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PREFERENCE

The concept of biosphere reserves as originated by Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme of
UNESCO in 1974 and launched the world network of biosphere reserves in 1976. Biosphere reserves
are designated to deal with one of the most important questions the world faces today: how can we rec-
oncile conservation of biediversity and biological resources with their sustainable use? It goes without
saying that is a complex issue and it is difficulty to resolve this kind of problems by only one subject or
sector. The MAB programme advances research for solving problems: it thus involves research by inter-
disciplinary teams on the interaction between ecological and social systems, it means in favor of natural
and social scientists, managers and decision — makers. organizations or departments of conservation
and development as well as local communities — all working together on this complex issue. An effec-
tive biosphere reserve should be an open system, it’ s roles are not only a conservation function, to
preserve genetic resources, species, ecosystems and landscapes; but also a development function, to
foster environmentally sound, socio — economic development, and a logistic support function, to sup-
port demonstration projects, environmental education and training, research and monitoring related to
issues of conservation and sustainable development.

The concept and roles of biosphere reserves have being perfected through activities of MAB pro-
gramme for more than 20 years and, some results and experience have been received at biosphere re-
serves in the different bio — g graphical regions of the world. Biosphere reserves therefore have be-
come a key component of the MAB programme and also designated as one of the main sites for imple-
menting MAB programme since 12th session of the Intemmational Co — ordinating Council of the MAB
programme. By the end of 1997, the world network of biosphere reserves has included 352 biosphere
reserves in 87 counties. Biosphere reserves are poised to take a new role in the 21st century: one of
the important bases for implementing Agenda 21, the Conventions on Biological Diversity, Climate
Change and Desertification, and other multilateral agreements.

The Chinese National Committee for MAB ( China — MAB) has joined activities of MAB pro-
gramme actively, so far, 14 biosphere reserves in China have been involved in the world network of
biosphere reserves. In order to extend the roles and inference of biosphere reserves for promoting in
biodiversity conservation and environmentally sound. socio — economic development in China, the Chi-
na’ s Biosphere Reserve Network (CBRN) was set up under the China — MAB in 1993. Some activi-
ties including international cooperative projects, research, training and demonstration projects etc.
have been organized and fruitful results achieved within the framework of CBRN, a research project on
Biediversity Conservation and Sustainable Development in Xishuangbanna Biosphere Reserve was an ex-
ample, which obtained almost funding support from International Development Research Center
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(IDRC), Canada, and Yunnan Provincial Science and Technology Commission (STC), China and,
lasted from 1994 to 1997.

Take account of exchanging experience and research results, an International Symposium on Bio-
diversity Conservation and Sustainable Development in Biosphere Reserves took place on 3 — 8 Novem-
ber 1997 in Xishuangbanna, Yunnan Province, China, which organized by the China — MAB, Yunnan
University and Administration of the Xishuangbanna Biosphere Reserve and sponsored by IDRC and
STC. Some 30 papers involved in the proceedings of the symposium which can be categorized the fol-
lowing six contents: (1) geographical information system (GIS) application in biosphere reserves, (2)
case studies on land use and planning, (3) conservation and management of wild life, (4) relationship
between cultural integrity and biological diversity, (5) ecotourism and (6) ecological theories etc.
These research results will be scientific significance and valuable to the development of protected ar-
eas.

I would like to use a comer of the proceedings to express my heartfelt thanks to departments and
individuals for their contributions to the symposium and research projects as follows: IDRC; State Sci-
ence and Technology Commission, China; STC, China; the Secretariat of China — MAB; Institute of
Ecology and Geobotany of Yunnan University, China; Xishuangbanna Biosphere Reserve, China;
Yunnan University, China; Xishuangbanna Local Government, China; Dr. Stephen Tyler, senior offi-
cer of IDRC: Dr. David M. Welch, physical science advisor of Parks Canada; and Dr. Jean Poitevin,
applied research coordinator in Parks Canada; as well as all of participants in symposium.

