region and other provinces and autonomous regions with important information, help to
compile new editions in future, and promote the further study of the flora in Inner Mongolia.
Compared with the first edition, the second edition has obvious improvements in quality and
in the quantity of species recorded. It is really seldom seen that two editions of a flora can be
accomplished within a short period of seventeen years. I am deeply impressed by the
conscientious attitude of my colleagues in Inner Mongolia toward the cause,their professional
endeavour for the best, and the leaping speed of the whole compiling work.

As we have seen, in the recent twenty years a large number of regional floras have been
published, and at the meantime, some seventy volumes or parts of Flora of the People’s
Republic of China (Flora Reipublicae Popularis Sinicae)have also been published. Therefore,
this period should be considered as an unprecedented high tide in the compiling of flora
publications. In China we have a rather short history of modern plant taxonomic studies for
less than eighty years. We are really elated that we, started from nothing, have made so many
achievements during such a short period of time. The large amount of regional floras
published in recent years, have provided us with valuable essential material for the
exploitation and utilization of the rich plant resources and for the study of the flora in the
country, which will produce far ~ reaching and positive impact on the economic construction
and the further development of botanic science of our country.

Because we have a short history of modern natural sciences studies in China, so it is
necessary for us to know the developments in the world. Undoubtedly, Europe is taken as the
most advanced region of the world for its flora publications, According to Prof. V. H.
Heywood (1978) of the University of Reading, England, M. J. Quer compiled his monumental
work Flora Espanola in the 17th century, and then in the 18th century, Carl von Linne’s
Species Plantarum and other European flora works were published successively. The most
prosperous period for flora publications in Europe was the 19th century, during which several
hundred floras were published in European countries. In June 1991, I had an opportunity to
visit the herbarium of the world -~ famous Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew. Its library perhaps
possesses the fullest collection of plant taxonomic works of the world. There I was shown
many colourful and splendid European flora publications ; their styles vary from encyclopaedic
form to handbook format; their descriptions are also in varying degrees in terms of language
style and details; some are furnished with colourful plates, while others are furnished with
black - white line drawings. In front of these one - thousand - odd flora publications compiled

by one - thousand - odd assiduous European plant taxonomists during the past four centuries,



