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Abstract

Motivated by the conceptions of green development, circular economy, low
carbon life and city’s habitability for people, The Report on the Development of China’s
Eco-cities attempts to explore a new path for constructing city’s ecological civilization
with Chinese characteristics. It aims to improve the general public’s ecological
awareness and provide decision-making consultation and guidance of engineering
practices for eco-city construction, as well as to advocate and lead the green
development. The report, adhering to the scientific outlook of people-oriented
development, takes eco-city construction as a project for the most essential
concerns—improving people’s living standards, catering to people’s demands and
administering people-centered governance. The top priority of eco-city construction
is to reestablish a human-friendly environment and to transform people’s values
concerning their surrounding environment, and accordingly change people’s ways of
production and life.

By carefully and systematically studying the deterioration of the ecological
environment and worsening “urban Ills” in China today, the report proposes a
notion of “emulating the human body” for managing and constructing eco—cities and
a strategy of three-phase green development of those cities that goes from light green,
to green, and to dark green. In addition, some basic ideas for constructing an eco-
city are presented: “Integrating ecological environment, green life, environment-
friendly production with the development of cities and towns; Supporting the
development of eco-cities with Ecological Gardens and Green Communities; Linking
cities with agricultural zones, natural zones and cultural zones; Jointing hands of the
government, enterprises, NGOs and the citizens to build eco-cities; developing a
harmonious relationship among man, nature, and society. ”

Complying with the inherent law of eco-city development, the report puts
forward the strategy of three-phase green development. To fulfill the general demands

and develop cities for featured purposes, it builds a dynamic evaluation model with
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Abstract

the “key indicators plus extended indicators” , in accordance with the conceptions
and the standards of eco—ity green development. By means of the evaluation model,
the report selects the top 115 eco-cities of “healthy development” and the top 50
cities of “featured development” which cover environment-friendly cities, resource-
saving cities, cities of circular economy, cities for sightseeing and leisure, cities of
green consumption and cities of comprehensive innovation. In addition, the report
presents a new step-by-step approach to developing eco-cities under the principle of
“categorized evaluation, categorized guidance, categorized construction and phased
implementation”.  Notions such as progress priority, construction difficulty and
construction comprehensiveness have been introduced into the categorized evaluation
system, so as to make the evaluation, guidance and consultation of staged eco-city’s
construction more scientific, concrete and workable. The report urges the
government, enterprises, NGOs and the citizens to fulfill their respective

responsibilities and take the initiatives to build habitable, green eco-cities.

Key Words: eco-civilization; ecocity; green development; categorized

evaluation ; categorized guidance
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