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1. National Treasure 1 ——A Romantic Journey to
the 18™ Century American History

CEIZCS 1) 55E0E 18 il iy

The story centers on Benjamin Franklin Gates ( Nicholas Cage), an amateur cryptologist
with a mechanical engineering degree from MIT and an American history degree from
Georgetown who comes from a long line of treasure hunters that believe in the legend of a fantastic
treasure trove of artifacts and gold, hidden by the Founding Fathers of the United States, and
forgotten to all but a few. The first clue was given to Ben’s great-great-great-great grandfather
Thomas Gates ( Jason Earles) by Charles Carroll, the last living signer of the Declaration of
Independence,, saying simply, “The secret lies with Charlotte. ”

Using sophisticated computer arctic weather models, Ben, with his friend Riley Poole
(Justin Bartha) and financier Ian Howe (Sean Bean), finds the wreckage of a Colonial ship,
the Charlotte, containing a meerschaum pipe engraved with a riddle. After examining the riddle,
Ben deduces that the next clue is on the back of the Declaration of Independence. While Ben sees
gaining access to such a highly guarded artifact as an obstacle, Ian finds no problem in stealing
it. In the standoff, lan escapes and the Charlotte explodes with Ben and Riley inside, nearly
killing them.

They attempt to warn the Department of Homeland Security, the FBI, and Dr. Abigail
Chase ( Diane Kruger) at the National Archives, but no one takes them seriously, believing it to
be too heavily guarded to be under any threat. Ben thinks otherwise, however, and decides to
steal it to keep it from lan. Ben and Riley manage to steal the Declaration during a 70th
anniversary-gala, just before lan arrives. Dr. Chase, who is holding a replica, is kidnapped by
Ian who thinks she has the real one, and Ben has to engage in a car chase to rescue her. As she
will not leave without the Declaration, and Ben will not let her leave with it, she is forced to go
along with them.

Ben and Riley agree that the only place to hide from the police would be Ben’s father’s ( Jon
Voight) house. Despite his father’s disbelief in the treasure, Ben manages to reveal an Ottendorf
cipher on the back of the Declaration, referring to characters in the Silence Dogood letters. The
coded message in the letters leads them to Independence Hall in Philadelphia, where they find

special bifocals invented by Benjamin Franklin inside of a brick from the building. Ben examines
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the back of the Declaration with the glasses, to find another clue. After a short chase, lan gets
the Declaration from Riley and Abigail, and the FBI arrests Ben, who has the glasses.

When the FBI attempts to use Ben as bait to get the Declaration back, lan arranges to have
him escape by jumping from the deck of the USS Intrepid, into the Hudson River, a feat not too
difficult for Ben as a graduate of the Navy Diving and Salvage Training Center. Using Ben’s
father, Riley, and Abigail as leverage, Ian forces Ben to interpret the clue on the back of the
declaration, a reference to a secret chamber under Trinity Church in New York City. When they
arrive at a seemingly dead end, Ben’s father makes up another clue to keep lan going, telling him
a lantern is the clue to the Old North Church in Boston, referencing Paul Revere’s ride. lan
goes to Boston with his men, leaving everyone else to die in the caverns.

After Ian leaves, Ben reveals there is another exit that must be through the treasure room.
They find a secret passage into another chamber. To their disappointment, they find it empty,
and assume that the treasure was already moved. However, they realize a secondary exit must
have been created in case of cave-ins. Ben examines the walls of the room, to find a hole the
shape of the pipe from the Charlotte. This lock opens a door into the true treasure room,
containing artifacts from all periods of history.

