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Introduction

Deng Xue-jian, born in 1953, male, from Lianyuan of Hunan Province. is a professor and supervisor
doctoral students in the Zoology Department of the College of Life Science, Hunan Normal University. He is
an assistant reviewing expert of the Endangered Species Scientific Commission, P. R. C., a member of the
expert panel on the prevention and control of airports bird hazard of the People’s Liberation Army Air Force,
an expert on Yangtze River wetlands of the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), a consultant of the Hunan Associat-
ed Society of Environmental Protection, a standing member of council in Hunan Zoological Society, a standing
member of council in Hunan Wildlife Conservation Society, a standing member of council in Hunan Ecological
Society, a member of the Evaluation Committee of Natural Reserves and Ecological Function Reserves of Hu-
nan Province, a member of the Evaluation Committee of Natural Reserves of Forested Wetlands and Terrestri-
al Wildlife of Hunan Province, a part-time researcher of Tourism Research Institute of Hunan Normal Univer-
sity, a first-degree trainer of Hunan Normal University Environmental Education Center of World Wildlife
Fund, an judicial wildlife appraiser of the Judicial Department of Hunan Province.

Engaged in the teaching and scientific research of vertebrate zoology since 1978, Deng Xue-jian has suc-
cessively offered courses of vertebrate zoology, vertebrate taxology, methodology and principle of animal tax-
onomy, field research methodology of vertebrate, Chinese bird culture, environmental education and innova-
tion, etc.

The author has accomplished in succession over 60 scientific research projects. He also has presided over
the first survey of Hunan wetland resources and terrestrial wildlife. In completing the exemplary project of
Yangtze River wetlands restoration of the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and the China wetlands project of the
Global Environment Facility (GEF), he conducted an in-depth and systematic research on the animal resources
in Dongting Lake wetlands. He is now undertaking the general investigation of vertebrates in Hunan Province
and the compiling of Hunan Fauna.

So far, He has compiled 7 textbooks , published 2 monograph and more thanl20 papers. He also has
taken part in the compiling and pubilishing of 15 books . discovered and reported 2 new species. Over 120 new

records of animals in Hunan Province were made by him.
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General Preface

Hunan Province is located in the middle reaches of Yangtze River in the subtropical
monsoon climate. The annual average temperature is 15. 8°C ~18. 7°C. Temperature in the
southern Hunan is higher than the north, and that in eastern Hunan is higher than the west
with a difference of about 2°C. The frost-free period lasts for 260~310 days. Rainfall in Hu-
nan is abundant, of which the average annual data is 1000 ~1800mm. It is surrounded by
mountains in the east, west and south. The domain of Hunan has a shape of horseshoe. Its
central and northern part is flat Dongting LLake Basin which is a part of the Jianghan Plain.
Hydrographic net in Hunan is complete with Rivers of Xiang, Zi, Yuan and Li, as well as
their tributaries, joining in Dongting Lake and floating into Yangtze River in the shape of
tree branches and fan. Vegetation in Hunan belongs to the region of subtropical evergreen
forest. Montane mixed evergreen and deciduous broadleaved forests can be seen in regions
with higher elevation. High mountains in parts of southern Hunan have the characteristics of
South China-Nanling region: Alpine coniferous forests mix with broad-leaved forest.

To sum up, the whole territory of Hunan has a mild climate and is interlaced with
mountains, hills, plains, wetlands, rivers and lakes. The Hydrographic net in Hunan is
complete and the composition of vegetation is complex, which is conducive to the survival
and reproduction of lives. Therefore, Hunan breeds a wealth of species and induces count-
less migratory birds flying to the south, whiéh provides conditions for us to protect and rea-
sonably exploit resources.

In order to meet the need of economic development, reasonable exploitation of resources
and the demands of environmental science, Hunan scholars on zoology have been fervently
looking forward a local fauna. It will not only serve the needs of production and social devel-
opment, but also serve as important reference books for the teaching and scientific research
now and thereafter,

The Compilation Committee of Hunan Fauna was established in 1992, the specific work
of which is undertaken by Hunan Zoological Society. It is supported by the provincial party
committee, provincial government, related provincial departments and related societies. The

first committee elected is as follows:

Chairman; Yin Changmin| (Professor of Hunan Normal University)

Vice Chairmen: Shen Youhui (Professor of Hunan Normal University)
He Hongen (Professor of Hunan Normal University)

Members in the order of surname strokes:
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Cheng Yuanda (Researcher of Hunan Institute of Animal Science)
Liu Duo (Professor of the Former Hunan Medical University)
Chen Guoan (Researcher of the Research Institute of agriculture mod-
ernization of Changsha, Chinese Academy of Science)
5 volumes are to be compiled:
Human and animal parasitic worms
Araneae
Amphibians Reptilia
Aves
Mammalia
Due to the personnel changes and the need of works, the second Compilation Committee
was elected in 2004 .

