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In ancient times the city of Zhongshan was called Xiangshan. Itis
the hometown of Dr. Sun Yat-sen and is well known as the hometown
of many overseas Chinese. The history of the overseas Chinese of
Zhongshan can be dated from hundreds of years ago. Since that, many
Zhongshaness have been moving abroad for living, studying, taking
up residence, doing business, and self-development. Today, there are
over 800 thousand overseas Chinese and compatriots of Hong Kong,
Macau and Taiwan, settling in over 90 countries and regions. With the
patriotic love of their motherland and their hometowns, these over-
seas Chinese have making a great contribution to the society and eco-
nomy of their motherland and the hometowns. In order to exhibit the
history of their hard working and bringing benefits to the society to
encourage descendants to endeavor, the Zhongshan Government
decided to set up the Zhongshan History Museum of Overseas Chinese,
and has established the Leadership Group and the Preparation Office.

In 2005, the Preparation Office started the acquisition of collec-
tions on the objects and materials of the overseas Chinese of Zhongshan.
In 2010 and 2011, it sent two delegations go to Australia and the United
States of America to carry out the abroad acquisition. Supported by the
overseas Chinese, we have made great achievement on the acquisition.
So far, the museum has collected more than 3,000 items.

These objects and materials reflect the comprehensive situation of
the overseas Chinese of Zhongshan, in the areas like travelling abroad,
business, daily life, organizational activities, and their supports to the
revolution, the Anti-Japanese War, the construction, the production and
living in their hometowns, with high value meaning of history and collec-
tion .Based on the initial study, we selected about 100 items to compile
The Catalogue of the Selected Cultural Relics of the Overseas Zhongshan-

ess (the First Volume) ,to show the achievements of the museum during
these years and acknowledge all of the supporters sincerely.
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Xiangshan is adjacent to Hong Kong
and Macau. During the Ming-Qing Dyna-
sties, Xiangshaness began to go abroad
for seeking further development as they
could have contact with the outside world
earlier. Since the late Qing dynasty, more
and more Chinese went abroad as the re-
sult of various factors at home and abroad.
In this situation, with their diligence, cou-
rage and go-aheadism, many people of
Xiangshan emigrated to other countries
and broke new ground in the countries
they lived.
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The commemorative medal for 200th anniversary
(1806-2006) of Chinese Arrival in Trinidad and
Tobago, issued in 2006.

Donators: Xiao Rongqing and Long Min
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The commemorative coin for centennial
(1903-2003) celebration of founding Me-
xicali by Chinese in 1903.

Donator: Ouyang Min
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The commemorative plaque for centennial
(1852-1952)celebration of the first Chinese
contract laborer who arrived in Hawaii in
1852.

Donator: United Chinese Society of Hawaii
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g Zhongwei

Donator: Zhan
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Harper's Weekly, published on May, 20", 1876 in
New York, one page of which was a sketch about

the Chinese emigration to America on board the
pacific mail steamship—Alaska.

Donator: Pedro Chan, Ph.D.
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Placer gold dug by Chinese gold miners
in the California Gold Rush.

Donators: Jian Zhiping, Jian Qingtong
and Weng Lili

MEXEFRTNELT.
BRA: FRERk

Ladle for gold washing used by
overseas Chinese in Canada.

Donator: Chen Diqiu
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Luggage used by overseas Chinese
who went and returned from abroad.

Donator: Li Dafei
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Suitcase used by Sun Fo.

Donator: Sun Suiying
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Part of the Confession Papers of Lin Chao
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Part of the Confession Papers of Lin Ji'an
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BIBA: KiPfH

Confession Papers of Lin Chao and his son
Lin Ji'an, written separately in 1914 and 1939,
which were the special documents of the over-
seas Chinese in the USA to prepare for the
questioning of the immigration officers dur-
ing the period of the exclusion of Chinese.

Donator: Zhang Zhongwei
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Certificate of residence issued to Chinese
laborer residing in Honolulu, Hawaii, U.S.,
in 1901 under the provisions of Chinese
Exclusion Act.

Donator: Liu Lingan
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