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Part I Read and Explore

GOt vhinic

Passage C -

Lead-in Questions

home? Why?
2. How do you usually deal with the plastic bags?

How do you feel about that?

1. Would you prefer to use plastic bags or paper bags to take your shopping

3. Have you ever seen plastic bags flying overhead in the street on a windy day?

Will That Be Paper or Plastic?

OO OO OO OO OO OO0 O OO0 OO0

You've purchased your organic vegetables, skinless chicken breast, and
oatmeal soup. The grocery cashier asks “Will that be paper or plastic?” You
reply, “Plastic please.”

This seems like a simple enough question
and there are plenty of reasons we choose
plastic: easier to carry, less expensive to the
grocer, lighter than paper bags so possibly
less damaging to the environment, reusable
as garbage bags, because it’s the “in” thing,

because we have a choice.

organic 4« A ALEY

@ skinless o T A& #
breast ». J4#

& oatmeal n (&) £A/
grocery n R /B
plastic » ##t
grocer n £HERE

garbage #. 313R



Unit 1 Caring for CGur Earth

There are many differing opinions on plastic versus paper. So let’s take a
look at what happens when the consumer chooses “plastic”.

We will follow the travels of three plastic bags. It begins at the grocery store
with the consumer’s choice. The first bag is filled with a third of the product
that a paper bag can hold, so two more plastic bags join the first. These three
plastic bags are taken home and usually deposited right into the trashcan. Later
that week, they are placed outside in the larger trashcan waiting for the trash
haulers.

Plastic Bag #1: The waste engineers come by and pick up the trash. As
they are lifting the cans into the truck, the first plastic bag falls out or blows
out before they arrive. It sits in an alley for a couple of hours until a car comes
along and whisks it down the road. Then a little gust of wind blows it across the
intersection, then another car, then another gust of wind and finally it makes
its way to the beach. The little plastic bag gets caught by the incoming tide and
is dragged out to sea. Water fills the bag making it look like a jellyfish. A seal
swims by thinking it looks very interesting and takes a bite out of it. Too late,
the seal has already swallowed it and there it will sit in the seal’s stomach for
months, maybe years. You see our marine animals do not realize that plastic
bags aren’t natural. Our animals have been living for thousands of years in a
world where everything is edible.

Plastic Bag #2: This bag does make its way to landfills. The bag gets
dumped out of the truck into the landfill area. Before they have a chance to
cover up the thousands of pounds of daily waste, a strong wind comes up and
blows thousands of plastic bags out of the landfill and down the valley. Once
the winds die down, workers are sent out to collect the thousands of bags
strewn around. But they can’t possibly get them all. So our little bag continues
its adventure getting caught in trees (suffocating plants), eaten by birds or worse
used to line their nests, and making its way into our lakes and rivers.

Plastic Bag #3: The last bag also blows away but is caught and replaced
into the landfill where it sits for years and years, as all the landfill is wrapped
in an even larger plastic bag making natural degradation of the material almost
impossible. There are leach and air lines which do let the matter inside escape
the big plastic bag. Although the landfill operators do a tremendous job to make
sure no pollutants enter our water and air systems, some do. And guess what,
plastic bags are made from petroleum products, a hazardous waste material,
which in one way or another makes its way into the environment.

Another problem with putting plastic bags in our trash is that our landfills
for most cities are estimated to be filled in about 20 years, which means no
more places to dump all our plastic bags. More importantly, since we are

running out of land to build homes, you might have the pleasure of one day

differ v R—%; KA
548

* versus prep,

xty A

deposit v #, AR
o trashcan n. BLIEAR
trash = 33K, E#H
¢ hauler » #iz T,
#Wiz F
Aalley n %, AR
A whisk v RigHF A
Agust n. (RF) X
Ky —
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% o
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wrap v &, B&
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Unit 1 Caring for Our Earth

living on top of your plastic bags!

The best suggestion is not to use a bag at all (for smaller purchases) or suggestion 7. &
bring your own cloth bag. But if you must, please use paper. The majority of W, R
paper bags now made from recycled paper do biodegrade, are not suggested & biodegrade v A4
but can be eaten by animals, and there are more opportunities to recycle paper % o8
than plastic. It does take a little extra effort.and thought, so please have a
thought about the little seal or dolphin the next time you say, “Plastic please.” dolphin ». ##

1

- Phrasesan
- blowaway
come by
diedown
~ make one’s way
_run out of -

(718 words)

Content Awareness,

Choose the best answer to each question based on the information from the
passage.

1.

According to the passage, what is not a proper reason for a consumer to choose plastic bags?
A) He can use plastic bags to carry garbage later.

B) He can save money as plastic bags are free.

C) He finds paper bags heavier than plastic ones.

D) He finds plastic bags more convenient to carry.

. The author describes the whereabouts of the first plastic bag in order to show

A) seals can eat plastic bags

B) seals have a good stomach

C) seals are potential victims of plastic bags

D) seals like everything edible

According to the passage, what is the problem with landfills?

A) Some sorts of garbage are not allowed to be dumped into landfills.
B) No more land will be left for landfills in the near future.

C) They cannot dispose of the garbage dumped there.

D) The landfills available are not large enough to handle the garbage.
Why does the author suggest that plastic bags should not be used for shopping?
A) They are not biodegradable.

B) They cannot be properly deposited.
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Unit 1 Caring for Cur Earth

C) They are more costly to make.

D) They should be used for other purposes.
5. What is the overall tone of this passage?

A) Subjective.

B) Humorous.

C) Ironical.

D) Persuasive.

Listen to the following passage and fill in the blanks with what you have heard.
The passage will be read three times. Fill in the blanks numbered from 1 to 8
with the exact words you have just heard. For blanks 9 to 11 you can either fill in
the exact words you have just heard or write down the main points in your own
words.

Very often people choose plastic bags over paper bags to carry home food and goodies from the
1)  store, even though it will take three flimsy plastic bags to carry as much as one strong
paper bag. Those three plastic bags, 2) as garbage bags, will eventually be 3) into a
garbage can, but they don’t all make it to the 4) . You can expect one bag will blow out to the
ocean and be 5) by an animal that doesn’t know the bag is not 6) . One bag will be
blown onto the landscape, get 7) in a tree, and become unsightly garbage. Often birds will
attempt to eat it or use it to build a 8) with. The third bag 9)
and will eventually release hazardous pollutants into the environment no matter what measures we
take. In just about 20 years the landfills will be full of trash, and we will have to bury plastic bags

under our houses! So, the best choice is not to use a bag at all, or 10)

But if we must take a bag from the store, make it a paper bag because 11)

Language Focus)

3

A

Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form where necessary.

1. Youhaveto ___ $500 in order to open a checking account.

2. Since the weather was very cold, she ____ her fur coat closely about herself.
3. Are these wild mushrooms _______, or are they poisonous?

4. John gota fine for _______ trash on public land.

5. She _ the medicine with some soda water.

6. The community college offers an excellent course in _______ biology.



