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A Profile of Kaihua County

Located in the west of Zhejiang Province, on the border between Zhejiang, Anhui and Jiangxi
provinces, Kaihua, a county at the source of the Qiantang River, covers a total area of 2236.61
square kilometers, of which 9.3 percent is arable land and about 84.8% forest land. The territory,
79.6% of which is covered with trees, is rich in natural resources. 10 plants, among the flora dis—
tributed in the region around Zhejiang, can only be found in Gutianshan Mountain of the county and
still 25 kinds of rare endangered plants are under special state protection. Elliot's pheasants, black
muntjacs, clouded leopards and so on are among the first class national protected animals. Over 20
kinds of mineral deposits have been proven, of which coal reserves accounts for 49% of the
province's total reserves. The theoretical water power reserves amount to 90,661 kilowatts. Besides,
there are some provincial-level units of cultural relics protection such as the Special Committee of
the CPC of the Zhejiang and Anhui, the Wang Ancestral Hall, the Lucky—omen—giving Hall as well
as 57 other county—level units of cultural relics protection like the Site of Shuangsikou (of the Ne~
olithic Age), the Site of Liyu Mountain (of the Neolithic Age), the Site of Lower Jieshou Porcelain
Kiln (of the Song Dynasty).

Since China adopted the reform and opening-up policies in late 1978, Kaihua has actively
been promoting the economic, political reform and industrial restructuring. After stepping into this
brand new century, the local government, through the implementation of “eco~friendly, local-style”
strategies, has established the Gutianshan National Nature Reserve and the Qianjiangyuan National
Forest Park, and it has seen a rapid development in the local-style agriculture such as the Longding
Tea and edible fungi, as well as in some specialized industries like those involving silicon and xyli-
tol. Kaihua now has joined the front ranks of the production of monocrystalline silicon, organic sili—
con, xylitol and in terms of the technical installations, nationwide, and even globally, all of which, in
turn, have won it a sequence of honorary titles of the “State~level Ecological Demonstration Zone”,
“Home to the Longding Tea in China”, “Home to wood ear fungi in China”, “Home to needle
mushrooms in China”, “Home to the Chinese Tree—Root-Carving”, “National Green Model for the
| country”, “High-level National Base for Potential Weightlifting Talents”. In addition, Kaihua has
also made great progress in various social undertakings. In 2005, the ratio of Kaihua’s first industry
to second to third was 21.7:42.6:35.7. The county completed 3.208 billion yuan of gross domestic
product with a per capita GDP of 1156 dollars and a total local financial revenue of 242 million

yuan.
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