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Preface

History of the Humble Alley is a history book named after the humble alley where
Yan Hui of the Lu State lived in the Spring and Autummn Period. Like History of Queli,a
history book of the Kong clan, it is a special history book about the clan of sages and men
of virtue.

The compilation of the ancient version of History of the Humble Alley began in the
2nd year in the reign of Zhengde of the Ming Dynasty (1507 A.D.). The whole book
consists of eight volumes. In the 29™ year in the reign of Jiajing (1550 A.D.) and in the
29" year in the reign of Wanli (1601 A.D.), it was respectively revised and printed.
Hereafter, it was reprinted many times. The revised version remains almost the same as
the old one except that it has made some continued records of the pedigree of the eldest
sons, added some praising words by the notables and some inscriptions from memorial
tablets. But it makes almost no records of things happened after the Ming Dynasty .

The newly compiled History of the Humble Alley is sponsored by both Yanzi Studies
Institute and History Office of Qufu City. It is compiled on the basis of the ancient version
and in accordance with the proposal passed at the 6th World Friendship Conference of the
Yan Clan, which was held in Malaysia in the May of 2,000. In addition, it is compiled
ina new way, in a new layout and with a new point of view. The compilation of this
history book is a cultural project of great significance. It has truly and objectively
recorded the multiplying and developing of the Yan clan and its outstanding contributions
to the traditional Chinese culture.

Yan Hui was a favorite disciple of Confucius. Confucius classified his disciples into
groups of moral integrity, speech, administration and knowledge of ancient cultures and
Yan Hui ranked first in moral integifly. He was both intelligent and diligent. He abided
by rites and practiced benevolence. He showed respect to his teacher and attached
importance to the Way. He lived in a humble alley; he had only a single bamboo bowl of
rice to eat and a single gourd of water to drink. Others would have found this unendurably
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depressing, but Yan Hui’ s optimism remained unaffected at all. Confucius once and
again praised him, saying, “Hui was eager to leam. He did not vent his anger upon an
innocent person, nor did he make the same mistake twice.” “In his heart for three months
Hui does not lapse from benevolence.” “When wanted, he goes to work; when set aside,
he lives quietly.” “I have seen him go on, but never have I seen him stop.” “Virtuous
indeed is Hui!” In China’ s ancient time, Yan Hui was a model in his fondness for
leaming and hot pursuit of the Way, and he was a representative in moral integrity.
People of later generations respected him as “a Second Sage” .

The Yan clansmen have been living in the Humble Alley of Qufu. After 2, 000
years’ moving and multiplying, the clan has become one of fame and prestige both at
home and abroad. Among its descendants, a large number of renowned persons have come
forth; martyrs and people with lofty ideals are shining through the ages. Their cultural
achievements are great and have written a splendid chapter in the long history of the
Chinese nation.

Though the newly compiled History of the Humble Alley is a history book of a single
clan, its significance has gone beyond that. Its compilation has made new contributions to
the development of the Chinese traditional culture. I am fully convinced that, the
publication of this history book will exert a positive influence in strengthening the unity of
the Yan clansmen both at home and abroad, in promoting the unification of our
motherland, in inheriting and developing the fine traditional culture, in building the
advanced national culture with Chinese characteristics and in promoting the great resurge

of the Chinese nation.

An Zuozhang
In June, 2002
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