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Foreword

Protecting the Renowned Chinese Cultural-Historic Streets like Our Eyes

Eyes are windows to the soul. For cities that have undergone constant
transformations and development to become what they are today,
historic and cultural streets in the cities which are scattered around the
city are just like bright and deep eyes. Through these eyes, we can geta
glimpse of the glorious souls of these historic cities.

Historic and cultural streets are always known for a rich variety of
well-preserved cultural relics. These relics do not encompass historical
architecture and cultural sites but also various traditional techniques
and folk customs featuring diversity and uniqueness. These tangible and
intangible cultural heritages add charisma to each other, and constitute a
living exemplification of “Going up the River on the Qingming Festival”
altogether with residents who have dwelled on the streets for generations.
These streets are truthful witness of the time-honored history and
glorious civilizations of a given region and city, a spiritual inhabitat for
local residents, and valuable resources on which a city can rely on to
produce a competitive advantage in fierce competitions by enhancing
cultural construction and demonstrating their cultural uniqueness .

After the sixteenth conference of the National Congress, the CPC
leadership with President Hu acting as the general secretary have
attached great importance to the conservation and improvement
of cultural relics on the principle to popularize the Chinese culture
and develop advanced socialist culture. Relevant institutions on
different levels have implemented decisions and policies from the
central government with a serious attitude by increasing inputs into
the conservation of historic and cultural streets and setting down
conservation laws. Meanwhile, they had actively promoted integration
of conservation undertakings with development of tourist and cultural
industries, having made great strides during the process to explore
how to conserve these streets while strengthening economic and social
development. Nowadays, China has bascially achieved industrialization

and entered a phase of rapid urbanization. In this context, conservation

Yang Zhijin

and development of historic and cutlural streets are confronted with
considerable challenges. In some historic and cultural streets, there is

a marked conflict between conservation and demolishment, which has
caught the attention from both the public and the media. Some historic
and cultural streets along with the folk residences of great historic and
cultural values and considerable influence, have been severely damaged
in the chaos of reconstruction of old city and renovation of dilapidated
buildings. Such damages have not only severed the cultural artery of the
city, but also produced negative social impacts, and will pose potential
obstructions to the sustainable development of the city.

Nowadays, China has entered a new phase of development. The
inheritance and conservation of historic and cultural streets also await
a new developmental stage. This understaking has attracted more
and more attention from the party and the central government, and
received partipations and supports from various social sectors. The
selection program of “Renowned Chinese Cultural-Historic Streets”
is jointly hosted by China Culture Daily and Cultural Relics World.
This event was launched by the media and has mobilized all the social
sectors to promote the conservation of historic and cultural streets. The
event has always adhered to the principle of “publicized criteria, mass
participation, guidance by the experts, and supervision by the media” to
present to the domestic and foreign viewers the most charmful historic
and cultural streets in China. Since its inception in 2008, each event
has received active responses by streets and governments across China,
and attracted enthusiastic participations by the nationwide population,
which has successfully enhanced the recognition and influence of
historic and cultural streets in the public awareness. Forty “Renowned
Chinese Cultural-Historic Streets” have set examples for their
counterparts, while the selective criteria which encompass “historical
and cultural elements, conservation conditions, economic and cultural

vitality, social recognition, conservation and administration” have



provided concrete standards to refer to in order to further improve the
conservation of historic and cultural streets.

The sponsors for the selection program of “Renowned Chinese
Cultural-Historic Streets” have concentrated on optimizing and utilizing
the advantages of various media and actively constructed a platform to
popularize the “Renowned Chinese Cultural-Historic Streets” program.
This concentration has explained why this program has been successfully
held in the last few years. The success of this event is also exemplified by the
publication of the series of “Renowned Chinese Cultural-Historic Streets.”
This Chinese-English series has made full use of text and picture to
demonstrate the unique charms of Chinese historic and cultural streets,
and provided the public at home and abroad an open window to get a
glimpse of the beauty of Chinese historic and cultural sites. This book
has showcased ten selected streets and five nominated streets in the
fourth “Renowned Chinese Cultural-Historic Streets” program and
shared with the readers the stories behind. We hope that readers can
have a deeper understanding of the beauty of the street, the charm
of the city, and charisma of Chinese civilizations. We also hope that
staff engaged in cultural relic conservation can be inspired from the
experience for conservation of these historic and cultural streets, and
use these inspirations to better conserve the historic and cultural streets.

