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Preface il
/
| Preface ‘
' Songshan Mountain, rising in the western part of the Central China, is one of the
| - Five Mountains. Its highest peak, Yuzhaishan, is 1512. 2 meters above sea level. There
’ are many famous scenic spots around the foot of the mountain, such as Songyang Academy
of Classical Learning, Zhongyue Temple, Shaolin Monastery, which will become impor-
tant tourist resorts in the Central China. 3
Songshan Mountain is located on the place where northern and southern parts cross
[ easten and westen parts of the whole country, so it is rich in plant resources. It has been
the urgent matter to find out all the plant species, develop the wild plant resources in line
‘ with local conditions,and protect, look after and foster good vegetation scientifically. In
' 1986 Songshan Mountain was approved to be a national forest park, for this very need Flo-
ra Songshanensis is compiled and published. )
Professor Ye Yongzhong and other seven scholars have been investigating the plant
resouroes in Songshan region since 1982, collecting lots of plant specimens during this pe-
riod. Through identifying and sorting out the specimens, the result obtained was that, in
‘the whole region, there are 1540 species of vascular plants which belong to 643 genera in
147 families including pteridophytae of 70 species in 36 genera and 21 families, Gym-
nospermae of 10 species in nine genera and five families, and angiospermae of 1460 species )
in 598 genera and 121 families. During the course of identification they went to the °
herbaria of Institute of Botany of Academia Sinica in Beijing, Northwest Insifute of Botany
", in Xian, Wuhan Institute of Botany, etc. to check the specimens and consulted experts
i , concerned. The identification is conscientious and the result is also relatively reliable. Be-
sides, they have done some work about the analysis of flora and the classification of plant
resources. ’

The plant resources in Songshan Mountain are abundant which may be exploited in
many ways. In this book plants like wild fruits, ornamentals, starch plants, oil—bearing
plants, fiber plants, medicinal plant, forage grasses, frangrant plants, etc., are briefly
recommended respectively. Meanwhile, the poisonous plants are expecially listed to tell
the tourists that it is dangerous to pick up and taste them. 4

As a national forest park Songshan Mountain boasts its plentiful ornamontal plants
that are extremely important to itself. There are many excellent scenic trees:Ginkgo bilo-
ba, Platycladus orientalis, Pinus tabulaeformis, Pteroceltis tatarinowii ,Pistacia chinensis,
Acer buergeianum, Paulownia fortunei, Catalpa bungei, Toona sinensis, Tilia amurensis,
Pterocarya stenoptera, Zelkova sinica and many others. There are also a number of flower-

ing bushes, one of which is Kolkwitzia amabilis endemic to China blooming in late spring

Lallcn o
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and early summer with its dense pink flowers bright and beautiful, so its name is translat-
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ed as Beauty Bush in English The genus of Chionanthus has only two species, one lives in
North America, the other in China, i.e. Ch. retusa, when blooming in spring, the whole
tree looks as if it were covered with snow. Viburnum sargentit va.r- calvescens, another
beautiful flowering bush, bears its white flowers in spring and yields its red fruits in fall.
In addition, some others like Styrax obossias Exochorda racemosa, Rhododendron simsii,
Philadelphus incanus, Spiraea spp. ,» Syringa oblata, Buddleja lindeyana, and so on, are
also well known for their pretty flowers. These decoritive species bear flowers of all sorts
blooming in a riot of color which brings the spring to the mountain for tourists. All of
those, brief and to the point, can be found in this book. There are quite a few species of
red fall leaves, taking Acer truncatum, Cotinus coggygria, Sapium sebiferum for exam-
ples. The red leaves look like flowers in the fall that is a good season in the year for
tourism in the Central China. Among the herbage in Songshan Mountain plants that are of
great value in admiring are plentiful. The only one I want to mention is Convallaria keiskei
»and Songshan Morntain is the southern fringe of its distributional area. It is a shade—tol-
erant grass growing in small communities under forest. From its two green leaves comes
out the scapé on which white, bell —like and stweet flowers are hung, and the bouquet
make of such ﬂowei's is one that european women like to wear.

