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Unit 1 Ways of Learning

Part | Suggested Teaching Plan

Objectives

Students will be able to:

1. grasp the main idea (that it would be ideal if we could strike a balance between the Chinese
and the Western styles of learning) and structure of the text (introduction of the topic by an
anecdote — elaboration by comparison and contrast — conclusion by a suggestion);

2. appreciate the different ways to compare and contrast (point-by-point method or one-side-at-
a-time method);

3. master the key language points in Text A and learn how to use them in context;

4. understand the cultural background related to the content;

5. express themselves more freely on the theme of Ways of Learning after doing a series of theme-
related reading, listening, speaking and writing activities;

6. write a notice in an appropriate way.

Time Allotment

/lst period 2nd period 3rd period 4th period | 5th period %
Step 1 Step 3 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5
Warming up Language/culture | Language/culture | Check on Further study and
Step 2 study and practice | study and practice | homework practice: do
Global analysis comprehensive
of Text A language practice J

.2a. Unit1 Ways of Leamning



Teaching Steps

Step 1: Warming Up

1. Ssare supposed to have listened to the story told by an American mother about her son’s way
of learning before class. Now see if they can complete the statements based on it.
2. Group Discussion:
1) Divide Ss into groups and discuss the following questions:
— What is your way of learning?
— What is the way of learning characteristic of Chinese students in general?
— What are its strengths and weaknesses?
(The discussion may center on four points: goal of learning, process of learning, teachers’
roles and learners’ roles.)
2) Invite 2 or 3 speakers for their respective groups to report the results of their discussion to
the class.
3. Ask Ss to keep in mind what they have discussed and see what Professor Howard Gardner says
about our way of learning and what comparison he makes between Chinese and Western
attitudes toward learning,.

Step 2: Global Analysis of Text A

1. Organization of the text: Have Ss scan Text A and then ask them to answer the questions in
Text Organization exercise 1, p.11.

2. Guide Ss through the directions for Text Organization exercise 2, p.11. Then have Ss scan
Paras. 6, 7, 11, 12 and decide what method of comparison and contrast is used here (Paras. 6
and 7: one-side-at-a-time method; Paras: 11 and 12: point-by-point method).

Step 3: Language/Culture Study and Practice

1. Explain language points and have Ss practice them.

2. In the meantime ask Ss to do some of the Vocabulary exercises, and the text-related and the
theme-related Cloze exercises.

3. Draw Ss’ attention to the different ways to compare and contrast.

4. Discuss with students the cultural background related to the essay.

Step 4: Check on Homework

1. Check if Ss have done in their spare time the rest of the exercises on Text A and discuss with
them common errors that crop up in their homework.
2. Check on Ss” home reading (Text B).

Step 5: Further Study and Practice

1. Have Ss do in class Part IV: Comprehensive Language Practice.
2. Assign Ss to prepare the next unit:

1) do the listening task;

2) preview Text A.

Unit 1 Ways of Learning