Let’s take our spiritual realm as our eyes and protect them with due
care! We hope that the beauty and charm of the historic and cultural

street will last forever.
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The selection program of “Renowned Chinese Cultural-Historic
Streets” is a breakthrough in the cultural arena in the context of
constantly quickened urbanization, massive urban construction and
increased challenges to the conservation of historic and cultural streets
in different historic cities. In 2002, the “Cultural Relics Protection Law”
was adjusted, making it clear that efforts will be made to strengthen
protection of historic and cultural streets. The selection program of
“Renowned Chinese Cultural-Historic Streets” has effectively enhanced

social awareness to the conservation of historic and cultural streets,

and highlighted what an important role the undertakings to conserve
historic and cultural streets have played in the protection of cultural
relics. Previously, the authority had attached great importance to the
conservation of historic and cultural cities plus individual cultural relics.
The streets, on the intermediate level, had been ignored. Nowadays, we
have corrected this mistake by attaching more importance to the streets,
which were components of cities and concentration sites for individual
relics. This measure has enabled us to make more concrete and effective
efforts to construct the cities and protect the cultural relics.

Since its inception, the selection program for “Renowned Chinese
Cultural-Historic Streets” has designated thirty streets with the title.
What has taken place in the last three years has made it clear that this
cultural event has achieved rewarding effects. Firstly, this event has
attracted great attention from local governments, and led to an evident
increase in the initiatives and passions to conserve historic and cultural
streets. Under the influence of this event, some cities have designated
a series of provincial-level and municipal-level historic and cultural
streets, and increased their inputs into conservation of these streets.
Some cities have set down relevant laws and regulations to put historic
and cultural streets under the protection of law. Some local governments
have drawn up and perfected the protection plans and detailed schemes
to conserve the historic and cultural streets, which has faciliated the
smooth progress of the conservation undertakings, and saved historic
streets and traditional architecture from damage. Secondly, the
nationwide public has responded with active supports and exhibited
more and more initiatives in the selection program. Now, more and more
historic and cultural streets have applied for this event. Relevant experts
have constantly appealed to the public and offered many construction
opinions. This event has also attracted constant attention from major
media, which have made wide coverage to awaken the public awareness

to the conservation of historic and cultural streets.



The success for the selection program of “Renowned Chinese
Cultural-Historic Streets” is explained by the following reasons: firstly,
sponsors such as China Culture Daily have spotted the neglected factors
in current conservation efforts. By addressing these previously neglected
factors, the sponsors have successfully attracted wide attention from all
the social sectors. Secondly, ever since the inception of this event, we
have invited the most experienced and authoritative experts in relevant
fields to engage in the selection and nomination. Thirdly, based on the
opinions from experts and other sectors, we have set down the selective
criteria for “Renowned Chinese Cultural-Historic Streets,” proposing to
consider the historical and cultural elements, conservation conditions,
economic and cultural vitality, social recognition, conservation and
administration. The establishment of the selective criteria has regulated
the selection events. Fourthly, constant social mobilization has
awaknened the initiatives to participate in this event and fuel the public
passions to conserve historic and cultural streets. This has laid good
foundations to continue the selection program of “Renowned Chinese
Cultural-Historic Streets.”

