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PREFACE

Cui Guomin  Vice Director of the Beijing Municipal Administration of Cultural Heritage

Guo Xiaoling Director of the Capital Museum

The recognition of oneself and the outside world is a permanent subject of human knowledge. People can only
: understand themselves on the basis of the past knowledge, because the present is derived from the past. The human
~ history is as long as at least 2,000,000 to 3,000,000 years, most of which is the prehistoric age that cannot be ex- ;
plored through written language. Therefore, whether it is in the past, today, and in the future, our knowledge about
such a long period has to rely on the archaeological discoveries and researches. Even the history of the civilized
age recorded by written languages should, to a great extent, be supplemented and proved by the archaeological evi-
dence. Since the modern times, archaeological discoveries have continuously rewritten the history of human society,
and increased the scope as well as the profundity of human self-recognition. It can be said that without the archaeo- i
; logical discoveries, human beings would not have today’s comparatively complete self-recognition. In view of this,
the archaeology that specially searches, excavates, identifies, and arranges the human relics has important realistic :
; significance.
Archaeology is, after all, a discipline for only a few people. Its routine events are usually beyond the public
field of vision. How to introduce to the public the professional modern archaeology in a popular way, to make the :

- society understand and support the labor of archaeologists, and to realize the important contribution of archaeolo-
gists to society, should be one of tasks of the museum workers.
During the 60th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the Capital Museum holds the

- exhibition Exploration of the Ancient Mysteries— Archaeology and Discovery, the purpose of which is just to
- spread this science. For the exhibition, we have prepared 261 pieces (or sets) important cultural relics directly re-
- lated with archaeological works, in order to introduce to the visitors the basic knowledge of ruin archaeology, tomb -
archaeology, and scientific-technological archaeology, and to display a part of archaeological achievements since
the founding of new China, 60 years ago. At the same time, we also want to tell the visitors that there are still many
-~ unsolved mysteries in the field of Chinese archaeology. They are the motive power that drives archaeologists to ex-
- plore unceasingly. |
The catalogue can be regarded as the extension of the exhibition. The exhibition shows the process of excava-

tion through some splendid relics unearthed from ruins or tombs, while the catalogue expands the boundary of rec-



ognition, and provides more abundant explanations and images. Here, we invite some archaeologists, and the people
~ who presided over or took part in the excavations, to tell readers the interesting process of discovery, exploration,
excavation of a certain ruin, the cleaning and restoration of unearthed cultural relics, and the protection and repro-
- duction of relic sites.
| In the exhibition part of ruin archacology, we choose some ruins of the historical capitals of China, such as the -
capital of the Yan State during the Western Zhou Dynasty (1046—771 B.C.), the Chang’an City of the Han Dynasty
(202 B.C.—A.D. 220), the Chang’an City and the Luoyang City of the Tang Dynasty (618—907), the Beijing City
~ of the Yuan (1206—1368), Ming (1368—1644), and Qing (1644—1911) Dynasties, as the target of display and ex-
- planation. On the one hand, we introduce the capital structures of different periods; on the other hand, we explain :
- the changes in the Chinese capital system in aspects of structure and function.
' In the exhibition part of tomb archaeology, we choose the Fuhao Tomb at Yinxu——the important discovery
in the 1970s, the Lizhouao Graveyard of the Eastern Zhou Dynasty (770—221 B.C.) in Jing’an, Jiangxi Prov-
: ince—one of the top ten archaeological discoveries in recent years, and some typical unearthed tombs in the his-
| tory of Chinese archaeology, such as the Yangling Mausoleum of the Han Dynasty (202 B.C.—A.D. 220), and the
~ tomb of the emperor’s son in law and his wife, princess of the Liao Dynasty (916—1125), etc. to show the discovery
- and excavation of the tomb archaeology.
In the exhibition part of the scientific-technological archaeology, we choose some examples of the combination
of the field archaeology, natural science, and social science, such as the aerial archaeology, underwater archaeology,
and physical anthropology. |
| The exhibition has a special section——the archaeology in Xinjiang. The special geographical and ecological
- conditions make Xinjiang a natural museum that can explain some characteristics of the archaeological works. We
- choose the Xiaohe Graveyard at Ruogiang County, the Niya Ruin, and the Asitana Ruin——three important ruins
along the Silk Road——to show the cultural features of ancient Xinjiang during the Bronze Age, the Han Dynasty,
and the Tang Dynasty as well as the life styles of that time. Among them, the Xiaohe Ruin, that is rare in the world
- archaeology, expands the historical knowledge of the academic circles by its unique charm. v
To prepare this important exhibition, the Capital Museum, under the leadership of the Beijing Municipal Ad-
ministration of Cultural Heritage, cooperates with 24 museums, institutes of archaeology, and colleges of 13 prov-
- inces and municipalities. Without their supports, it is impossible for us to hold this exhibition. Therefore, we would
like to take this opportunity to show our sincere gratitude to the brother units that provided help for the exhibition
- generously.
We hope that the visitors will know more about archaeology, understand archaeology, pay attention to archaeol-
ogy, and participate in archaeology themselves, and become the protectors of Chinese heritages as well as the suc-

- cessors of civilization.
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