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FOREWORD

Mr. Hu Jian is of the same age as me. | had an “affinity” for him the moment | knew him: his busy life, his
outspoken and straightforeward personality, and his sentimentalization over the elapse of time... What |
admire of him most is that he has, in his spare time over the past thirty odd years, persistently pursued the art of
photography. He is good at scenic photography, by which he blends his feelings and the landscape scenery
into a perfect harmony. The pleasing combination through his camera lens of what he sees and what he feels
has left us many precious mememtos. Indeed, as he himself says, “'Life is short; only Mother Nature is
eternal.”

This anthology was carefully chosen from as many as 1,000 scenics of his. Enabled by his work of
cultural exchanges, he has had the opportunities to traverse China’s famous mountains and great rivers as
well as various scenic spots and historical sites around the world. As an “observant person,” he lends his
thoughts to his camera and unfolds before us the romantic and poetic charms of nature and the heroic spirit
and wonder of man’s creation. -

Nature plays melody through association; architecture is solidified music. The good education in music
he got when he was young has endowed him with an extraordinary sensibility to the spectacular features of
the landscape. The city, the castle, the street, the market, the mountain, and the rock, beautifully set off by the
sea of clouds and the trees and flowers. . . each of the harmonious pictures he takes seems to be telling you a
feeling, a story, or a philosophy.

| learn it from my friends in photographic circles that it is indeed very difficult to snapshoot the
instantaneous expressions of figures, nor is it easy to take down the romantic charm of still life. Still life is not
still: something dynamic is hibernating in the stiliness. The impersonal and uninteresting things seem to have
been bestowed with human feelings. In aesthetic jargon, this is, perhaps, what they call the “pathetic
fallacy.” | follow such characteristics to appreciate Mr. Hu Jian’s photographic works and | feel as though |
am tracing the photographer’s sensibilities and understandings.

May the readers find this anthology pleasing to both the eye and the mind.

Gu Changchun
Vice Secretary,
Jilin Provincial Party Committee
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About the Photographer

Hu Jian was born at the Qimudao Village, Huangxian County, Shandong Province, in 1933, when his
family moved to Harbin. Graduated from the Department of Music of the Northeast Lu Xun Literature and Art
Institute in Shenyang, he successively worked in the Institute, the Northeast People’s Art Theater, and the
Northeast Film Managing Company. In 1954, he was transferred to Beijing. His career afterwards included
vice manager and senior economist of the China Film Distribution and Exhibition Corporation and the China
Film Export and Import Corporation, member of the 5th Presidium of the China Film Association, member of
the 1st Academic Committee of the China Film Review Society, member of the Editorial Board of the Year
Book of Chinese Films, jury member of the 9th and 11th Chinese Film Golden Rooster Awards, permanent
member of the Capital Council of Entrepreneurs, and vice chairman of the China Film Distribution and
Exhibition Society. He is now the president of the China Film Distribution and Exhibition Corporation and the
China Film Export and Import Corporation, member of the American Biographical Institute and the UK
(Cambridge) International Biographical Centre. He wrote such essays as Opera DONG CUNRUI and the
Nationalization of Opera, Retrospect and Prospect, Develop China’s Film Distribution and Exhibiton in
Competition, and System Reform and Publicity Abroad. His hobbies include music and photography.
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A Vast Expanse of Fertile Land
Father leaves me a never-ending dream;
Mother gives me a pure and sincere heart.
My verses are a rustling Ormosia forest
Whispering my true love for the vast land.
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The Sun Sets on the Jingpo Lake
Slightly drunk clouds float in the air.

Crystal water reflects dreamland mirage.

The setting sun wafts gentle afterglows
Awaiting the arrival of the queen of night.
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The Guizhou Huangguoshu Waterfall (1)

Myriads of springs and brooks
Converge into such a grandeur.
How | wish to paint it down,
But it's beyond description!

Plate 3
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The Guizhou Huangguoshu Watefall (2)

Tiny streams burst into countless pearls,
Constructing a curtain of silver cataract.
The water spray chants a swan song.
Time passes away with the purling stream.







