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TR A B NS LA R A B — R R M, A7 RS AT R AT H a2 AR R
NSRRI HAE TR Y Ak SNP A 19 Pl A S P R AR e, B
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HIE” DIRMEXMEEEIE RS L AT UL Na - Dene i85, X MRULTE 20 tH42 90 4F
REAG KRG/ FAEYFIEREN R, BB T 90 S I LUREE S JUE TR & %7 R FiE
BRI ETHIIRE, HOMEEIR, B UEENE, EMEDE %R AR T 20000
~ 40 OO0 R A FE AR IEZE A BT HL 307 0 iy S [RIHE 5, 3 8 NS 2K RT B M BT 3 o b 26
FEMEE, SNEERETRREHRIERRUL, INHEPERE . Shpcas, F/RFBEE, #50
A—EEINE . BB EREURILFRERE., BRHE (FRERES) . S8iE,
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FET RN AIER, I Alan R, Bomhad WiliE:, RRE—TEEREEIERENNE
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HER B F%ERD,

B E RSB R MW BRIE R 24, BEYE S, Starostin 7£ 20 42 80 FLIEH
T OW—EMBRIER” MBS, BIUGEE . tEnRENT R EEUEEN. XINMERXA
RESEMENELIEN Na- Dere IBRA X, HMBHHA “Dene—RmMEKIER". RE¥ED.
Bengtson B iff FILLEMPEH T A R XK EHTE . EREATIHA Burushaski # & L 95
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Ilia Pejros B B ¥ Z M HIR B T KIER (Austric),

FEEESEMEHFHIHRARATRETHEH, XEELEFHEFRILHE (Colin Renfrew)
£ 1987 SE IR EAE (Bl FES) AN —PMERENERS, XA B FTHRE
EIEKE RIBEHWERENE, frHFANXERNES FARARELER, RS HEEN
R, RUMAODFEENIRFELRERBLEFVIFRIFSE, Y5 FFHHHEK
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—EBMEEMTIEEROEEL S, BAFIE2EH Peter Bellwood AN, FEHIENI S 5%
BB OHA R -3, RIERS 58X iy, FBEEMNHES, ESENENHY
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WHIEBERIES . (IKBRIES AP HFEMARZEFEEINREG—BE, XBRS
SR BAR—BW. EESERNERRNEL, RAREERELN Y RAKBH
KO, NHABEHMEK (BFER) BRETBRNBERE, —XIHE8, 5—XUEKHE
TSP EHTERBERAT., X—FHES5IE T ZHXEMTE,

ERERER. ESHARKEERMHEXRRTE, #EEXFRE—HERY (Luig Le-
ca Cavalli — Sforza) 1EH TEEMTH. XMERTEHHBEBXENEXXAFEEEXAN L
BB FHEEE—TAGHIT: ERALXSRENEERELZHEMY R R &g
7. SR ERT FEE DNA B, BBV ENIRGE . FHHESHE
FITHE, NTHERSTRERBENTIE. BRERMESHER MW ITIEELT . A
ERWMHIE S A EES WA T Z A ETARME X R; EREEAT, TLRE
AT FRE S SR RIE R R AE RS LB RIE, R T ALREHE
BRI (HGDP), HEMNEREHAHA LA ARREKAE, SAEERNWEGER, UL
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X F#HALIES # (evolutional linguisties) WIHTR F KRR, FRE—HB/ROMEMNRE,
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B,

