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About IELTS Reading

Orientation

General Training Reading

The IELTS General Training Reading test takes 60 minutes. It is divided into
three sections of increasing difficulty.

» Section 1 has short texts which come from advertisements, timetables, in-

struction manuals and the like.

» Section 2 has longer texts (usually two texts of about 500 words each)
which give information and advice about education and training.

» Section 3 has one longer text (about 700 words) with more complex lan-
guage and structure. The text will be about a general topic and will come
from sources like general interest magazines.

There are about 40 questions to answer. The questions may come before or af-
ter the reading texts. There is a variety of questions. Often there are examples of
how to answer the questions.

You may mark or write on the question paper, but all answers must be written

on the answer sheet.
Academic Reading

The IELTS Academic Reading test also takes 60 minutes. There are three read-
ing passages on topics of general interest and 40 questions to answer. The passages
are taken from magazines, journals, books and newspapers. At least one text con-
tains detailed logical argument.

Each reading passage is between 700 and 1000 words long.

Remember you must write your answers on the answer sheet as you go. Unlike
in the Listening test there is no time to transfer them at the end of the test.

Although there are something different between the formats of General Train-
ing and Academic Reading tests, candidates usually apply the same reading strate-

gies and skills to cope with them because they are with same types of questions.
Common Question Types

Matching headings to paragraphs



Summary completion

True/False/Not Given or Yes/No/Not Given
Matching of details

Sentence completion

Completing an illustration

Multiple choices

Classification

Short answer

Study Program

People learn and study in different ways. No one plan best suits all candidates.
So, every participant should make his or her own study plan. Remember, if you fol-
low a comprehensive program to prepare yourself for IELTS reading, you are build-
ing yourself up to peak performance on the day of the exam.

We make several suggestions as references to your study plan, but they need to
be interpreted flexibly.

* Decide what you need.

» Choose appropriate passages for your reading practice.

* Practise the reading skills needed for IELTS reading.

Decide What You Need

Prior to devising a study program, you have to check what you need. You can

ask yourself the following questions to find out more.

About reading module

Do you know how long the reading test lasts?
how long the reading passages are?
how many questions there are?

the formats of the questions?

About reading skills
Do you need to improve your vocabulary?
your skimming skills?
your scanning skills?
your ability of guessing the meaning of unknown

words?



About reading habits

Do you read English every day?

Are you learning new vocabulary every day?

Can you state ten new words that you have learned last week?

Do you review the key steps in coping with different tasks when trying different
exercises?

Choose Appropriate Passages to Read for Practice

As an independent English reader, especially when your aim is to improve read-
ing ability in a comparatively short period of time, it is very important for you to se-
lect appropriate passages as your reading materials. If you can not find something
interesting in your materials, you may get distracted by other things while reading.
And if there are so many new words or sentences with complex structures, you may
feel frustrated. So, if your reading is enjoyable and the reading materials are not so
difficult, you will probably read more often, and even get a good habit of reading.

Remember, the ability to read a foreign language requires a lot of regular prac-
tice, especially when your aim is to read for IELTS which demands you to read accu-
rately and quickly. So, try your best to read a large amount of materials every day.

You can choose reading passages from the sources listed below :

+ textbooks from English speaking country, either textbooks of high school or
university., Check and make it sure that the passages in textbooks suit your
current reading ability. The textbooks can be on any disciplines, for exam-
ple, nature science, history, geography, accounting or social science.

» Popular magazines like Economists, Science, National Geographic, Nature,
etc:

» Encyclopedias such as The Encyclopedias of Great Britain. Skim through
the list of contents or index and select some parts that you find interesting to
read.

+ English-language newspapers. Read articles that you find interesting, such
as sport, current events or even the comic strips.

» English language textbooks. Books for extensive reading will be the first

choice.
Practise the Reading Skills Needed for IELTS

To improve your reading ability, you should get good reading habits. To be an
efficient reader, you can do the following activities before you read a passage, while

you read it and after you read it.



Before reading

+ Anticipate what you are going to read as much as you can.

For example, if you are going to read First Degree Courses, you may want to
know what courses are in the first degree. It is reasonable to expect that the article
may contain introductions to those courses, teaching methods involved, even some

approaches to assess students’ work.

While reading

* Underline pronouns and decide what they refer to.

Select a short reading passage and underline every pronoun you can see. Then
decide what these pronouns refer to.

» Ask yourself what the writer is doing.

As you read, ask yourself what the writer is doing. Is the writer giving a defi-
nition? Is the writer providing examples, describing cause and effect, or classifying
something? Decide what headings you should give to those paragraphs.

« Guess the meaning of the words.

Select a short reading passage and underline every word you don’t know.
Guess the meaning of the words and then check your guesses in a dictionary. Re-
member, any passage which contains new words more than 4 per cent of the total
number of words will be out of your control.

* Predict what comes next.

When reading a passage, occasionally stop and predict what might come next.

After reading

+ Anticipate questions.

