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Preface

In recent years Otog Qi ( Nei Mongol)
has become one of the most important re-
gions for Cretaceous dinosaur tracks any-
where in the world. In1989, following the
publication of the proceedings of the First In-
ternational Symposium on Dinosaur Tracks
and Traces, little was know of the global dis-
tribution of dinosaur tracksites. Nevertheless, ! g /
the importance of the Otog Qi region of Nei @ i
Mongol was already indicated because it is an example of an area with one of the

y

world's 12 “largest tracksites,” with a known site with more than 1000 footprints. At
this time the dinosaur tracks in this region were not known in any detail. Since this
time Dr. Li Jianjun and his Chinese, British, American and other international col-
leagues have studied the a}ea in much more detail and have located more than 16
sites, that have been mapped and documented in the scientific literature.

We now know that the area reveals a diverse mixture of dinosaur and bird
tracks. Among the dinosaur tracks are some of the first sauropod tracks ever found in
China. These include trackways of small and large individuals traveling together as a
gregarious group. Because these tracks were threatened by river erBsion and salt
deposits, the whole site was excavated and moved up 2.8 meters to higher
ground. This was one of the largest and most successful excavations of dinosaur
tracks ever undertaken in the world. Tracks of many different types of theropod dino-
saurs are also known including a large sized individual that was running at more than
40 km/hour-one of the fastest dinosaur speeds ever estimated from a trackway. A
large theropod also left footprints named Chapus, by Dr Li, in recognition of the
high diversity of footprints found in the Chabu district. Other recent finds include unu-
sual footprints of large theropods with four toes.

During the Cretaceous birds were also evolving alongside theropod
dinosaurs. Indeed, China is one of the world’s most famous regions for producing
fossil birds from this time period. Thus it is not surprising that bird tracks have been
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reported from a few sites in China and elsewhere in Asia. However, compared with
the discovery of small samples of bird tracks from Sichuan, Shandong and Liaon-
ing, the Otog Qi area has produced a much larger sample of bird tracks from multiple
localities.

All these discoveries attest to the extraordinary importance of the Otog Qi area
for the study of fossil footprints ( vertebrate ichnology) pertaining to dinosaurs, birds
and other tetrapods. Otog Qi is a paleontological treasure and | am very happy to
have had the opportunity to study a beautiful region, rich in natural resources, that is
so important to Nei Mongol, China and to the global paleontological record. Because
fossil footprints are so abundant and diverse, trackers (ichnologists) have been able
to follow a steady stream of recent and new discoveries discussed by Dr Li in this fine
volume.

The authors, Dr. Li Jianjun, Dr. Bai Zhigiang and Mr. Wei Qingyun have inves-
tigated and studied the dinosaur tracks in Otog Qi for more than 10 years. In this
book, The Dinosaur and bird tracks in Lower Cretaceous of Otog Qi, Inner Mongo-
lia, they did a great job to synthetically and systematically describe all track sites in
Otog Qi for the first time. More than 1500 dinosaur tracks and more than 100 bird
track fossils in 16 track sites are classified into 5 ichnotaxa.' The book also probes into
the possible relationships of the track makers by putting them in the systematic clas-
sification and into the environment that the dinosaurs lived in and their
behaviors. Therefore, the publication of the book is very important to the understand-
ing and research of the paleontology, paleoenvironment and paleoecology of Otog
Qi, and even to the ichnology study in China. So | am very glad to write a preface for

the fine work.

actoslog®

Dr. Martin Lockley,
Dinosaur Tracks Museum
University of Colorado at Denver
Denver, Cplorado, 80217 —3364 USA
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