It is quite evident that appropriate disposition and pretection of all the plants can add
much beauty to the famous mountain. Plants have the functions of restoring water, keep-
ing oil from erosion, and purifying air, which help preserve such an environmet of green
hills, clear waters, and pure and healthy air. On the other hand, the more trees and
grasses a mountain has, the more rare birds and animals it would attract,and a tourist
landscape will be full of life with flowers blooming all the year and birds chirping in every
valley '

This is a well —illustrated and excellent referencc book which has recorded systemati-
cally all the vascular plants in Songsham Mountain, so it will facilitate readers’ checking.
It is also an important book for the studies of floristics and plant community as well as a
handbook for exploitation of wild plants and design of gardens.

According to the compiling process introduced by the authors, I have skimmed
through this work and checked a few sections. At the moment the book is to be published
I would like to make a short comment here as congratulations on the publication and also

as introduction to readers.
Wu Zhonglun

March 19, 1993, in Beijing
(Translated by Gao Xianming)
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Introduction Vi

Introduction

Songshan Mountain was called the Central Mountain in the past. Located in the Central
China, southern part of warm temperate Zone, it is a relatively isolated mountain in the east-
of Mt. Qinling. Due to its varied topography, Songshan Mountain is rich in plant resources,
and has the characteristics of ,in its flora, both northern and southern composition transiting
and eastern and western one centralizing. In order to meet the needs of production, scientific
research and teaching of agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry, sidelines, medicine, efc;
we investigated the plant resources in Songshan Mountain during the period from 1982 to
1985 on the basis of the work done by predecessous, and collected a lot of plant specimens.

From 1985 to 1988, a research group consisting of scientific and technical workers from

Henan Agricultural University, Henan College of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Forest Farm

and Forestry Bureau of Dengfeng County investigated systematically into this mountain re-

~ gion collecting specimens, resulted in the compilation of ‘Plants in Songshan Mountain’ and

‘Sorted Resource Plants in Songshan Mountain’. About the same time, from 1986 to 1989, -
we made a thorough survey on the medicinal plants under the auspices of Henan Medicine
Company and compiled ‘the Medicinal plants in Songshan Mountain’. After that we had done
some additional investigations on several parts of the region before ‘Flora Songshanensis’ was
completed.

All the vascular plants of 1540 species and varieties distributed in Sonéshan Mountain
region including some wide —grown ones, which belong to 643 genera in 147 families, have
been recorded in this work. The systematic arrangement is as follows: Pteridophytae in Pro-
fessor Ching Ren—chang’s system of 1977; Gymnospermae in Professor Cheng Wan—chun’s -
as in the seventh volume of ‘Flora Reipublicae Popularis Sinicae’; and Angiospermae in En-
gler—Diels’s as in the 11th edition of their work ‘Syllabus der Pflanzenfamilien’ except that
dicotyledoneae is put before monocotyledoneae in this book instead of the reverse order in the
original work. And the arrangement of genera and species including their scientific and Chi-
nese names is referred to the published volumes of ‘Flora Reipublicae Popularis Sinicae’, and
the illustrations are from ‘Iconographia Cormophytorum Sinicorum’ and the provincial florae
as well.

During the course of invesigation and compilement we enjoyed the great support from the
Instifute of Botany of Academia Sinica, Kumming Institute of Botany, Northwest Insfitute of
Botany, Wuhan Institute of Botany, Henan College of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Henan
Forestry Department, Zhengzhou Educational Institute, West Henan Agricultural Training
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School, Henan Teacher’s College, Henan university, the Forestry Bureau of Dengfeng Coun-
ty, etc. We are especially indebted to Professor Wu Chung—luen, the president of Chinese
Academy of Forestry and a member of the Academic Council of Chinese Academy of Sciences,
who has concerned himself with the compilement of this book and written the preface to it ,
which makes us feel highly honored and inspired. We are also most gratedul for the support
mentioned above. )

Since our botanical knowledge and the working conditions are limited, it is hard to avoid
mistakes and errors in this book, so, we will be thankful if readers oblige us with their valu-

able comments on it.

Ye Yongzhong

January 1, 1993, in Zhengzhou
(Translated b); Gao Xianming)
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