When they leave through the second exit and the FBI arrives, Ben discovers that the chief
investigator, Special agent Peter Sadusky (Harvey Keitel ) , is a Freemason. Ben proposes to give
the treasure to various museums around the world, with credit being given to the entire Gates
family and Riley, with Dr. Chase not being penalized for the theft of the Declaration. However,
Sadusky says that someone has to go to prison for the theft of the Declaration, so they fly to
Boston, where Ian and his men are breaking the lock to gain entry to the Old North Church. FBI
agents emerge from hiding and arrest them under charges of “kidnapping, attempted murder, and
trespassing on government property”. The U.S. government offers Ben and his friends 10% of
the treasure, but Ben only takes 1% and splits it with Riley. With his share, Ben and Abigail
buy a mansion once owned by a man who knew Charles Carroll, and Riley buys a red Ferrari
360 Spider.

In the movie, Ben’s main clue is the Declaration of Independence, on the back of which lies
an invisible map. Then what is the Declaration of Independence? First, let’s look at the American
revolutionary War.

The American Revolutionary War (1775—1783 ), also known as the American War of
Independence, began as a war between the Kingdom of Great Britain and thirteen united former
British colonies on the North American continent and ended in a global war between several
European great powers. The war was the culmination of the political American Revolution,
whereby the colonists and their allies overthrew British rule. In 1775, Revolutionaries gained
control of each of the thirteen colonial governments, set up the unifying Second Continental
Congress, and formed a Continental Army. The following year, they formally declared their
independence as a new nation, the United States of America. In 1777 the Continentals captured a
British army, leading to France entering the war on the side of the Americans in early 1778, and

evening the military strength with Britain. Spain and the Dutch Republic—French allies—also



{Chapter 1 Historical Events and Sites| %‘%‘b

went to war with Britain over the next two years.

Throughout the war, the British were able to use their naval superiority to capture and
occupy coastal cities, but control of the countryside (where 90% of the population lived) largely
eluded them due to their relatively small land army. French involvement proved decisive, with a
French naval victory in the Chesapeake leading to the surrender of a second British army at
Yorktown in 1781. In 1783, the Treaty of Paris ended the war and recognized the sovereignty of
the United States over the territory bounded by what is now Canada to the north, Florida to the
south, and the Mississippi River to the west.

The United States Declaration of Independence is a statement adopted by the Continental
Congress on July 4, 1776, which announced that the thirteen American colonies then at war with
Great Britain were now independent states, and thus no longer a part of the British Empire.
Written primarily by Thomas Jefferson, the Declaration is a formal explanation of why Congress
had voted on July 2 to declare independence from Great Britain, more than a year after the
outbreak of the American Revolutionary War. The birthday of the United States of America—
Independence Day—is celebrated on July 4, the day the wording of the Declaration was approved
by Congress.

After finalizing the text on July 4, Congress issued the Declaration of Independence in several
forms. It was initially published as a printed broadside that was widely distributed and read to the
public. The most famous version of the Declaration, a signed copy that is usually regarded as the
Declaration of Independence, is on display at the National Archives in Washington, D. C.
Contrary to popular mythology, Congress did not sign this document on July 4, 1776; it was
created after July 19 and was signed by most Congressional delegates on August 2.

Having served its original purpose in announcing the independence of the United States, the
text of the Declaration initially attracted little attention after the American Revolution. lts stature
grew over the years, particularly the second sentence, a sweeping statement of human rights

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and
the pursuit of Happiness.

These words—called by historian Joseph Ellis “the most potent and consequential words in
American history” —came to represent an ideal for which the nation should strive, notably through
the influence of Abraham Lincoln, who popularized the now-standard view that the Declaration’s
preamble is a statement of principles through which the United States Constitution should be
interpreted.

And the building where the Declaration of Independence was debated and adopted was called
Independence Hall. It is a U. S. national landmark located in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on
Chestnut Street between 5th and 6th Streets. The building was completed in 1753 as the
Pennsylvania State House for the Province of Pennsylvania. It became the principal meeting place
of the Second Continental Congress from 1775 to 1783. The United States Declaration of
Independence and United States Constitution were both signed at Independence Hall. The building
is now part of the larger Independence National Historical Park and listed as a World Heritage
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In the movie, the clues on the back of the Declaration of Independence lead Ben to another
clue, that is the Liberty Bell. Then what is the Liberty Bell?

