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LESSON ONE

TEXT

The Growth of China’s Agricultural Science

China was one of the first countries in human history to
engage in agi'icultural production. Throughout the centuries;
the Chinese peasants have gained immense knowledge of, and
experience in farming. Even before the Han Dynasty (206
B.C.—220 A.D.), several books had been written on agriculture,
chronologically summing up the experiences and technique of
agricultural production in ‘China.

Centuries of feudalism, however, and more recently the
decades of cruel oppression under imperialism, feudalism and
bureaucratic capitalism combined to bring about the stagna-
tion of China’s agriculture. It became backward technically
and scientifically. The countryside was bankrupt and most of
the people had even hardly enough to eat.

After the birth of New China, the Communist Party and
the people’s government paid great attention to the develop-
ment of agricultural - sciences and fostered them in:every
possible way. A research system' was organized with the
Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences as its centre.

e 1 o



Research departments for agricultural mechanization, meteorol-
ogy and uses of atomic energy have been speedily set up.
Agricultural research organizations and experimental stations
have been established throughout the country. Besides train-
ing all types of agricultural technicians, agricultural colleges
also co-operate with the various research institutes.

Chairman Mao Tse-tung, the great leader of the Chinese
people, lays special emphasis on agricultural science. He
summed up the general experience of our peasants and
scientists, pointed out the direction for the development of
agricultural production and science and formulated the Eight-
Point Charter for Agriculture. Under the guidance of this
Charter,” our agricultural scientific ~workers go to the
countryside and remote areas to take part in actual produc-
tion. They sum up the advanced experiences of the peasants
in cultivating various crops and popularize the results of their
research. They are striding confidently forward in carrying
out the great historical task of the technical revolution in

agriculture.
New Words
throughout [Orut’aut] prep. iﬁﬁ;ﬂﬁ:
gain [gein] vt. 3R
immense [i’mens] a. FCRREY,) KBl
B. C. [‘biz’siz/bi’for’kraist] (Before Christ ZR%) 24
JTRT ;



AT

chronologically
technique
feudalism
recently
decade

cruel
oppression
bureaucratic
stagnation
technically
bankrupt
birth

foster
department
mechanization

meteorology

speedily
organization
establish
college
co—operate
institute

lay

{,ei’diz/’@nou’dominai]] (Anno Domini Z %)%
FTTUR)

[ krone’lodgikeli] ad. #%HR4E1H

[tek’nizk] 7. HA

[‘fijurdelizm] 7. ﬁ%ﬁﬁ;ﬁ%i)‘(

[’rizsntli] ad. B3tk

[‘dekeid] 7. +4¢;4—id

("kruel] a. ZRE:H), IR

[o’prefon] ~n. FE

[ bjusrou’kraetik] a. EfE LI, B (BIR)H

[steg’neifon] 7 {E§F; %

[“teknikeli] = ad. A I

["baeykrapt] a. WE=Hy

[bo:0] n. FEAH:; HA:

[foste] wvt. ¥kih, Rk FF

[di’pa:tment] 7. #KM ;R

[,mekenai’zeifon] 7. HlLiRfkL

[mistio’rolodgi] 7 S&%; GE—HAH) X
EdE/ )]

[’spi:dili] ad. iRHE, teih
[,o:genaizeifon] 7. HLEJ; MR

[is’taeblif] vt. 3L ,3XAL; #Hok

- ['kolidz]  m. B (R) (FFH) k¥

[kou’opereit] vi. &4fE;EB)

[institju:t] n. BFFZEHT; B2

[lei] (laid [leid]) , vt j; Eﬂi; 7= (88, &
(&)



special [“spefol]  a. Rl ; IR

emphasis [“emfosis] (pl. —ses [-siiz]) n. 3RF,mE

formulate [“formjuleit] " or. (AR HEH) Feltis -
AR

charter - [‘tfaxte] n. ZEE

guidance [‘gaidens] =~ $§%,#55]

remote [ri‘'mout] a. F&TH;TRHEER

actual [(eektjuol] a. SChRi; BE

popularize ["popjuleraiz] wvt. #EJ",ETERK

stride ; [straid] (strode [stroud]; strid [strid], stridden
[stridn])  vi. G3

confidently [konfidontli] - ad. 'Fy/{5H; B/S Ht

historical [his’torikel] - a. FHs( E)AY

Phrases and Exprossions» :

to sum up Skl
to bring about  B[#E,%R4 -
to lay emphasis on (or upon) My, HE T

‘Notes to the Text
1. the Han Dynasty [3o ’han ’dinssti] n. L&
2. the Chinese Academy.of Agricultural Sciences - Has[EZR L
3. the Eight-Point Charter for Agriculture kA5



EXERCISES

1. Fill in the following blanks with the correct forms of the
verbs in the brackets: s J8E

3

In agriculture, great attention (pay) -to the

production of grain and cotton.

Preparations (make) for autumn harvesting,

plowing and sowing.
(im-
(live) - better

The living standard of the peasants
prove). They know that they

in the future.

