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Perface

Dunhuang is an ancient historical city, within the
boundaries theancient road Great Wall, the beacon-fire
relay station spread all over, the artistic treasure house, two
closes the vestige to enjoy a good reputation the Chinese and
foreign, the Yardang landforms, the famous mountain spirit
spring for a long time have the great reputation, glorious
historical bright culture illumination century.

Dunhuang lies to the north of the Qilian Mountain and
borders in the west on the Western Regions (a Han Dynasty
term for the area west of Yumen Pass, including what is now
Xinjing and parts of Central Asia). It is surrounded by the
Mingsha Mountain ,traversed by the Dang River and guarded
by the Yangguan Pass in the south and the Yumen Pass in the
north. As a strategic passage along the ancient “Silk Road”and
the hub of China’s transportation with the Western Regions,
the city occupied a vital position in history and was known as
“a prosperous metropolis of military significance”, constructed
the county since Martial emperor of Han dynasty, in more
than 2,000 years historical development process, lives in this
fertile soil people, strives constantly for self-improvement, the
development is enterprising, creates a miracle, casts with theirs
painstaking care on a magnificent history.

The Chinese Tang Silk Road prosperity, causes
Dunhuang to become in the Chinese history to take the lead
the area which opens to the west, east various countries’
diplomatic agent, merchant scholar, clergy, artist which
comes toward the west, the ancient Chinese culture, the

Indian culture, the Islam culture and the Greek culture blends

in the same place, thus has formed the broad and profound
Dunhuang culture.

The Dunhuang culture is containing very strong
multicultural, Guang Caibo the collection, swallows
anything and everything uncritically, achieves mastery
through a comprehensive study of a subject, the development
innovation, finally has formed the bright characteristic and
the style.

Dunhuang is in a desert oasis, the arid few rain day
and night temperature difference is big. On 31,200 square
kilometers lands, the oasis only accounts for 4.5%, the annual
rainfall 39.9 millimeters, the transpiration rate actually
reaches as high as 2,486 millimeters, Elevation insufficient
1,200 meters. Existing population 180,000 agricultural
population 93,000 people.

Dunhuang also is enjoys the high reputation township
of the fruits and melons, is rich in the grape, Li Guang
apricot, Li Guang peach, the fragrant pear, the watermelon,
the dense melon and so on, excellent in quality, the taste is
pure, deeply Chinese and foreign passenger’s commendation.

“Sincere, is big; Bright, is abundant.” The Dunhuang
two characters grand magnificent implications, have
concentrated the ancient Silk Road and Chinese Tang China
prosper the powerful history, simultaneously also will be
toing make clear she incomparably bright magnificent future.

Dunhuang, ancient times on Silk Road “pharynx and
larynx strategic place”, today, its name already resounding in

the world.
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WEH Mogaoku

Mogao grottoes

The Mogao Grottoes are located 25 kilometres southeast of Dunhuang and
western bank of Daquanhe River. The caves are hewn in the steep cliffs for 1600
metres from south to north with narrow corridor zigzaged along the cliff. Some of the
caves have the timber structure and show the superior skills of the ancient Chinese
people which connected the Chinese traditional wooden structure with grottoes
building. The well-known Jiucenlu building (nine-storey building)is the example of
wooden structure with its unique building feature.

The Mogao Grottoes were first dug in 366 A.D.. It is said that the first cave
builder was a monk named Le Zun and his action aroused the local people’s
supports, from then on, the project lasted more than 1000 years through the Sixteen
Regimes,Western Wei, Northern Wei, Sui, Tang , Five Dynasties, Song, Western Xia,
Yuan. The total number of grottoes is 492 in which there are over 3000 sculptures and
45000 squaremetres of murals.

The Mogao Grottoes are the largest and most well-protected Buddhist arts
grottoes in the world and was listed as a national key unit for cultural relics
conservation by the Council in 1961 and inscribed on the World Heritage List by
UNESCO.




S

&y

154k
Mogaoku
and Daquan River










»rﬂl urrruﬁ-ﬂfﬁﬂ

LY P VYT

LN ikl

=
A
S
S
=)
=
(7
S
=
(=%
=
2
s =1
L
=
=
=9
m
o
=
)
=
L
=
=




LR
Wang Yuanlu Taoist Priest Tower
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The Nine-storey Building of Mogaoku
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The Mogao Grottoes
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Murals Art of Mogao Grottoes

Murals of Mogao Grottoes cover a total area of 45000 square metres in 492 cave
and they were precious works by countless painters handed down from ten dynasties
of ancient China. With all these murals, the caves has been turning to be brilliant and
shining,

The style of murals arts reveals the exchange and blending of Chinese and
western cultures though differences in dresses depicted in the early murals. The
human figures and their costume in the murals of the northern Liang are mostly
Indian and Persian: prominent noses and eyes, naked above the waist, and dressed in
clocks; Western Wei murals depict the introduction of the Central Plains’ style and
the sinicization of mural art. In the Northern Zhou, with the fusion and harmonization
of the Han and other ethnic groups in Dunhuang and the expansion of the Chinese
and western cultural communications, the two art styles-central plains and western
regions-moved from coexistence to blending. As the depictions of the human figures
indicate, the handsome features of the Centra Plains were mixed with the western
regions” style of a strong constitution and round facial features and produced a new
image with the strong points of both. Their dresses have also changed from the
original Bodhisattva and western regions” style to ordinary clothes. Art of the Sui
period inherited this blend.
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The life story of king Shibi Cave 254 Northern Wei
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