The Liberty Bell, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, is a bell that has served as one of the most
prominent symbols of the American Revolutionary War. It is a familiar symbol of independence
within the United States and has been described as an icon of liberty and justice.

According to tradition, its most famous ringing occurred on July 8, 1776, to summon
citizens of Philadelphia for the reading of the Declaration of Independence. Historians today
consider this highly doubtful, as the steeple in which the bell was hung had deteriorated
significantly by that time. The bell had also been rung to announce the opening of the First
Continental Congress in 1774 and after the Battle of Lexington and Concord in 1775.

The Liberty Bell was known as the “Independence Bell” or the “Old Yankee’s Bell” until
1837, when it was adopted by the American Anti-Slavery Society as a symbol of the abolitionist
movement.

The Liberty Bell Center is open daily with the exception of Christmas Day from 9:00 a. m. —
5:00 p. m. with extended hours of operation during the summer months. No tickets are required;
however, visitors must submit to a security checkpoint before entering, similar to security at a

U. S. airport. Over two million tourists visit the bell per year.

‘s 2‘\ Classic Dialogue

-

Ben: Well, I'm gonna get straight to the point. Someone’s gonna steal the Declaration of
Independence.

ARG, FATFFTTWALIE, A ATHMCHIEF) o
Riley:It’s true.
JEHM,
Abigail ;I think I'd better put you gentlemen in touch with the FBI.
AR A JRNE
Ben:We’ve been to the FBI.
HATELEBRIRREER T .
Abigail ; And?
GRYe?
Riley: They assured us that the Declaration cannot possibly be stolen.
A T R R AT S B F ) A AT RER T AE 9
Abigail : They’re right.
A4S B
Ben: My friend and I are less certain. However, if we were given the privilege of examining
the document... we would be able to tell you for certain if it were actually in any

danger.
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A TEOX A (F Do SR, AR BB LA FRATTAR A — T 33X 03 SRR RFAL -+
FATHUAT A+ 5 IR R, RA RAFEE R
Abigail : What do you think you’re gonna find?
AR % R I 47
Ben:We believe that there’s an... encryption on the back.
AN EENTEA - —H W,
Abigail : An encryption, like a code?
— L A7 PRI RS
Ben:Yes, ma’am.
EH, Tt
Abigail ; Of what?
A RS 7
Ben:Uh... a cartograph.
[]JE ...... i [I]E E] 5
Abigail : A map.
—ikHE
Ben:Yes, ma’am.
M, Tt
Abigail : A map of what?
—skA 2K ?
Ben:The location of... of... hidden items of historic and intrinsic value.
SRR T — oo FLAT S MR AR PRG R EE
Abigail : A treasure map?
— B E 7
Riley : That’s where we lost the FBI.
XA R BRI A R A ERA TR T .
Abigail ; You're treasure-hunters, aren’t you?
PRITRFFEN, XHIE?
Ben; We’re more like treasure-protectors.
EH I, AT AT P& .

Abigail : Mr. Brown, I have personally seen the back of the Declaration of Independence, and

I promise you, the only thing there is a notation that reads, “Original Declaration of

Independence , dated...”

s, BEAFEL (ML E F) BFE, T ERGIE, R E i RE TR
HiE, (ML EF) RGBT R
Ben: “Four of July, 1776.” Yes, ma’am.
“1T76 £ 7 A 4 H.” 21, &+,
Abigail ; But no map.
{H 2B I
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Ben:It’s invisible.
Hb P A R IR B AN DAY
Abigail : Oh! Right.
L SEPEI:
Riley : And that’s where we lost the Department of Homeland Security.
[ + 2 2B E A ERAT.
Abigail ; What led you to assume there’s this invisible map?
R A A28 fE LA BRI R 2
Ben: We found an engraving on the stem of a 200-year-old pipe.
FATHE— P B AERT RO 2 A998 _E R B — 28853,
Riley ;: Owned by Freemasons.
M-8 AT TR
Abigail : May I see the pipe?
v LIE BB 2
Riley: Uh, we don’t have it.
e, AEARTERANF L.
Abigail . Did Big Foot take it?
R EEE T H?
Ben:It was nice meeting you.
TREPENR
Abigail ; Nice to meet you, too.