I strongly agree with Mr. Guo Zhan’s proposals to further perfect
the selection program of “Renowned Chinese Cultural-Historic
Streets” , to complete the definitions, connotations and compositions
for “Renowned Chinese Cultural-Historic Streets,” and clarify the
conservation requirements. We strongly advise that all these should be
dealt with right away. In order to better carry out the selection program
for “Renowned Chinese Cultural-Historic Streets,” we should make
improvements on basis of the achieved success. First of all, we should
reach a clear agreement concerning the selective criteria and methods,
including clarifying the requirements for application materials, so that
this annual event will be more widely accepted and more seriously
recognized in the future. This year, we will learn from the last three

years and continue to perfect the selective criteria featuring publicized

criteria, mass participation, guidance by the experts and media
supervision, continue to enlarge the intensity and extensity of mass
participation, respond to the supervision of various media in a more
active way, ensure openness, justice and fairness in the selective process,
and further promote social recognition of this event.

Also, I want to extend my firm agreement to opinions which
some experts have made clear in their speeches. We cherish the use
of “Renowned Chinese Cultural-Historic Streets” title, attach great
importance to reviewing process, and achieve optimal results. We
should continue to adhere to this principle. With more and more streets
inscribed into the list of “Renowned Chinese Cultural-Historic Streets,”
we advise to consider the typicality, diversity and evenness of selected
streets. For example, due to unbalanced development, some historic and
cultural streets in the border areas, western areas and ethnic areas are
confronted with great challenges. Besides, these areas are restrained by
inadequate performance issues in the application process. Therefore, we
advise to give special attention to such streets with unique charms.

This year is the fourth year for the selection program for the
“Renowned Chinese Cultural-Historic Streets.” We hope to make better
performance by learning from the last three years and make more
concrete efforts to promote this event and strengthen the conservation
of historic and cultural streets. Meanwhile, we want to call on all the
social sectors to attach more importance to the basic work for the
conservation and administration of historic and cultural streets. These
streets are not only integral components of historic and cultural cities,
but also venues for the public to live their lieves, and the cultural artery
for urban development. In contrast to other forms of cultural relic
conservation, conservation and administration of historic and cultural
streets are still lagging behind across the country. Therefore, this event
should play a demonstrative role in the conservation of historic and

cultural streets. We should avoid the mistaken behaviors of highlighting



the importance of application and neglecting concrete administration
efforts. It is supposed to learn from conservation experience of historic
and cultural street conservation in the last few years with a serious
attitude, conduct investigations on selected streets, and make overall
survey on the conservation of historic and cultural streets. We should
set up a data base for basic information of “Renowned Chinese Cultural-
Historic Streets” and publicize the data to the society at proper times.
Nowadays, local governments have just experienced changes
in leadership. The governmental leaders of some historic cities have
brought up proposals to quicken the process to reconstruct the old
city and renovate the dilapidated buildings. There is a surging interest
in urban reconstruction in certain cities, when streams of news that
damages have been done to the historic and cultural streets plus
traditional architecture have come one after another. Some cities have
valued economic functions and neglected cultural domain during the
development process. They have attached great importance to material
structure but slighted the cultural landscape and humanitarian spirits.
In these cities, residents previously living on the historic and cultural
streets have been re-allocated, with folk residence transformed into
tourist and entertainment venues. This approach has deprived the streets
of traditional lifestyles and folk customs, and violated the “verity”
principle of cultural relics. Therefore, we should attach more importance
to the conservation of traditional folk residence and its neighborhood
and apply the overall approach. By doing this, we cannot only protect
the materialistic forms of cultural relics but also cultural traditions and
lifestyles which are closely related to them. Meanwhile, we should also
enhance the protection of traditional folk residence and inheritance
of social lifestyles to prevent the separation of the cultural and spatial
domain of historic and cultural streets and emptiness of traditional
architecture.

Today, we have gathered here to select the fourth batch of “Renowned

Chinese Cultural-Historic Streets.” We have adhered to the principle of
openness, fairness and justice to handpick the streets which are of the
most values and deserve urgent conservation efforts. Meanwhile, we
have also offered valuable suggestions and advices for the conservation,
presentation and promotion of historic and cultural streets. We believe
that due to joint attention and supports from various social sectors, the
selection program of “Renowned Chinese Cultural-Historic Streets” will

achieve more and more success.



