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A SELECTION OF FAN PAINTINGS OF MING AND QING

Fan, in its restrictive meaning, an instrument held in the hand and usually used to create artificial currents of air. The
early fan were bamboo and grass. Later the fans of silk (round pear-shaped), or feather or folding fans of paper were popular.
Fan was known in China as early as the Western Han Dynasty (206 B.C. —8 A.D.). On them were painted landscape domestic
scenes, and conventional arrangements of flowers and feathers.

Wang Xizhi (321 —379 A.D.), the most famous calligrapher in Chinese history, once took some bamboo fans from
an old woman and on each wrote five characters. Smiling, Wang said, “Tell your customers that the characters were written
by Wang Xizhi.” The fans were sold in no time.

As far as painting are concerned, since the Ming Dynasty the folding fan has largely supplanted the bamboo and screen fans.
Originated in Japan, the folding fan was in fact introduced from Korea in the Song Dynasty. The earliest folding fan existed now
is a Ming Dynasty fan with a landscape by Emperor Xuan Zong (1426 — 1435). Because of its semi-circular shape and uneave-
ness of the mount, it took some time for the artist to become adept at painting on the folding fan. Nevertheless, in the past five
hundred years almost all great artists have left their beautiful works on fans, forming a treasure separate from their handscrolls
and album leafs. '

Though it may be claimed that the folding fans were only very small paintings of scenes, but they could yet be regarded as
important material for the study of the history of Chinese paintings. This collection contains thirteen pieces of fan paintings of
the Ming and Qing Dynasties preserved in the Museum of the Sichuan Province. These paintings are beautiful, carefully chosen
and they all contain a delightful style.

1. Fishing boat in reed pond by Jiang Song Ming Dynasty
2. Sitting alone under a pine tree by Chen Daofu Ming Dynasty
3. Looking into the distance by a stream by Qian Gu Ming Dynasty
4. Thatched cottage by a stream by Qi Baojian Ming Dynasty
5. Pavilion of cassia tree by Liu Du Ming Dynasty
6. Birds and flowers by Lan Ying Ming Dynasty
7. Bamboo stream and cliff by Yang Jipeng Ming Dynasty
8. Landscape by Gong Xian Qing Dynasty
9. Scenery with mountains and rivers by Lu Qian Qing Dynasty
10. Plum and bamboo by Xiang Dexin Qing Dynasty
11. Watching the waterfall by Wang Shi Qing Dynasty
12. Thatched hut by tree and rocks by Wang Gai Qing Dynasty

Cover: Boat acrossing a river by Dai Jin Ming Dynasty



A

JE

B

N




— W Kuag T 4 A



= W & & I T 4 Bk



s R O | L% & B












=

e
=

R B =
B = @
i

w o K

# 48

= S
X = X
340 BIKEE 1 | Rl
BE KEARJEFTL
RE ¥E S 4R 4 KU
| R< B |k | R | KB
WE" 1R

k. 3
%—H%5. 8068+ 1167

1/8

787 x 1092