FAARFNRUR

‘ X Words and Expressions

amateur n. ﬂk%ﬁig‘%, ﬂk%Z*Zz

cryptologist n. BFER

mechanical adj. HLAER, HUBH A HLARALLAY , AR
trove n. BUR IR, BORWARTY, 2y
sophisticated adj. JEH B ZHE B LR 1

arctic adj. ALY, JEHR XY

wreckage n. 5%

meerschaum n. (B ] MHA, WA R HE}

deduce vt HEIS, BEEH

gala n. 1 H RHLIE B

replica n. Bl 5

Ottendorf cipher n. B L I GRS

bifocals n. SUOGHR 8%

penalize v. AbT
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trespass v fIRA

elude v. Rkt

invisible adj. ERWHE, TIEH

preamble n.¥5

heritage n. 87, QR 1558

prominent adj. R, BER, REKH
summon v. BEE, B, 5H, 36, RIE
steeple n. R

deteriorate v. (f#) Elk

abolitionist n. BBREXE, BRFEE

Introduction to the Movie

A gk mR(Eh il - glai) B— 1 EREEHNERK. W, ARHELA
- W 2450 6 ok (SR AR O - B BRI SR T — MRS . HFEREN TR
MR, REEBT MRS, RF A EREA R URIEE, M REARE
—HAE R A E S B F R, SR B IT EITRI TG - AR DT - AR ERAANY &
AR AR T R, B, A ANAIEX E# K T )RR ERMAEH 2175, Wi
) B 4 AR R AE SR T A S TR T MR A A S R BRI BRI T F)
H o LS, AR B AR U R E SRR TR , At A 55 SR SR B A AR BORIR MR N R IR
FHEEN MBRBGE S I T FREBABOEE D, [EANBEZER B TR A H A
XA, R T - ERGEEMA Lk, TR E B — B4, ATFiR N E
PRARRHE &, 08 T BESE 4F b T 4R F R, bR B T B FE S B A RS K E A (BT -
W) , AR F X —UTHE T 200 B4 8 E R Ei#

SR, HE X — ERR BRI ERAAR, ~(REEETRRF R (B - 2=4M) ®iT b
TEXEEBME , Mt IEERRR M T X E YR A 3, FF B X S Fr Xt FARER T
BF HEANITE. T RERARI FRAE B A, AREE A FT— B8 TR
B SECISL E H ) LR R 4 (% - S B A M) |, 7 B8 30 HU 3 R RE 5 At ot 88 58 5 b
R

AR L EE R T A B A A 250138, XA FEW T 00 FIBOE, JFFATE B A,
B BT T AR RE 2RI R RS R A T 8, ke 8 m A/
—i#, FRMABRPGEBME, E SRR AHFERHRR, RN, EAXGEMHMEAR
F—R R, i FEEST R (PR 4 - LRI ) SR FBI 4% TR BT B TA, A LA T FBI
FRIE A 45 B, fth— 777 T 2 ok FBI 4R 5 B 1 , 75 — 7 T8 ZE AT v Iy Xt A B, e AR
BZ A M R RS . TR, —Sh =RE N ESE B R RT3 ERT
SHRIHIT T P

¥R

LN

axe
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Notes to the Text

B

1. MIT IR&AIB TP (Massachusetts Institute of Technology , MIT) EJ& 3 E—rZi &
PERSL R AR TR Z &KL, T H5%E %M ST, 2 /KT ( Charles
River ) ¥ H 5 -1l /) /5 75 [X. ( Back Bay) fgJF. 4K MIT it 27 £ E L &2 7 #HAJE
WEEREW S, B T RE X R A B RGE W A+, 2 e Bk SRR S 5 R e
KGR, R R TAME R T, BRA B TR YA A F eS8 TRK
(AL IR)E T “2XEAFERFR