PEEERCLHEBIGREK ARRETEREMIGEERWEREE, AEH4¥E LU,
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SEHLX NI AEENRBENSEE., HAARERHCKIEN, ERSFEELEIERE,
FrAasEREAT IR REMNERSC, DRAREBNERBTRFESEHAFNERE
BREE; WWRIE®R (KIA) BRABESE O AR ERAFE AR EROMEEE; HRENK
JE R 2R B 55 rh g YA (8 R AR R SR A R R B 38 AR ARIE, B T BB SRR
FOEAMBEAIEMSE. HANUNER, LILS5PENELFE (RFTRER /R GHIR
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AR, 75 Y e nEm ENAAMT AN —8 0. Bur UM, HRAALER
EMERTHEERmREEIL. RIOMHIEIEEDZTHETEHCBREARHE T W, MEZE
Wi ki, BayL, B, JERFEARIE., EE¥REEEE. BE1E (BFEESIE,
FIE) . AREBEHAB T RER, RIMUCVEBEHEN, EA Bellwood g, MARE
ALER KR Z BRI O, AR —PMRIEMK S, MER—-MEENNS.
M EGE LR HIX, FTREFE R /7 RiE R ATRFEHA SR, JURE - T EZ M A EENY
s, H—HmEXSEE XML ERNES B RERMEXER,

PUEMBERIBEX RO ALK EEET EFIAT, rBEERmHEN DR A
EBHE”, WER THEZIEEH R, B0t E. #E. 9. DEFERRES
607 LAY Y Pefafk FE DR S SHMERIRD, 7T AZAEEES 10 000 /T &
PR REALREHASULNERERSNEIESKIWE S, ERBEEREAR
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REPERAMGHE. SREOKRFIES, TERELATIES, HELCAOE—HEKE
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B2, BaEEMT, SGEBERREEIETY . ARE, SHENR, RITEES
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Origins of Sino-Tibetan and

Prehisteric Language Contacts in Eurasia
Xu Wenkan

Abstract: According to Prof. Rebecca L. Cann, for most of the 20th century, the fields of
genetics, linguistics, and archaeology evolved in parallel, and only in the past 15 years has a substantial
change, referred to as the “Emerging Synthesis” by archaeologist Colin Renfrew, been attempted. Ar-
chaeological, linguistic and genetic evidence has suggested that the human population experienced an ex-
pansion in the last 100 000 years, spreading rapidly to its current worldwide area of occupation. In addi-
tion to the study of mitochondrial and autosomal DNA, attention has recently focused on Y-chromosome
variation. Now, we can speculate that human language originated perhaps as recently as 50 000 or 60 000
years ago, with the emergence of our Most Recent Common Ancestors (MRCA) . Humans leaving Africa
for Eurasia may have taken a coastal route across Saudi Arabia, through Iraq and Iran, to Pakistan, along

Indian coastlines, and then further across East Asia until they reached Southeast Asian island regions that
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were in various stages of sea level change. Today, these regions are settled by people speaking mainly the
Pacific, Austric, and Furasian language superfamilies, and account for most of the world" s current popu-
lation. It is now universally accepted that the Han dialects (Sinitic languages) are genetically related to
the Tibeto-Burman languages, constituting the core of the Sino-Tibetan family of languages. Beyond this
relationship, however, there is little consensus. To begin with, there is the decades-old debate on the
other two group Prof. Li Fang-kuei included with Sino-Tibetan: the Kam-Tai and the Miao-Yao. Rival
theories place them in other language families. As for the more distant relatives, there are some hypothe-
ses. According to the new view of Prof. S. Starostin, the Sino-Tibetan proto-language is a branch of the
Dene-Caucasian phylum of Languages. It is said to include the Basque, the Burushaski, the Ket (a
Yeniseian language) , some of the languages of the Caucasus mountains, the Na-Dene languages of North
America, and Sino-Tibetan. Proto-Chinese later came into contact with Austro-Asiatic and Austronesian
languages, which resulted in Sino-Tibetan borrowings in Austric ( Miao- Austro-Asiatic and Tai-Austrone-
sian) and Austric borrowings in Chinese. Sino-Tibetan languages seem to have been spread through a
much wide territory in Southeast Asia and South Asia.On the origins of Sino — Tibetan, further research
will reconstruct proto — language, based on the data of Eurasian linguistics, archaeology and genetics.
This interdisciplinary cooperation makes it possible to penetrate deeper than ever before into our remote
past . ‘
Key Words: Sino-Tibetan family of languages Eurasia Continent Origin
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