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Preface

Dunhuang has a long history and brilliant culture, and it had developed to be a famous frontier town and a
well-known arts centre on the Silk Road since the great emperor Wu Di of the Han Dynasty established Dunhuang
Prefecture with the Yangguan Pass and Yumenguan Pass standing around it in 111 B.C.. Meeting this historical
opportunity, great changes were taken place in Dunhuang where people lived a nomadic lives for hundreds of years

in the past. Dunhuang has i ling celebrities and natural i since the ancient times. The
ancestors lived here one generation after another has made an arduous effort to build their homeplace and

attained great using their i and intellige

ces. The monk Le Zong was a pioneer who
began cutting the Mogao Grottoes and his great action was strongly surpported by local people and after
thousands of years more than one thousand caves were opened. There has remained a large ants storehouse with
492 caves, murals covering an area of over 45000 square metres, over 3000 painted statues and over 50000 ancient
articles uncovered in Cave 17 and they are rare and precious in the world for the large scale and exquisite
craftsmanship.

Historical ruins remain everywhere inside the territory of Dunhuang city. There are hundreds of historical sites
passed down from the ancient times such as the Yangguan Pass, the Yumenguan Pass, the Great Wall of the Han
Dynasty, the White Horse Pagoda, the ancient town of Dunhuang, Fire Beacons and etc.. They all are the
historical testimonies solidified and cultural relics accumulated in the past, and have marked the past brilliance of
Dunhuang.

The unique natural landscapes including the Mingsha Mountain, Yueyaquan Spring. Yadan Landforms are
created by the nature exquisitely and miraculously, and they have formed a delightful contrast with man—
made cultural views for a long time.

If we say that the man-made cultural views such as the Mogao Grottoes, the Yangguan Pass, the Yumenguan
Pass, the Great Wall of Han Dynasty have testified the people's intelligence of Dunhuang, the natural
landscapes of Mingsha Mountain.  the Yuyaquan Spring, the Yadan Landforms, Wowa Pool has been the
testimonies of creation by nature in Dunhuang. The combination of people’s intelligence and natural creation is
the source of Dunhuang’s brilliance which has produced a historical influence.

Today, people live in Dunhuang with abundant products and rich lives and the air is heavy with the aroma of
fresh water melons and fruits, and they have carried forward the industrious and intelligent trandition of the
ancestors and made an effort to build Dunhuang better in the future.

1

The ity of develop comes inuely and the key pointis how to realize it and grasp it. Now

we have entered into a new millenniam and justly met the opp of developing the vast
China by the state, and Dunhuang will reappeare its brilliance on the Silk Road before our eyes during this rare
historical period with rich cultural accumulations and unique natural conditions.We will grasp the opportunity and
meet the challenge with a new appearance to develop the economy, enrich the culture and produce a new brilliance.

This picture album fully indicates the historical culture and people's new appearance of Dunhuang
city with large amount of various pictures and brief explainations and mainly introduces the natural sceneries
and historical sites to you for realizing the history, enjoying the arts and appreciating the culture on the Silk
Road.
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