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Preface
( Second Edition )

Statistical data are fundamental to economic and social management and
decision-making. To make this process more scientific and democratic in
China, we need not only to provide the public with timely and convenient
access to statistical data but also to help them correctly interpret and use
them. Statistics is in the interest of the public. Improving explanatory notes
on statistical indicators and releasing basic concepts, principles, methods
and processes of official statistics are requirements for information disclosure
and for building a service-oriented government, and more importantly, it is
essential for winning public trust in and support for the government’ s
statistical work and guaranteeing the quality of data at source. The
Explanatory Notes on Main Statistical Indicators of China published in October,
2010 was an important step of the National Bureau of Statistics of China
(NBS) to actively promote openness and transparency in government
statistics. It has been proved effective in disseminating statistical knowledge,
publicizing the statistical work, improving the public understanding of the
statistical science and work and maintaining public trust in government
statistics.

After the book was published, statistical departments, while implementing
the scientific outlook on development and focusing on the priorities of the
Party and the country and the requirements of economic and social
development, established an overall guideline for statistical development and
reform. It is aimed to enhance statistical capacity, data quality and public
trust in government statistics with reform and innovation, standardization
and unity, openness and transparency as its mainline and modern
information technologies as its support. Thanks to their efforts towards
lawful, scientific, public and modern statistics, profound changes have

Preface
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taken place in statistical work. First, the way of producing statistics has
been significantly changed. With the all-round implementation of the " Four
Major Projects" of statistics, which put the online reporting system of
integrated questionnaire for enterprises at the core, the produce of statistical
data essential for the country’s macro-control and management has achieved
paperless statistical statement, E-data collection, networked transmission
and processing and centralized data storage. Second, key breakthroughs
have been achieved in the reform of statistical systems and methods. We
actively promote the integration of surveys on urban and rural households,
improve the statistical work of service industry, prices and people’ s living
conditions and constantly enhance systems of statistical survey in accounting,
agriculture, industry, investment, trade and other sectors. As a result,
statistical systems and mechanisms reflecting the economic and social
situation scientifically and comprehensively have been primarily established.
Third, a solid step has been taken in the direction of standardized, unified,
open and transparent statistics. By further improving statistical systems and
standards, standardizing statistical processes and surveys, advancing
statistical work in accordance with the law and publishing more statistical
information faster in more diversified forms, the statistical work has
witnessed considerable progress in terms of standardization, consistency and

quality of service.

These changes have made it impossible for a considerable part of the original
book to objectively reflect the current statistical work, since the previous
explanatory notes of some indicators were inconsistent with the present
statistical and survey systems in terms of basic definitions, specifications,
computing methods and data sources. Therefore, revisions were urgently
required. Early this year, the NBS organized its departments and relevant
ministries and commissions under the State Council to comprehensively
revise and improve the book. They have made explanatory notes on
statistical indicators in accordance with the latest statistical and survey
systems and interpreted these indicators with the latest statistical data. The
revised book explains reform measures implemented and proposes new
directions for better reform in the future. We hope that with this renewed
book, the public will have a timely understanding of the latest achievements
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in China’ s statistical development and reform, keep abreast of the latest
system of statistical survey and better comprehend and utilize statistical data.
In this way, the public can constantly improve their business operations,
academic studies and participation in the administration and discussion of
state affairs. It also encourages them to have greater attention and support to
the statistical work. This is an important measure taken by the NBS to
thoroughly promote the " Mass Line" campaign and strive for modern
service-oriented statistics for users, respondents and statistical work at grass-
root level, thereby enhancing the capacity and level of statistics which rely

on and for the people.

China is now at a critical point in building a moderately prosperous society in
all respects. The 18th CPC National Congress has made comprehensive
arrangements to push forward the cause of socialism with Chinese
characteristics and proposed an overall plan for promoting economic,
political, cultural, social and ecological progress. This poses new and
higher requirements on the statistical work and provides broad space for
statistical development and reform, thereby ushering in a new period of
strategic opportunities and a golden period for statistical development. On
this new journey, statisticians will further strengthen their sense of
responsibility and mission. They will thoroughly deepen statistical reforms,
continuously strive for statistical modernization and present a more
authentic, accurate, complete and timely reflection of national conditions
and of the progress of economic and social development. In this process,
they will race against time to press forward with statistical reforms and
modernization with unwavering perseverance and courage. In this way,
their work will provide a strong statistical guarantee for the great cause of
building socialism with Chinese characteristics and realizing the Chinese
Dream of a great renewal of the Chinese nation !

