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Preface

From the 1990s, charitable undertaking began to attract public attention and concern in
China. Besides some men of wealth, there are also many people who earn humble incomes have
dedicated themselves in the undertaking. It is them who shoulder the philanthropic undertaking.
They do not make a sensation in the name of philanthropy, but silently consist on their sincere
dedications. It is because these people with a philanthropic heart toward the world that charitable
undertaking can develop with such a great momentum in China.

It has been a long tradition for the Chinese nation to help those in need. The thoughts of phi-
lanthropy have long taken root throughout Chinese history. As an important part of the nation's
social security system, charitable undertaking has won high recognition from the Central Commit-
tee of the Communist Party of China (CPC) and has been recorded in the CPC Central Committee
Decision on the Enhancement of the Party's Governance Capability. This indicates that charitable
undertaking is not only a way to satisfy the demands for social assistances, but also significant for
the construction of socialist harmonious society.

In recent years, numerous organizations and individuals that are philanthropic enough to help
the poor have emerged in China. They have played an important role in improving social equity
and stability and realizing common prosperity. Mr. Hou Xigui is an outstanding representative
among them.

The picture album Philanthropist Hou Xigui—Relieving Needy People like Spring Breeze
and Rain, compiled and published by the China Pictorial Publishing House, will be soon presented
to readers. With informative text and authentic photos, this picture album records the road toward
philanthropy that Mr. Hou has walked in the past more than ten years and conveys great enlighten-
ment.

A drop of water can reflect the brilliant rays of the sun. From Mr. Hou and his respectful
deeds, one may find out the philanthropic thoughts and selfless philosophy hidden amidst ordinary
Chinese people. The humanistic spirit generates actual powers. I believe that the future of philan-
thropic undertaking in China depends on such a spirit.

I hereby present my congratulation on the successful publication of this picture album.

Fan Baojun
December 28, 2005

( Mr.FanBaojun is the chairman of the China Charity Federation )
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The province of Hunan is known for its beautiful landscapes and long history, as well as a respectful
tradition handed down from generation to generation among locals. Over thousands of years, the land has
cultivated numerous people with lofty ideals, of whom there is an outstanding man with a philanthropic and
patriotic heart. He is Mr. Hou Xigui, a social activist and philanthropist known both at home and overseas.

Mr. Hou is an ordinary man. He was born and grew up into a family on the banks of the vast, pic-
turesque Dongting Lake. Like many others, his life is tied with the ups and downs that the entire nation
has experienced. Poverty and sufferings during his childhood bestowed on him unmatched courage and
wisdom. As early as the early 1980s, he went alone to Shenzhen and Zhuhai, the frontier of a just opened
China, where he found a stage to perform his capacities. Then he went to Hong Kong to achieve a further
success.

Mr. Hou is at the same time an extraordinary man. Over the past more than ten years, he has donated
some 100 million yuan for philanthropy, a record-breaking high among individual philanthropists in Chi-
na. These charitable donations manifest his love and kindness for the nation and people.

His philanthropic acts impress tens of thousands of people and have won him a lofty reputation.

Consecutively, Mr. Hou has acted as chairman-in-chief of the Hanshou County Committee of the
CPPCC (Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference), honorary chairman of the Youxian County
Committee of the CPPCC, a member of the Changde Municipal Standing Committee of the CPPCC and
the Hunan Provincial Committee of the CPPCC, and vice chairman of the Hunan Charity Federation.

In 1998 and 2002, Mr. Hou was successively elected as a member of the CPPCC National Committee;

In October 2003, he was nominated as one of the First National Top Ten Stars in Social Welfare;

In November 2004, he was honored by the China Charity Federation with the titles "honorary chair-
man of the Council of the China Charity Federation" and "permanent member of the Council of the China
Charity Federation."

In December 2004, he was nominated as one of the Top 100 Influential Philanthropists in China.

For his charitable acts during many years, Mr. Hou has not only won wide recognitions among the
public, but also won high praise from the Party and government. Such Chinese top leaders as former CP-
PCC Chairwoman Deng Yingchao, former Vice President Wang Zhen, Marshal Xu Xiangqian, Zhu Rongji,
Wei Jianxing, Li Lanqing and Wan Guoquan met him for many times and encouraged him to "make more
contributions to the people."

In the face of honor, Mr. Hou claims, "Philanthropy is my lifelong career. I never want any return

from this. I just hope my humble efforts will awaken more people to concern public welfare."
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