Prof. Zhao Xianying
Secretary General of China Man and Biosphere Committee
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P 19, ZREF Y 0 R, BITRKAMAMILIY 102 F, HLEWIL YK
119.8% , PEBERKEZHAKEMAMLDYILTHBER S HEIMEP RN, HPHE
B (Elephus maximus indisicas)  F1 A IR ( Hylobafes concoloriencogenys) | EN 32 1% ( Pan-
thera tigris corbeffi) FIRERE ( Tragrlus javanicuswillamsoni) % WK — % & S F P s, #
XEMmA 52427 f, HeEZE08M 36%, XHFENNEXEUHRETELSZ —~, BILE
MRS, RIPFXARAOPWESIY 38 F, KA 7 MEARY KA, Ha oy
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85 ( Lehthyophis gludinosus) TE3X B R 5I# A ; TeATshER I K INA 60 Ff, HamE e
i BB 43% , E M ( Varanus salvator) RER—RRPHY; RPXANEHEELY
100 A, EIRERASBIHR MK E; FPPXKERER R IR RAEE—
O PG X R, (X 1983 ERIE B A RENRARE 14378, AT HITEZ
HHEEE .

PHRUMR AN R F X BB k> R SRR B A RPN ENED TR, 2L
F it 5 4 2 R 0 (R 4P B0 5 0 TR PR L X, b T o S T A M L % R W A ) R TR A
MO IX , 7E P [E R bR — A i R X, B BN RE SR L. TR
BSE)—Se[H ], e MA T L RAKTE S N EEE, B G TRIPEAMIEHA
REMAL, HHHESZFNLBSARREPHTHETERT —EFE, SHELSEFHR
AR, MEHEOTRBOEZHMAMEL T, KERMEFOFEAER L,

HOERBHE L A R R, R RKAE R Z B R AR E, 48O R
K, — R R A A5 8O i B R Ay e AR AP AR 7 5, ERE A L
b, Z%AT “TIHFART MPHET, REF-BREMAEE, EEAD/MM, KA
(] F0 AR G Ok T, M ARER RGBT HE;

HXKESFEYHFHMMEEN BRESREM . AR RERFZFEY
RIBM MK, R RS , BEJLETR KNS FR L KA
s A AN SR (Amomum villosum) WIFMHEERIEY K, PFXARAK
W REMEH2ES —; B TR FEMETRERMAKRT, X TFRFETFHROY L
FEPE . MM IEH A RABAEREM IE S EETRM™HEAEWE; 5005084 76 75 RN
— S XK ) & B H AR, A KR AR B th Ak,

H=RAFENMmRELEMEERE, WRNRAY XK NERIER#ERAMmE &
M S AR EES RGN EEER /M, BEAHMOEIFSREORZDRT
fi; BARPRMEHETECER TIRAMSE S, BEENFEDARE T — LR ESF
P TR A RS, B C A MIHERME NS A - REFEASWIN, HEEXASRPRHY
AR RS .

S5 VYR AR U 19 A JERT B ARAE S RG MR, R WL 7E P DR AL T OEAE R B =
b, ERZG—MUEEMEREZRAOHEHET, ERFERAOEIMERIEIN ARE
SRGEAASEIREM, MABARSTIHXNORPEE, EHEAAREEREHHK
M FHRE SRR AN ARESRAEN R THBHOERE,

Britz o, A N T 0 X PR BT R A4 i (e, R R S 3R N I 4 386 i X 24 3
MM CLER TERES; HANMERENBEIRBRE, —SREH, YARRPH %
M RIEEHBEL A E RS X E G A F TR DS RP TR E
X RIEFTRED

= AN HERRPRNESARNTENEIEAS
AN AR R KM ESMEENEREHAEE, FPRXEEETCETE

T —ES MM TE. GERPEKEIIY, RPREERITOTEBBRE MR HALE
- 5 .



