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Abstract

Social construction is an important issue proposed since the Sixteenth
National Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC). Social
construction refers to the social subject’s social behavior and social processes
to improve people’s livelihood and promote social progress in a purposeful,
planned and organized way. A study on CPC’s theory and practice of social
construction is of great theoretical and practical significance in building
China into a moderately prosperous society in an all-round way and realizing
the Chinese dream of bringing about a great rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation.

The Party’s social construction theory has a solid theoretical and
practical foundation. In terms of theory, Marx and Engels’ social organism
theory, the thoughts of man’s free and comprehensive development, the
thoughts of the people’s well-being and the social security thoughts, as well
as Lenin’s social construction thought, have become a valuable theoretical
origin for the Party’s social construction. In terms of practice, the exploration
and practice of social construction in the Soviet Union, the first socialist
country, CPC’s positive and negative experience in the 30 years after the
founding of new China, and the social transformation since the reform and
opening up have set an impressive background of the theory and practice of
the Party’s social construction.

The thought of the Party’s social construction in New Period has
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experienced an evolutional process of proposing, developing and improving.
Its practical exploration mainly consists of four stages: the first stage, starting
after the Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh Central Committee and ending
before the Twelfth National Congress of the Party, was the adjustment of
social relations and the restoration of order; the second stage, beginning
with the determination of a comprehensive reform at the Twelfth National
Congress of the Party and ending before a new upsurge of reform and opening
up in the early 1990s, was the social construction in its initial period and full
swing; the third stage, starting with the setting of the market economy system
as the reform objective at the Fourteenth National Congress of the Party and
ending with the basic establishment of a moderately prosperous society, was
the initial social construction in building the socialist market economy; the
fourth stage, starting with the proposal of building the moderately prosperous
society in an all-round way at the Sixteenth National Congress of CPC, the
proposal of building the harmonious socialist society, and lasting to this day.

With the continuous exploration and practice on social construction,
our Party now has a more in-depth theoretical understanding of the status,
content, focus and principles of social construction. Some important thoughts
put forward by our Party from the theory of promoting reform and opening to
the outside world and at the same time strengthen the construction of the legal
system to that of Five-in-one reflect the shift of its work focus at different
stages. Since the Sixteenth CPC National Congress, social construction
has become an important part of the theory of Five-in-one, and it takes the
people’s wellbeing the most direct and practical problem of the people’s
greatest concern as its priority.

Social construction is a systematic project. Viewing from the overall

construction plan, we should insist on the development of social programs,
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actively cultivate and develop social organizations, integrate social
management resources, make innovations in social management system
and measures in order to improve continuously the level of scientific social
management, optimize social organization structure, adjust social class
structure, plan urban and rural structure as a whole, improve population and
family structure, integrate social values to form the mainstream one, mobilize
all social forces, and resolve social contradictions. From the micro level, we
will speed up the establishment of the social security system covering both
the urban and rural areas, with social insurance, social assistance, and social
welfare as its foundation, old-age pension and medical care as its key, and
charity and commercial insurance as its supplement. We will give priority
to moral education, carry out quality education to our people’s satisfaction,
improve modern education, and cultivate qualified socialist builder and
successor with balanced development in morality, intelligence, physical
fitness and aesthetics. We will implement proactive employment policy and
improve the employment structure to reduce unemployment. We will strive
to resolve the problem of unfair income distribution by deepening the reform
in income distribution system and using every possible means to increase
income for both urban and rural people. We will establish a basic medical
health system covering both urban and rural areas to improve the health level
of the residents. We will make our utmost effort to benefit people and relieve
their anxiety. We will keep a sustained progress in creating such a social
situation in which all the people can be educated, all the workers are paid
according to labour, all the patients are well-treated, all the elderly are well-
supported, and all the people have their places to live in, and we will exert
ourselves to achieve better lives for the people.

The theory of social construction by our Party is characterized with

o By @
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“human nature” and “value”, and it remains to be further enriched and
developed in the practice of moving forward the building of socialism with
Chinese characteristics. It also faces a series of difficulties and key issues,
which need to be solved in the process of improving the people’s wellbeing
and innovating social management, and consequently initiating a new phase
of the harmonious society of “everybody is responsible” and “everybody
shares™.

In conclusion, the theory and practice of social construction of the
Communist Party of China has deepened the understanding of the law of
construction of socialism with Chinese characteristics, improved the progress
of socialist modernization, and promoted the ruling concept of the Party. It
opens a new stage for the development of Marxism, which fits the reality in

China.
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