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Madam,

I must begin my correspondence'” by letting you know
that your uncle is the most unreasonable person I was ever
acquainted™ with; and next to him, you are the second,
although I think impartially” that you are worse than he. I
never had the honor and happiness of seeing you, nor can ever
expect it, unless you make the first advance by coming up
to town, where I am confined™ by want™ of health; and my
traveling days are over. I find you follow your uncle’s steps, by

maliciously

bribing a useless man, who can never have it in
his power to serve or divert” you. I have indeed continued a
very long friendship with Alderman Barber, who is governor of
the London society about your parts, whereupon Mr. Richardson
came to the Deanery, although it was writing to the Alderman.
However, your uncle came to me several times; and, I believe
after several invitations, dined with me once or twice. This was
all the provocation ™ I ever gave him; but he had revenge in his
breast, and you shall hear how he gratified it. First, he was told,
that my ill stomach, and a giddiness” I was subject to, forced
me, in some of those fits, to take a spoonful of usquebaugh:
He discovered where I bought it, and sent me a dozen bottles,
which cost him three pounds. He next was told, that as I
never drank malt-liquors, so I was not able to drink Dublin
claret without mixing it with a little sweet Spanish wine: He
found out the merchant with whom I deal, by the treachery’

of my butler, and sent me twelve dozen pints of that wine, for

which he paid six pounds. But what can I say of a man, who,

some years before I ever saw him, was loading me every season
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with salmons, that surfeited” myself and all my visitors?
Thereby it is plain that his malice” reached to my friends as
well as myself. At last, to complete his ill design, he must needs
force his niece into the plot; because it can be proved that you
are his prime minister, and so ready to encourage him in his bad

proceedings ", that you have been his partaker™ and second in
mischief, by sending me half a dozen of shirts, although I never
once gave you the least cause of displeasure. And, what is yet
worse, the few ladies that come to the Deanery assure me, they
never see so fine linen, or better were not stockings, for then
you would have known the length of my foot. Upon the whole,
Madam, I must deal so plain as to repeat, that you are more
cruel even than your uncle; to such a degree, that if my health
and a good summer can put it in my power to travel to Summer-
Seat, I must take that journey on purpose to expostulate’” with
you for all the unprovoked injuries you have done me. I have
seen some persons who live in your neighborhood, from whom
I have inquired into your character; hus / found vou had bribed
them all, by never sending them any such dangerous presents;
for they swore? to me, that you were a lady adorned® with all
perfections, such as virtue, prudence®, wit, humor, excellent
conversation, and even good housewifery; which last is seldom
the talent of ladies in this kingdom. But I take so ill your manner
of treating me, that I shall not believe one syllable of what they
said, until I have it by letter under your own hand. Our common
run of ladies here dare not read before a man, and much less
dare to write, for fear (as their expression is ) of being exposed.
So that when I see any of your sex, if they be worth mending, 1

beat them all, call them names, until they leave off their follies”

>
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and ask pardon. And therefore, because princes are said to have
long hands, I wish I were a prince with hands long enough to
beat you at this distance, for all your faults, particularly your ill
treatment of me. However, I will conclude with charity. May you
never give me cause to change, in any single article, the opinion
and idea I have of your person and qualities. V) vou very long
continue the delight of your uncle and your neighbours round,
who deserve your goodwill, and of all who have merit enough to
distinguish you.
[ am, with great respect and the highest esteem,
Madam, Your most obedient and
most obliged humble servant,

Jonathan Swift
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Naples,
June 17, 1740.
Our journey hither was through the most beautiful part of the finest country in the
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world; and every spot of it on some account or other, famous
for these three thousand years past. The season has hitherto

been just as warm as one would wish it; no unwholesome airs,
or violent heats, yet heard of: The people call it a backward year,
and are in pain about their corn, wine, and oil; but we, who are
neither corn, wine, nor oil, find it very agreeable. Our road was
through Velletri, Cisterna, Terracina, Capua, and Aversa, and so
to Naples. The minute one leaves his Holiness’s dominions, the
face of things begins to change from wide uncultivated® plains
to olive groves and well tilled " fields of corn, intermixed "
with ranks of elms, every one of which has its vine twining about
it, and hanging in festoons™ between the rows from one tree
to another. The great old fig trees, the oranges in full bloom®,

and myrtles in every hedge, make one of the delightfullest scenes

you can conceive’; besides that, the roads are wide, well kept,

and full of passengers, a sight I have not beheld® this long
time. My wonder still increased upon entering the city, which I
think for number of people, outdoes™ both Paris and London.
The streets are one continued market, and thronged with
populace™ so much that a coach can hardly pass. The common
sort are a jolly lively kind of animals, more industrious®’ than
Italians usually are; they work till evening; then take their Jute "
or guitar (for they all play) and walk about the city, or upon
the sea shore with it, to enjoy the fresco®. One sees their little
brown children jumping about stark naked, and the bigger ones
dancing with castanets, while others play on the cymbal to them.
Your maps will show you the situation of Naples; it is on the

most lovely bay in the world, and one of the calmest seas: it has

many other beauties besides those of nature. We have spent two



