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The specifics of Paleo-Indian migration to and throughout the Americas,
including the exact dates and routes traveled, are subject to ongoing research
and discussion. The traditional theory has been that these early migrants moved
into the Beringia ( [1% ) land bridge between eastern Siberia ( PE{f1FE )
and present-day Alaska ( BiH7}0/i1 ) around 40,000-17,000 years ago, when sea
levels were significantly lowered due to the Quaternary ¢/=ciation, These people
are believed to have followed herds of now-extinct pleistocene megatauna along
ice-free corridors that stretched between the Laurentide ( 558 K%K 3 ) and
Cordilleran ( #iti#47 ) ice sheets. Another route proposed is that, either on foot
or using primitive boats, they migrated down the Pacific Northwest coast to South
America. Evidence of the latter would since have been covered by a sea level rise
of hundreds of meters following the last ice age.

Archaeologists contend that Paleo-Indians migration out of Beringia (eastern
Alaska), ranges somewhere between 40,000 and 16,500 years ago. The few
agreements achieved to date are the origin from Central Asia, with widespread
habitation of the Americas during the end of the last glacial period, or more

specifically what is known as the late !¢ 12! maximum, around 16,000—13,000
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years before present.

The Inuit migrated into the Arctic section of North America in another
wave of migration, arriving around 1000 CE. Around the same time as the Inuit
migrated into North America, Viking(4 47) settlers began arriving in Greenland

CH5B% %) in 982 and Vinland (3 %) shortly thereafter, establishing a
settlement at L’Anse aux Meadows (% Jifff% ) | near the northernmost tip of
Newfoundland. The Viking settlers quickly abandoned Vinland, and disappeared
from Greenland by 1500.

The pre-Columbian era incorporates all period subdivisions in the history
and prehistory of the Americas before the appearance of significant European
influences on the American continents, spanning the time of the original
settlement in the Upper Paleolithic ( IHA7 I {C#Y] ) to European colonization
during the Early Modern period.

Pre-Columbian is used especially often in the context of the great indigenous
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\ civilizations of the Americas, such as those of Mesoamerica [the Olmec ( H/) A
#i A ), the Toltec (FE/R4%5¥E A ) |, the Mixtec ( K4 F7e A ) , the Aztec (Fif2%
$55E N ) , and the Maya ( 334 A ) ) and the Andes ( 5511k ) (Inca ( EBJN
AN ) ,Moche ( 55 A ) ].

Many pre-Columbian civilizations established characteristics and
hallmarks which included permanent or urban settlements, agriculture, civic
and monumental architecture, and complex societal hierarchies. Some of these
civilizations had long faded by the time of the first permanent European arrivals
(late 15th—early 16th centuries), and are known only through archaeological
investigations. Others were contemporary with this period, and are also known
from historical accounts of the time. A few, such as the Maya, had their own
written records. However, most Europeans of the time viewed such texts as
heretical, and much was destroyed in Christian pyres. Only a few hidden
documents remain today, leaving modern historians with glimpses of ancient
culture and knowledge.

According to both indigenous American and European accounts and
documents, American civilizations at the time of European encounter possessed
many impressive accomplishments, For instance, the Aztecs built one of the
most impressive cities in the world, Tenochtitlan ( $Fif 77 4 21X ) | the
ancient site of Mexico City, with an estimated population of 200,000. American
civilizations also displayed impressive accomplishments in astronomy and

mathematics.
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1. Pueblo T¥HigHtS

“Pueblo” is a term used to describe modern (and ancient) communities
of Native Americans in the Southwestern United States of America. The first
Spanish explorers of the Southwest used this term to describe communities that
consisted of apartment-like structures made from stone, adobe mud, and other
local material. These structures were usually multi-storied buildings surrounding

an open plaza and were occupied by hundreds to thousands of Pueblo People.
2. Maya Civilization 1333208

The Maya is a Mesoamerican civilization, noted for the only known
fully developed written language of the pre-Columbian Americas, as well as

for its art, architecture, and mathematical and astronomical systems. Initially
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established during the Pre-Classic period (2000 BC to 250 AD), according to
the Mesoamerican chronology, many Maya cities reached their highest state
of development during the Classic period (250 AD to 900 AD), and continued
throughout the Post-Classic period until the arrival of the Spanish.

The Maya civilization shares many features with other Mesoamerican
civilizations due to the high degree of interaction and cultural diffusion that
characterized the region. Advances such as writing, epigraphy, and the calendar
did not originate with the Maya; however, their civilization fully developed them.
Maya influence can be detected from Honduras, Guatemala, Northern El Salvador
and to as far as central Mexico, more than 1000 km (625 miles) from the Maya
area. Many outside influences are found in Maya art and architecture, which are
thought to result from trade and cultural exchange rather than direct external

conquest.
3. Inca Empire EPINTEE

The Inca Empire, or Inka Empire, was the largest empire in pre-Columbian
America. The administrative, political and military center of the empire was
located in Cusco in modern-
day Peru. The Inca civilization
arose from the highlands of
Peru sometime in the early
13th century. From 1438 to
1533, the Incas used a variety
of methods, from conquest

to peaceful assimilation, to

incorporate a large portion
of western South America, centered on the Andean mountain ranges, including
large parts of modern Ecuador, Peru, western and south central Bolivia, northwest

Argentina, north and north-central Chile, and southern Colombia into a state

\
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comparable to the historical empires of the Old World.

The official language of the empire was Quechua, although hundreds of local
languages and dialects of Quechua were spoken. The Inca referred to their empire
as Tawantinsuyu which can be translated as The Four Regions or The Four United
Provinces. There were many local forms of worship, most of them concerning
local sacred “Huacas” , but the Inca leadership encouraged the worship of
Inti—the sun god—and imposed its sovereignty above other cults such as that of
Pachamama. The Incas considered their King, the Sapa Inca, to be the “child of

the sun.”

Cuzco the capital city, was said by the Spanish to be “as fine as any city in
Spain” . Perhaps the most impressive city of the Incan was not its capital, Cuzco,
but the city Machu Picchu. This mountain retreat is built high in the Andes and

y

is sometimes called the “Lost city of the Incas.” It was intended as a mountain
retreat for the leaders of Incan empire and shows great artistry- the abundant dry
stone walls entirely built without mortar and the blocks cut so carefully that one

can’t insert a knife-blade between the massive blocks.
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