Street Conservation Involves a Breakthrough in Concept
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A Retrospect of Regulations and Laws Concerning Street
Conservation

In 1982, “Law of the People's Republic of China on the Protection
of Cultural Relics” first brought up the concept of historic and cultural
city. The eighth provision states that “cities with an impressive number of
varied cultural relics or with important historic values and revolutionary
significance can make application through state-level cultural
administration institutions and urban construction and environment
protection institutions to the State Council. After qualified at the appraisal
process, the cities will be declared as Historic and Cultural Cities by the
State Council.”

In 2002, the amended “Law of the People's Republic of China on

the Protection of Cultural Relics” maintains “cities, towns, streets, and



villages with an impressive number of varied cultural relics or with
important historic values and revolutionary significance can be ratified
by the People’s Government of the province, autonomous region and
municipality as historic and cultural streets, villages and towns, and
then submit certain materials to the State Council for records.” This
passage has mentioned the notion of historic and cultural streets.

In 2003, the “Enforcement Regulations for the Law of the People's
Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics” has brought
up a clearer definition of historic and cultural streets, “the action plans
concerning conservation of historic and cultural cities and streets as
drawn up by local governments above the county level should be in
accordance with conservation requirements of cultural relics.”

In 2005, the “The Notice to Strengthen Conservation of Cultural
Relics” has brought up new requirements concerning the conservation,
and application and appraisal for the historic and cultural cities (streets,
villages or towns).

In 2008, “Regulations for the Conservation of Renowned Historic
and Cultural Cities, Towns and Villages” set down more detailed
provisions: “newly-built architecture and construction in the historic
and cultural streets, towns and villages or in its neighborhood should
be in accordance with construction requirements of certain protection
plans. We should make a distinction between these architectures and
constructions, and take differentiated and varied approaches. The
historic architecture within the core conservation area of historic and
cultural streets, towns and villages should retain the original height,
volume, exterior look and color.”

Since 2008, under the supports of Ministry of Culture and State
Administration of Cultural Heritage, the China Culture Daily and
Cultural Relics World have held the selection program of “Renowned
Chinese Cultural-Historic Streets” for three successive years, and

selected thirty streets in total. The selection program has effectively

promoted the conservation of various kinds of cultural heritage and
overall environment of historic and cultural streets, and sustained the
functions and cultural inheritance on certain streets. A number of
outstanding historic and cultural streets have been properly protected,
and turned into the most charismatic namecards of the city.

The Conservation of Renowned Cities, Towns and Villages
Have Improved the Street Environments

State Administration of Cultural Heritage has always attached great
importance to the conservation of renowned cities, towns and villages.
In recent years, the administration has joined hands with Ministry of
Housing and Urban & Rural Development to take a series of effective
measures to conserve renowned cities, towns and villages by considering
unique characteristics of individual cultural relic, including enhancing
the conservation of immovable cultural relics in renowned cities, towns
and villges and historic flavor in the neighborhood. Meanwhile, relevant
institutions have actively explored how to conserve new categories
of cultural relics in renowned historic and cultural cities, towns and
villages, actively promoted the archeological explorations and relic
conservation in historic and cultural cities, and taken initiatives to
conserve and utilize historic and cultural streets.

What deserves special attention is that though a lot of efforts
have been made to conserve the renowned cities, towns and villages,
and that certain achievements have been made, there still exist some
marked problems. For example, the notion of conservation of renowned
cities has not caught due attention; laws and regulations await further
perfection; relevant conservation duties have not been effectively
clarified; enforcement and supervision still lack force; illegal deeds to
damage renowned cities, towns and villages still take place across the
country. All these have influenced the conservation and development of
historic and cultural streets, which serve as the integral component of

the city.