After you have read a passage, think of the questions that might be asked about
it. For example, if you read Esperanto, you might anticipate questions like: when
was Esperanto created? How many people use Esperanto? Where does Esperanto
vocabulary come from?

» Write a short summary.

After you read a passage, write a short summary. This is a good way of chec-

king how much you understand when you read. It helps you to focus on the main

points of the passage.
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Chapter il

The TIELTS test requires you to read effectively and efficiently. A
successful candidate usually follows a four-step strategy.

Step one  Survey the text (look at the text quickly);

Step two  Read the instructions and analyse the question statements;

Step three lLocate the specific information needed to answer a question;

Step four Read the information intensively to decide on the question.
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Now, use the four-step strategy to deal with the following exercise.

You should spend about 8 minutes on Questions 1 =7 which are based on the
passage Heart Attack.
Heart Attack
A heart attack is caused by a reduction in the blood supply to the heart
muscles. This is commonly caused by a blood clot obstructing an artery in
the heart. Heart attacks can be mild or severe. If you suspect that someone

has had a heart attack, call for medical help immediately.

Signs of a heart attack

Sudden onset of pain in the centre of the chest. The pain will be vice-

like, crushing. It could be confused with very severe indigestion. It may

spread upwards and outwards to the throat, jaw and arms.
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Shortness of breath.
The pulse rate may become faster, or weak and irregular.

The casualty will become pale and sweaty, and show signs of shock.

Action to take

Call an ambulance. Check the heartbeat and breathing. If it has
stopped, then commence external chest compression and mouth-to-mouth
ventilation immediately.

If the casualty is conscious, move gently and as little as possible into a
comfortable position. A semi-recumbent position is the best. It is easiest for
the casualty to breathe in this position and take some of the strain off the
heart.

Loosen any clothing around the neck and reassure that help is on its
way. Monitor heart rate and breathing regularly until help arrives. If the

person becomes unconscious, move to the recovery position.

Preventing a heart attack

« Stop smoking

Smoking is the major cause of heart disease. It damages the arteries and
the circulation of blood. Stop immediately.

+ Take regular exercise

Steady and regular exercise is very beneficial. Walking is a good form of
exercise,

¢ Check your blood pressure

High blood pressure can cause a heart attack. Ask your doctor to check
your blood pressure.

« Eat a sensible diet

Cut down on the amount of fatty foods that you eat. Cut fat off meat.

o Keep your weight down

If you are overweight, this puts an extra strain on the heart. Shed those

excess pounds now!
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Reading Strategies

* Avoid unnecessary stress
Do not push yourself to unrealistic targets. Be sensible abut the amount

of work you do each day.
Questions | = 2

Choose the appropriate letters A —D.
1. What causes a heart attack?
A. Too much blood getting to the heart muscle.
B. Not enough blood getting to the heart muscle.
C. An artery in the heart.
D. An obstructed heart muscle.
2. Which of the following is not a sign of a heart attack?
A. Pain in the centre of the chest.
B. Indigestion.
C. Breathing difficulties.

D. Fast or weak and irregular pulse rate.
Questions 3 — 1

Complete the sentences below with words taken from the Reading
Passage. Use NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer.
3. If you think someone has had a heart attack, try to get

4. After calling an ambulance, check the casualty’s

Questions 5 — 7

Do the statements below agree with the in formation in the Reading Passage?

Write . TRUE if the statement is true

FALSE if the statement is false

NOT GIVEN if the statement is not given in the passage
Example:

External chest compression and mouth-to-mouth ventilation should




only be given by someone with medical training.

Answer: NOT GIVEN

5. Avoid moving the casualty more than necessary.
6. Sitting in a semi-recumbent position strains the heart.

7. Loosening clothing around the neck reduces the casualty’s blood

pressure.

The three different kinds of questions used in the Demonstration are the
most common question types in IELTS Reading test:

« Multiple choices;

« Sentence completion;

* True-False-Not Given.

Following the four-step strategy is usually the fastest and surest way of
doing the kinds of questions in the reading test. We will now look at each of

these steps in more detail.

Survey the Text (Look at the Text Quickly)

You can quickly obtain a lot of useful information about a text by just
looking at:

* the title;

+ section headings or subheadings (if there are) ;

* topic sentences in the paragraphs;

« any words in special prints;

* any illustrations like diagrams, tables, or pictures (if there are) ;

« any unusual features of the text (e.g. layout or boxed text).
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Reading Strategies
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Surveying tells you about the topic or subjects of the text. It may also
tell you something about how the text is organised. Surveying may also tell
you the main points of every paragraph, something about the writer’ s
purpose—whether the intention is to give instruction, to compare, t0

classify, to give information, or to argue, and so on.
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Exercise 1

Survey the following passage within one minute, then answer questions 1 — 5.
How to Revise for Exams

Students learn and study in different ways. No one way best suits all
students. We make the following suggestions, but they need to be
interpreted flexibly.

A. Your attitude

Start with a positive frame of mind. Remind yourself why exams are
necessary (to measure student performance and to assess student potential) ,

and why you are going to do well in your exam (because you have been