2. Department of Homeland Security £ EE+%£% 2002 4 11 A 25 H, EFE MRS
IRih - R A TE B A E (2002 4E[H L2 4uk) , 5oL B %48, XEE+ L2
R 3 B BUR B —NEBIT, 55T B N %42 R B 1R R TG 31, & 911 FH 422 J5 B o7 1 36 BRI
e

3.FBI £EEPAER LN Federal Bureau of Investigation, 3& [EEEF A fHE £
EREA R FER AV, RIS R R A BARNIUTR . SRR A RB g a4t
R EEDLA S VEIR S5, ind8 SUR G LI E R A fig823% 1)l FBI 3L MAA Rl AN E 4
it 200 FREXHSIRAT .

4. National Archives XEER#RE KEREHIBBTFER AR, 1934 4
B, HIRBGT BT K B B S A, THBEZE AR, 1949 FUR EEERMR S5 0
Fio PETRSSRAIE 1984 £E3K 140 JISL TSR, 1A 29 30 {2 5UE A4 (14 J1 45 f .500 T3 3K
H8 7,200 J7 g b I AN BT 3R .20 T (4 g SR TAR it 11 7 R SR E A4 58 \800 T3 sk T HR
F o 1968 SE7E BRIk 2 hN-aF R B%Hr PEHE S5 11 NIRRT 20 E , DR AF I BURT 7 X
T Bl 7 A B RS S SN [ R SR A TR R X b B S A MM B AR R A R A . R AY
TR R EH A ST, AR 6 TR RIETER .

5. Silence Dogood MEMITERE & 22 FiAKTE 16 2 Wbl o A 0 2 [ 302 B35 0
#) EESCIERT B CRBCOXE , I — R AR BRI E R BE TR S KRR
T4 RXE, ZEN—EUMEERMAAEEBRMER,SS FE&E 2 mkEALTE
KT T XBREERM.

6. USS Intrepid TR SMZ=FM KT IR (Essex) 25 B, 85 CVIL, B A
AL B . MBI TR KM, #1974 43 A 15 HiB%&, 1982 i
R 23 1404 (Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum ) X #h TR, AR V& 7E 46 fi Pt (S 5E7E 8
M 86 S ALk , M A RS Sk 2 5 S 2 — , IEXT T A2 AR N R LA E T4 44 S AR
2006 4 12 A FFIR#EATRIE , SRV AU M) 2E1T 0 30 18 A~ H 1B 48 T#2, 2008 4F
10 A 2 H , TR Sz BT 36 FE A 2906 15 P g i 0 A T 2 v i ve 72 i lsc . 24 H
TS 7E 58 BUE AR KAB J5 [l Bk, 31 F 11 A EHHE AT

7. Trinity Church =—#% (I TIRAERERERO, Z2HL ERNE =T, KPEH
=—HEET 1698, 1E 1776 FHAEI/RE K KR, 1790 FEH)5HE ) = —H R T, K
T, FRE ) 45 FE 25, B SR TA LR K, 1864 4F 55 = = —F A TE N, =ik 84 K
HERTEN ST, —HRAN RSB . A A X HR U K0 28 1 I8 A H,
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T2 A AL B, DUR R T K IRAE AR B, W R A0 T & EIE R — B Al AR KR, 4
2K, LR BAREE, FEELN MY SN RAABEZ — BEARS/NITFE,
XA R T —Z 5 T WA A .