Working on the farm (become) a part of our

daily life.
The students (write) some useful articles
(Z#) on increasing the yields under local (Z#hfy)
conditions.

Research made by the agricultural workers
(produce) some outstanding results and these

(popularize) among the peasants.

The peasants (satisfy) highly with the
excellent (R #y) varieties
experimental farm of our college.

(raise) “on the

Experiments (make) now to produce better

machines to transplant (#4#) and harvest rice.
We are now able to produce in large quantities

tractors which not (produce) before.
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II. Translate the following sentences into English:

1. FEZHER EREAIRL A HERZ —,

2. EEKBIM A Gh, PEARERL LEERETHEE
B AR AR,

3. TR NBAFNGER T , RE MR T+5 % m k.

4. FRBUR , B RBAE IR BB R R R, 38 T B2
e MR 15 B PSRRI A

5. BEMIBMARL “AFEE”, KA T RELR 4
BRE., (RHE to accelerate)

6. R MAEBEAYZIT AR FEE MR H IR, RBMA =53,

7. RRRLERME - ARLTHEEHEEES, RIBZ
B bt 3, B MTCRR A7 , 35 Bk F AR A I 2 A B

III. Translate the following passages into Chinese:

IV.

Relying on  collective effort, the Tachai (K %)
peasants have worked hard over many years to transform
their barren hills and ravines and improve their farming
methods. They have closely studied the Eight-Point
Charter for Agriculture and have been trying to find the
best way to apply these principles to local conditions.

In addition to learning the new scientific techniques,
they have got their veteran farmers (%) to hand on
(46#2) their experience. They have kept on searching
for better farming methods. They have freed them-
selves from (32Jf) poverty, and are now advancing along
the road of stable high yields and a common prosperity.
Tell something about China’s agriculture before and
after liberation,



INDEPENDENT READING

Tasks of Agricultural Workers

The Eight-Point Charter, formulated in the autumn of
1958, concerns measures for deep ploughing and soil improve-
ment, proper application of fertilizer, irrigation and water
conservation, seed selection, rational close planting, plant
protection, improvement of farm tools, and field management.
Since the points are closely connected, good results can be
achieved only by combining the fruits of research in all these
spheres. Agricultural workers in different fields are therefore
co-operating to work out general procedures applicable on a
large scale to crops in different areas.

An important job for the  agricultural workers is to
analyse and popularize the wealth of experience accumulated
by Chinese peasants. This includes a detailed knowledge of
the natural and farming conditions for the cultivation of local
crops and of how to apply the Eight-Point Charter most
effectively. :

In the years after liberation, by combining theory with
practice, outstanding successes have been scored in sum-
marizing the rich farming experience of the Chinese people
over thousands of years and in studying and solving many
problems in production. Successes have also been achieved
through a combination of improved methods of cultivation,

e 7



preventioxi and elimination of plant diseases and insect pests,
amelioration of soil and suitable irrigation. This is of special
importance because they help to raise production levels before
the modernization of farming has been completed.

Now the agricultural workers are confronted with the
following main tasks:

Attainment of higher per-unit-area yield;

Rational utilization of the land and water resources for
the promotion of agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry,
side-occupations and fishery;

Modernization of agriculture under China’s special con-

ditions.

New Words
measure [‘mezo] n. (%M pl.) #HHE, ik
improvement [im’pruivment] n. IR,k
proper [‘prope] & EXLH;IESHH
application [ @pli’keifon] n. R ;&EH
rational [‘refonsl] a. AT ;EMEM
close [klous] a. SREH
management [‘manidzment] n. &z
connect [ke'nekt] wvt. JB&R; W
sphere [sfie] ~. FEH, fHR
procedure [pro’sizdze] ' n. M ; BFF
applicable [“eplikebl] a. ]3E Ry, BENHHY
wealth [wel®] n FE;HE

¢« 8 ¢



accumulate
detailed
effectively
success .
score
summarize
solution
combination
prevention
elimination
pest
amelioration
attainment
utilization
resource

promotion

close planting

to work out

applicable to

a wealth of

per-unit-area yield

[e’kjuimjuleit] v. FAERE
[di'teild] ~a. ZEHIRY
[i"fektiyli] ad. F3H
[sok’ses] n. JZhs Ak
[sko:] wvt. ZRKMG

| [’samoraiz] vt. RakE s

[so’luzfon] n. P

[ kombi'neifon] 7. #54&
[pri‘venfon] n. Bfjik; FEBH

(i limi‘neifon] 7. JHK;IHE
[pest] n. #EH
[o,mizlie’reifon] n. R ,HKIE
[o‘teinmont] 7. 3K45; ik

[ ju:tilai’zeifon] n. F|H
[ri"sois] n (HHPL) B
[pro’moufon] n. ﬁx&,%ﬁ

Phrases and Expressidns

# i

AT 5 0 BOkF
5% T
H B

plant diseases and insect pests

HEHIR
LU 2V S



