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In this unit you will:

1. learn about how the universe works and man’s
exploration of outer space;

2. familiarize yourself with words and expressions
related to the theme of this unit;

3. learn to use these words and expressions;

4. learn the ABCs of news reporting and listen for
key details in news reports;

5. practice listening with other non-theme-related
audio and video materials;

6. learn how to accept or refuse an offer using the
proper expressions and sentence structures.




Course

Theme-Related Activities

Section I Science Report

Task1 Watch the video clip and then decide wheth-
er the following statements are true or false.

1. Richard Noone is moving his family from Florida to
Georgia because he likes mountains better than oceans.

2. The rare formation of the five planets on the fifth day of
the fifth month is a sign of disaster to Noone.

3. Ancient people were so confused by some heavenly
events that they turned to supernatural forces for expla-
nations.

4. The constellations of the zodiac were used by ancient
civilizations to predict the coming of disasters.

__5.The recurring cycle of light and darkness formed the ba-

sis of the first religious belief of worshiping the sun.

Task 2 Watch the video clip a second time and then
complete the following sentences.

1. On May 5th of the year 2000, a planetary alignment will
that will destroy

coastal areas.
2. Astrology is the belief that the heavens
life on Earth.

3. From the dawn of history man began to observe nature:

disappearing with the light and its warmth, the

rising moon , and a light

show of distant stars slowly

4. Systematic observation of the heavens begins

. For primitive man the sun

5. Our earliest ancestors had little

Therefore, it is natural for them to

Word Bank

surge /s3.d3/ n. Wi, W

planetary /'pleenatri/ adj. 172

alignment /a'latnment/ n. A% (REL),
WL, EM

dire /'dare(r)/ adj. itany, KB

Biblical /'bibltkl/ adj. &%k

cosmic /'knzmik/ adj. FH##

ultimate /'Alttimat/ adj. &, RAH,
BREY, BIEH

astronomy /a'stronemi/ n. X33

astrology /e'stroled3zi/ n. 2R, HE%

immemorial /1ma'mo:riel/ adj. K,
B, AT

baffling /'beeflin/ adj. 4 AEm#

usher /'Afo(r)/ vt. 51%, %

usherin 3li#, FEl

divine /dr'vain/ adj. ¥, #EH

grid /grid/ n. #F; M

intact /in'teekt/ adj. SEEFFhRE, FEAR
iy, REMBEH

constellation /konste'lerfn/ n. £, £
B

zodiac /'zeudisek/ n. #ili#r, +_HE;

(FER) BH, +-4H

canopy /'kaenepil/ n. #%, K&

continuity /kontr'nju:ati/ n. 4Lt

reign /rein/ v. 43k, FE

recurring /rr'ke:rin/ adj. &, HRRE

in the way of # --- i

ascribe /e'skraib/ v. HEF, H&TF

to nature’s most basic

questions.
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have a

g‘rbu'p discussion based on thing 'ﬁ’uestions.
After the discussion, each group will give a brief re-
port to the class.

1.

Sechion Il Scien

Task 1

Do you agree that what happens in the heavens above influence life

below on Earth? Please give examples to support your point of view.

. What is your zodiac? Do you think it decides what you do and

who you are? Why or why not?

. Is astrology science or superstition? Please give reasons for your

answer.

. Do you sometimes wonder if there are other life forms in outer

space? Why or why not?

« PAas
e Repori

Watch the video clip and choose the best

answers to the following questions.

1.

What is driving the Japanese company to develop permanent hu-

man habitations on Mars?

A. Sophisticated technology available that enables humans to
travel vast distances.

B. Funding from the Japanese government for outer space colo-
nization.

C. The belief that water can be obtained from ice lying in the soil
on Mars.

D. The conviction that Mars can be terraformed into a blue plan-
et like the earth.

. What could threaten human beings once they move to live on

Mars?

A. Lack of crops and fuel.

B. The deadly atmosphere on Mars.
C. Ultraviolet radiation from the sun.

D. Human ambition to colonize the entire planet.

. In thousands of years, what will Mars be terraformed into?

A. A planet covered entirely by water.
B. A planet with earthlike life supporting systems.
C. A planet surrounded by greenhouse gases.

D. A planet accommodating millions of people.

et
AR

>
s
B

Word Bank

habitation /haebr'tern/ n. &k, 1
it

premise /‘premis/ n. Ri#k

Martian /'ma:fn/ adj. X E2#

domed /deumd/ adj. BB Tk, ik
$i 1)

enclosure /in'kleuza(r)/ n. FElki, [
E2

ultraviolet /altre varslet/ adj. %45hk
#

terraform /'tere fo:m/ v. Gig{s#bERA:
P37 7

nitrogen /'nartradzen/ n. &

eon /i:an/ n. FH4E, KA

arid /'eernd/ adj. TH#H, REH

earthling /'3:8lm/ n. LA, f&A

preposterous /prr'posteres/ adj. i
B, RN

mimic /'mimik/ vt. #4jj

vessel /'vesl/ n. 74, #%IL

simulate /'simjulert/ vr. ¥, #ifh

terrestrial /te'restrial/ adj. #uEkeY,
bl )

microorganism
/ matkrau'o:ganizem / n. A4

carbonate /'ka:benert/ n. #mkL

scheme /ski:m/ n. 7%, i

drilling rig &5#L; &5

probe /praub/ v. ##

water table #1TF/kiE

visionary /'vizeneri/ n. #H%K, WE
x

Obayashi Corporation k#kéitkt 4
# (BFERBAAFZ—)
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