8.0ld North Church [Rit#E [HIbH a2 B LR b2 M #0E, #F 1723 46, #
W —AN 175 R =255 . SMEERGE ), PR R 2l A o, 205 e i ST AR, 21
AbERFEWE T FH R AR ED , IR BB T R I s . 1775 4F 4 A 18 H M, BB & 00
T ATRR AN SR AT 4 (1) 524 B, R ] SR R - R 4 Sl A TR A% A [ A T
A R MR AWM RNE RN SRR, 8 REMAEN K, X— B\ T
SE RS BRI e o BRI A B S AR5 B R 20 A R - R 4ERL

9. Paul Revere ffi/R -Fl4E+y  JEHWA, S 5L EMF, 177544 A 18 H,
e A FEBE AT KRB, s AR TR, TR ATAR T K 2F BS Ao b, 7E G 1+ o i K
B, G A T MY, — A XUIR A, 1] i R MY 38 ; “ The red coats is coming. " (LK IR T ),
3] ik Lexington ( 3¢l ) B & J& 1, fhfi Xk —VC B, DLFE PR A 3 BF 7T 7 Lestron &
Concord (FERHE) — ik R B, F 2 B RE M kS EE . Rk, b8 FR A 4B 5+ (The
Midnight Rider) ,iX%, i T EERK A OB 525, Paul Revere 53 8 6 A AR, ST
U8 0 T S 1) Sl R 4 B2 ( William Castle ) , R TL5EHE B AN R, s T 36 E AL B B R IR
M, 19 {42 37F A Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 85 | A/ iRF sk s At , B B9 22 A 7224 K v
P PEX L RF

10. Freemason # 54 tH FERKWMMALR, KFS, FHZEN BHATLT”
(Free-Mason ) , %%} Free and Accepted Masons , oAt J5 H g 3 1% A # € K ik, L4t
BB AEBOL R T — Fh AR % 45 4, R VFFEA & FP 5 85 I A R R B AR 5B 1
A EREE UAURA MIeE (AT LRI R S B # e BB EESS) . ML &4
M X R E AER S, ANESE B Y0 A AN RGN EER =R T UAS, AT
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Questions

1. What do you think are the influences of the American Revolutionary War?

2. Besides Thomas Jefferson, who else was appointed to draft the Declaration of
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Independence?
3. What do you think are the influences of the Declaration of Independence?
4. In the year 1963, Martin Luther King, Jr made a famous speech I Have A Dream, in
which he quoted a famous line from the Declaration of Independence. Do you know what that is?
5. In the movie, Ben and his friend managed to steal the Declaration of Independence out of

the National Archives. Do you think their stealing plan is viable? Why?

2. National Treasure 1l Book of Secrets A Romantic

Journey to the 19" Century American History

CIE SR 0 AR5 b %2 ) 55 5C [ 19 fikbed iy s

Five days after the end of the Civil War, John Wilkes Booth and Michael O’Laughlen, both
members of the Knights of the Golden Circle (KGC) , enter a tavern and approach Thomas Gates
(Ben Gates’ great-great-grandfather) , a well-known puzzle solver, to decode a message written in
Booth’s diary. Thomas recognizes the message as using the Playfair cipher and begins to translate
it. While he does so, Booth leaves for Ford’s Theatre to assassinate President Abraham Lincoln.
Thomas solves the puzzle, a clue to a treasure map, and realizes the men are still loyal to the
Confederate cause and have a sinister motive for finding the treasure. A fight breaks out, and
Thomas rips several pages from the diary and throws them in the fireplace. Thomas is shot, and
the gunman attempts to retrieve the pages, but only obtains a page fragment. As Thomas dies,

Thomas tells his distraught son, Charles Gates, “The debt that all men pay...”

Over 140 years later, Ben Gates ( Nicolas Cage) is telling his great-great-grandfather’s story
at a Civilian Heroes conference. Black market dealer Mitch Wilkinson ( Ed Harris) shows one of
the 18 missing pages of John Wilkes Booth’s diary, with Thomas Gates’ name on it, convincing
everyone that Thomas was not only a conspirator, but the grand architect of the Lincoln
assassination , which tarnishes the Gates family’s reputation and Ben is disgraced. Ben sets out to
prove the innocence of his great-great-grandfather. Using spectral imaging, Ben discovers a cipher
pointing to Edouard Laboulaye hidden on the back of the diary page. He travels to Paris, where
he finds a clue engraved on the torch of the scale model of the Statue of Liberty on the Ile des
Cygnes, referring to the two Resolute desks. Ben then heads to London to look at the desk at
Buckingham Palace with the help of his friend Riley Poole ( Justin Bartha) and estranged
girlfriend, Abigail Chase ( Diane Kruger). From the Queen’s desk, he obtains an ancient wooden
plank.

