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&
Theme-Related Reading

1. What questions does the speaker want the freshmen of Georgia Tech to consider?

2. What kind of academic environment can the freshmen expect at Georgia Tech?

3. Why does the university use the name “Georgia Tech” more often than the word “university”?
4. According to the speaker, to what does “other education” refer? '

s Why does the speaker ask the freshmen to spend time examining their own thoughts and ideas?

g'extA

New Student Convocation Address:
“What You Can Expect at Georgia Tech”

President G. P. “Bud’” Peterson

Good evening! It is my great pleasure to welcome you to Georgia Tech.

As you begin your Tech experience, I want you to consider three questions. First, what is
reasonable for you to expect from us? Second, what can we expect of you? And third, what is it
that you hope to accomplish while you are here at Georgia Tech?

First, what can you expect of us? You can expect: excellent faculty engaged in pioneering

research and innovative' teaching, an enormously talented student body with a strong work ethic ethic
d tive “can-do” atti d a beautiful 4 . B e
and a positive “can-do” attitude, and a beautiful 400-acre metropolitan campus. metropolitan
You can expect to live, learn and work in a challenging and high-quality academic’ KEBHAY
environment, one that will stretch you and challenge you—one with new experiences, both
inside and outside the classroom. -
You can expect choices. Through our colleges of Architecture, Computing, Engineering,
Management, Sciences, and the Ivan Allen College of Liberal Arts, Georgia Tech offers Liberal Arts
e

coursework leading to degrees in 36 undergraduate majors, 6 undesignated bachelor of science

degrees?, 47 master’s programs, and 30 doctoral programs as well as preparatory programs for

T R T T T A T T S R T S T

Guess the meanings of the following words in the context.

1. innovative A. 5 B. B HY C. HEHY

2. academic A. 2ERE) B. {55 C. THEH



law, dental, medical, and veterinary schools.

You can expect classmates that are adventurous and have an enthusiasm’ for life. They
and you are change agents and quick thinkers.

You can expect classmates that take their education seriously, set high expectations for
themselves in all their activities, and take responsibility for their actions.

You can expect classmates who see the world as something bigger than themselves, as
something bigger than “YouTube?” moments.

That is what you can expect from your Institute’. Georgia Tech is a research institute—
we use that term more than “university”. What does this mean? It means that we are all working,
as we always have, to answer some of the world’s most challenging questions. You are now a
part of that tradition. You will be working together with some of the world’s most renowned
scholars. Talk to them—ask them questions. Be persistent in your pursuit of knowledge. The
Georgia Tech faculty is very interested in seeing you succeed.

Now, what can we expect of you? We hope that we can expect that you will take care
of yourselves and your friends. That you will make wise choices about your personal safety
and health. As a “newly minted” Tech student, you have new freedoms, new challenges, but
with these, also come new responsibilities—just as you have responsibilities related to your
academic endeavors, so too, do you have responsibilities related to your social interactions.

While we take our responsibilities for your growth and your academic and personal
success very seriously, the main responsibility is yours. Your success depends on you and the
decisions that you will be making in the coming days, weeks, months and years.

There are 168 hours in a week. You are typically in class 15 to 18 hours. That leaves 150
hours for other things. While I’d like to think you are studying for some of that time, there
is a great deal of what I like to call the “other education”,—education that occurs through
opportunities outside the classroom and through your interactions with other people.

I expect, and we expect, that everyone in our community will help to create and
maintain’ an environment that welcomes others, regardless of their differences, for it is these
very differences that make us stronger and make this such a unique and exciting environment.

Finally, I would like to ask you to think about what you would like to accomplish during
your time at Georgia Tech. While finals seem like a long way away, and graduation even
further, they will both be here before you know it—so take some time, be introspective, talk
with those closest to you about what it means to be a student at Tech and what it is that you
want to accomplish during your time here.

I want to share a concept from the recent book written by Malcolm Gladwell that talks
about outstanding achievers in all sorts of fields. He says that there is no such thing as an
overnight® success. Gladwell points out that studies have shown it takes 10,000 hours to
master something, almost anything—that goes for composers, basketball players, writers, ice

skaters, concert pianists, computer scientists and chess masters, nearly anyone. One example
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