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Pref ac‘e

Hedong (the East of the Haihe River) District is located in the
eastern part of Tianjin urban area, and is one of the urban districts.
Her name comes from her location at the east of the Haihe River. In
the ancient time, it was the place where salt was boiled. Since Mon-
golia and Yuan Dynasty, a government office had been established in
the present Dazhigu of the district, controlling the salt-boiling indus-
try. With its geographical advantage, it was also the centre of trans-
porting grain by sea and river. Its wine industry was very famous
and other industries followed to be prosperous and then Dazhigu
gradually became the place where the earliest communities formed, |
and is one of the birth places of the city. In modern times, the West-
ernization Movement developed in the district and promoted the early
development of industry and commerce there. The reform and open-
ning gave Hedong District a great energy and made the building of all
the trades and professions forge ahead rapidly and vigorously. Now
the district has roughly taken the shape of a modern city. According
to the traditional habit, the district of a city has no annals compiled,
and therefore, there are no ready documents for reference in compil-
ing the new annals of the district. Now in the time of prosperity, if
we do not compile an annals, how can the present feats and achieve-
ments be recorded, and what will be handed down to the later gener-
ations? In autumn of 1990, Tianjin Municipal Editorial Board of Lo-
cal Chronicles resolutely decided that the ten urban districts can
compile their own annals. The leaders of Hedong District took action
as soon as they learn¢d the decision. In the next year they started to