Meanwhile, Wilkinson breaks into Patrick Gates’ ( Jon Voight) house and clones Patrick’s
cell phone in order to track Ben’s whereabouts. Wilkinson eventually obtains the wooden plank,
but not before Ben manages to photograph the symbols carved into the plank. At Ben’s insistence,
Patrick reluctantly asks his ex-wife and Ben’s mother, Dr. Emily Appleton ( Helen Mirren) , a
professor at the University of Maryland, College Park, for help in translating the symbols. She
does so, but points out that some of the glyphs are partial, leading Ben to conclude another plank
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must be hidden in the other Resolute desk located in the Oval Office. Ben and Abigail coax
Abigail’s new love interest, Connor ( Ty Burrell) , a curator for the White House, into letting
them into the office to see the desk. Ben discovers that the second plank is missing, but he does
find a stamp bearing the seal of the Book of Secrets. Riley tells Ben that the Book of Secrets
contains documents collected by Presidents for Presidents’ eyes only, covering such controversial
subjects as the JFK assassination, Watergate, and Area 51.

Ben crashes the President’s birthday party at Mount Vernon, where he meets the President.
Ben convinces the President ( Bruce Greenwood) to follow him into a secret tunnel under the
House where he confronts him about the book; the President sympathetically warns Ben that his
actions will be interpreted as an attempt to kidnap the President, confirming a conclusion Ben and
his companions have already reached; Ben is now wanted for committing a federal offense. Ben
convinces the President to reveal the location of the book, which is at the Library of Congress.
The President also tells Ben to read page 47 along with the information he needs.

In the book, Ben finds a picture of the missing plank from the desk and an entry by
President Coolidge, who found the plank in 1924 | had it destroyed, and commissioned Gutzon
Borglum to carve Mount Rushmore to erase the map’s landmarks in order to protect the treasure.
Ben, Riley, Abigail, and Patrick head to Mount Rushmore where they meet Mitch, who has
kidnapped Ben’s mother. Mitch helps them find the entrance of a cave containing the legendary
native American city of gold, Cibola. Once inside, they encounter several traps, and everyone
gets separated. Eventually, they find the city of solid gold behind Mount Rushmore. However, in
order to leave the city of gold, one person has to stay behind to hold open the escape path. Mitch
demands to go first, by threatening Abigail, so Ben agrees to stay behind. However the pounding
of waves causes Mitch to be the one to stay behind. Mitch sacrifices himself, asking Ben to give
him the credit for finding the treasure.

Ben clears his family’s name with the discovery and is cleared of all charges when the
President tells everyone that Ben saved his life. Everyone including Mitch is given credit for the
discovery. The President then asks Ben about what he read on page 47 of the Book of Secrets, to
which Ben replies, “It’s life altering, sir.”

The American Civil War (1861—1865), which was the background for the clues of the
movie, was a civil war in the United States of America. For more information about Civil War,
please read the fourth part of this chapter —Gone with the Wind and American Civil War.

Also, at the beginning of the movie, it mentioned the assassination of President Abraham
Lincoln. Now, let’s have a look at that incident. Originally, John Wilkes Booth, a well-known
actor and a Confederate spy from Maryland, had formulated a plan to kidnap Lincoln in
exchange for the release of Confederate prisoners. After attending an April 11 speech in which
Lincoln promoted voting rights for blacks, an incensed Booth changed his plans and determined to
assassinate the president.

Learning that the President and First Lady would be attending Ford’s Theatre, he laid his
plans, assigning his co-conspirators to assassinate Vice President Andrew Johnson and Secretary
of State William H. Seward. Without his main bodyguard Ward Hill Lamon, to whom he related