Chairman: Yin Changmin| (Professor of Hunan Normal University)

Vice Chairmen: Shen Youhui (Professor of Hunan Normal University)
Peng Xianjin (Professor of Hunan Normal University)
Members in the order of surname strokes:
Deng Xuejian (Professor of Hunan Normal University)
Cheng Yuanda (Researcher of Hunan Institute of Animal Science)
Liu Duo (Professor of the Former Hunan Medical University)
Yang Daode (Professor of Central South University of Forestry and
Technology)
Chen Guoan (Researcher of the Research Institute of Agriculture mod-
ernization of Changsha, Chinese Academy of Science)
Hu Zigiang (Professor of Hunan Normal University)

The volume of Mollusca is programmed to be added.

Through 16 years’ endeavor of all the compilers, the research results will come out in
succession from 2008, which is rather inspiring and encouraging. Under the care of provin-
cial party committee and provincial government, with the support from various units. we all
feel consoled to do a job for Hunan Province to pay back the grace of feeding of our fellow
countrymen. Here we have to pay homage to the deceased seniors Gu Changdong, Zhou
Yuyuan, Liang Qishen, Liu Suli, etc and our colleague Wang Yixian and Wang Jiafu. They
took part in the early study of animals in Hunan and collected a lot of specimens.

We are especially grateful to the great attention of provincial party member, provincial
government and related functional departments. Provincial leaders such as former secretary
of provincial party committee Xiong Qingquan, Yang Zhengwu and Zhang Chunxian, former
governor of province Zhou Bohua enquired for times about the progress of our work. They
learned of and solved the difficulties in our work by directing the related functional depart-
ments to provide special financial support. Department of Finance, Department of Educa-
tion, Department of Science and Technology, Planning Commission, Forestry Department,

Department of Public health offered financial support in succession.
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Our thanks also go to Academician Zhu Zuoyan of Natural Science Foundation of China,
who offered financial support after his inspection in Hunan,

Compilation Committee of Hunan Fauna
>
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Preface

1 am glad to hear that Aves Passeriformes Hunan Fauna to be published. 1 would like to express my
hearty congratulation to the chief editor Prof. Deng xuejian at Hunan Normal University.

Birds are an important component of biodiversity. They are valuable natural resources. China is a country
with relatively large distribution of birds. So far over 1371 kinds of birds in China, 14% of the world’s birds
are distributed in China. Such a large range of birds is indispensable to the various geographical environment
and ecological types in China. Hunan is an important province of central China which zoogeographically be-
longs to the South China Region, Oriental Realm. Ranging across the sub-region of hills and plains in the east
and that of mountains and plateaus in the west, the terrain of Hunan has a “U” form. It borders Guizhou and
Chongging to the west in Wuling Mountains; in the east it is adjacent to Jiangxi Province in Luoxiao
Mountains; Guangdong and Guangxi lie to the south across the Nanling Mountains, while to the north is the
vast alluvial plain of Dongting Lake with Hubei Province to the northern bank of Yangtze River. The special
geographical location of Hunan results in its special environmental features, which provides more living space
for birds.

In the early studies about birds in China, research data concerning birds in Hunan are rare. The most au-
thoritative research is the investigation of avifauna resources organized by Chinese Academy of Science in
1955~1957. In 1960, Zhen Zuoxin reported 124 species of Passeriformes in the 22 counties of Hunan. In
1965, Liang Qishen reported 14 species of Passeriformes. Thereafter, there has been a blank of a long period
about the sort research of birds, especially Passeriformes in Hunan Province,

Prof. Deng xuejian is a member of China Ornithological Society, a famous avian specialist in China. A se-
ries of papers are published on ecological study, taxonomy and fauna of birds, In his research work of over 30
years, he traveled to more than 120 counties and carried out systematical investigations of the natural reserves
all over the province. The publication of Passeriformes Aves Hunan Fauna compiled by him is a great achieve-
ment for the research of classification and distribution of avifauna in Hunan Province, and is also a significant
improvement for the research of ornithofauna in China.

Passeriformes of Aves Hunan Fauna describes 232 species and subspecies of Passeriformes detected in
Hunan, including 80 new records of Passeriformes in Hunan. Based on the specimens collected in Hunan
Province, the author collected materials concerning bird studies of Hunan Province since 1900, analyzed and
described the research achievements of various stages. Based on these he introduced the Passeriformes’
distribution in the 14 municipalities and prefecture of Hunan Province, analyzed their community structures
and faunal characteristics, evaluated their endangered status and proposed protective measures. The author al-
so compiled the identification keys of Passeriformes in Hunan according to the discovered species. Passeri-
formes of Avifauna of Hunan systematically describes the Passeriformes in Hunan Province. It is fairly scien-
tific and documentary and lays a sound foundation for the compiling of Hunan avifauna annals.

Avwes Passeriformes Hunan Fauna is by far the most systematic document reflecting the background re-

sources of Passeriformes in Hunan Province. Based on physical objects, this book is highly scientific and docu-
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mentary with detailed materials and is excellent in both description and accompanying pictures and is of ad-
vanced level in China. It has a positive effect on the research of birds and protection of animals and even the

whole country.

Zhang Zhengwang
Secretary General of China Ornithological Society
November 22, 2011