Ma Jiantang

Commissioner

National Bureau of Statistics of China
Aug. 2013
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Preface
( First Edition)

Statistical information is an important basis upon which the economic and
social decision making relies. It plays an important role in promoting the
scientific and democratic decision making with respect to the economic and
the social development and in improving the transparency of decision making
and the public participation by means of making the production process of
statistical information available for the public and letting the public have a
better understanding and utilization of statistical information. The statistical
agency is an important platform of government information. To enhance the
transparency of statistical work and improve the public’s identification of the
data quality may improve the public’s trust for the government and further
help build a service-oriented government. Statistics is a science with a
scientific process of human knowledge from the qualitative to the
quantitative, from the individual to the overall and from the particular to the
general. The availability of basic concepts, principles and methods used in
the official statistics and increase of the public’s awareness of the statistical
science will help incorporate useful recommendations from the public to
further improve statistical work and will give full play to the function of
statistics. Meanwhile statistics is of strong practical nature. It requires unified
process and standards to be followed in data collection and it also requests
the respondents to provide the real, accurate and complete data. It will be
helpful to have open statistical policies, legislation and regulations, define the
responsibilities, rights and obligations of all the players in order to strengthen
the public’s understanding of,, support to and cooperation with, the statistical
work and further improve the data quality.

In recent years, many activities have been undertaken by the statistical

agencies in the aspect of promoting an open and transparent statistics, which
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has achieved remarkable results. This booklet of China’s Main Statistical
Concepts: Standards and Methodology written recently by the National Bureau of
Statistics of China is one of the efforts in this regard. This booklet makes an
introduction to the official statistical system of China, current statistical
surveys, the way in which the data shall be interpreted. It includes 17
concepts of economic and social development arousing concerns from all
walks of life. This is an important initiative for the statistical agencies of
China in applying the spirit of the 17th National Congress of the Communist
Party of China and making the official statistics open and transparent.

Presently, China has stepped into a new historical stage of building a
moderately prosperous society in an all-round way and speeding up the
socialist modernization drive. At this stage, China will experience a rapid
economic growth and continuous social progress, and we will have arduous
work of reform and construction in front of us. Statistical science is a
powerful tool for understanding the objective world and mastering the
objective laws. Statistics is the fundamental basis for evaluating the situation,
identifying problems and making policies. Statistics is also an important basis
for strengthening mutual understanding and conducting trade activities
among different nations of the world under the condition of economic
globalization. It is a pressing task for us now to increase statistical
consciousness, master statistical knowledge, improve the statistical
qualifications and to make analyses about changes of economic and social
development with a scientific statistical mode of thinking. Through learning
statistical knowledge and grasping statistical methods, government officials
can realize the situation, follow the laws and strengthen the capabilities of
scientific policy making and modern management in the rapid changes of
economic and social development. Similarly, various economic entities,
research institutions and the general public can have correct understanding
and application of statistical information through the same way and
increasingly improve the capabilities of production management, academic
research and participating in the administration and discussion of state
affairs, and constantly strengthen the self-consciousness of support to, and
cooperation with, the official statistics. This booklet provides the people with
a good reference to the learning the statistical science, understanding of key
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statistical indicators and statistical methods, and to the accurate application of

statistical data.

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, statistical agencies at
various levels and the statisticians have worked very hard under the
leadership of the Communist Party of China and the governments,
continuously made exploration with the spirit of selfless dedication and
rigorous scientific attitude, and gradually established a statistical system
which is suitable to the socialist market economy and meets the requirements
of economic and social development of the nation. And it provides the
leaders of the Party and governments at various levels with a great amount of
statistical data and analytical materials in macro-economic management and
scientific decision making. The system furnishes all walks of life with a wide
range of information services. Standing on the starting point of new history,
we have an arduous and heavy task of providing statistical services for the
scientific development and have a solemn mission of promoting the statistical
cause to have a scientific development. The statisticians should have
sufficient understanding of our responsibilities and mission. We shall follow
the Deng Xiaoping’s Theory and Three-Representative theories, deeply
implement the scientific approach of development, speed up the
establishment of a modern statistical system with the characteristics of perfect
organization, scientific surveys, powerful legal ensurance, modern
technological means, qualified staff and high quality and efficient services.
Those efforts together will produce scientifically based statistics, service
oriented statistics and transparent statistics in order to make greater
contributions to the building of socialist modernization and a moderately

prosperous society in an all-round way.

Ma Jiantang

Commissioner

National Bureau of Statistics of China
Oct. 2010
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