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The city of Datong, situated in the north of Shanxi Province, PR China, boasts its
long history. As far as 100 thousand years ago, i.e. in the Paleolithic Age, our forefathers i 1
lived and multiplied on the land. In the Spring and Autumn Period (770———476 B.C.),
tribes Linhu, Loufan and others of the northern minority nationality Beidi lived here on
hunting or in nomadism. At the beginning of the Warring States Period (475—-221 B.
C.), there lied the State Dai, and then it was annexed into the State Zhao. After the First
Emperor of Qin unified China in 221 B.C., the area of Datong belonged to Prefectures
Yanmen and Dai. Located beyond the Yanmen (Goose Gate) Pass, Datong served as a
place for ancient agricultural and nomadic civilizations to meet and mix, where various
cultures conflicted and blended. As also an important place contested by all strategists,
military heroes fought here for their own separatist regimes in the past two thousand
years. Meanwhile, there, against surrounding mountains in all their majesty,were built
up magnificent halls,buildings, temples, monasteries and the imposing Great Wall,and
carved marvellous grottoes. In history, the legends of inspiring deeds of great men are
handed down, celebrities with top excellency sprung up like bamboo shoots from genera-
tion to generation. In the area of Datong, rare treasures on earth, valuable historical
relics, material and non—material cultural heritages famed worldwide and even well-re-
puted special products can be found everywhere. Datong’s unparalleled historical style
and features result it in one of China’s 24 famous historical and cultural cities entitled
and issued by the State Council for the first time in 1982. /

In Datong, an ancient capital, there have been créated brilliant and splendid culture
and arts, left rich and colorful historical relics and sites. The original intention of the edi-
tors of DATONG, AN ANCIENT CAPITAL is, by making a meticulous inventory of

Datong’s nature, history, scenes and sights of cultural interest, and rare and unique trea-

sures and sorting them out, to offer the pictorial book to you, dear readers, in order to
make Datong’s resplendent history and culture glorified and developed once more, make
Datong famous throughout the country and the world, understood, loved and embraced
by more people. In the process of the book’s edition, Datong Municipality Committee of
CPC, Datong Municipality People’s Government, Shanxi People’s Publishing House, and
friends from all social circles support us vigorously. By working round the clock with
unceasing efforts, the editors—colleagues from Datong Municipality Committee of CP-
PCC, Datong Municipality Federation of Trade Unions with ACFTU and Datong Institute
of Cultural Industry Studies make their fruits of painstaking labor for many years be
printed and published at last.

Tong Li
May 16, 2008
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