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Bordering on the Taihang Mountains in the east
and the Yellow River in the west, Shanxi, located in
the transitional region of the agrarian civilization
and the nomadic civilization, is one of the places
where Chinese civilization originated. In the early
years of the Western Zhou Dynasty (1046 B.C.-771
B.C.), King Cheng made the area (known as ‘Tang’
then) the fief of his brother Shuyu to guard the
royal family in the capital. Shuyu established the
state of Jin, which ‘promoted husbandry and ruled
by local laws & customs’, thereby beginning the
over-6-century-long eventful history of Jin.

The royal family of the Zhou moved eastward
and Marquis Wen of Jin commanded a force to
save the dynasty from danger—those two events
laid the foundation of Jin’s local hegemony. In the
Spring & Autumn Period, amidst the collapse of
rites and the spoiling of music, powers emerged
one after another. Whereas Qin dominated the
west, Chu attained dominion in the south. In
the fierce wars for hegemony, Jin had always
been an important force in the Central Plains.
Marquis Wen of Jin defended imperial authority,
subdued disobedient foreign countries, repelled
the powerful state of Chu, and pacified the Central
Plains; Marquis Dao appointed the right men for
the right posts, united with other feudal Marquis
nine times and showed the military might of Jin as
far as Qi, Lu and the crossing of the Yangtze and
the Hanshui River--"Orders on expeditions of the
feudal states have been from Jin.” In the long period
of war, the military system of Jin was reformed,
prefectures and counties were established, the
power of the royal family diminished and that of
officials strengthened. In the Warring States Period,
Jin was split into Wei, Zhao and Han, which were
all among the Seven Powers. Together they brought
the culture of Jin to its peak.

Since the 1950s, major archeological
discoveries such as the Houma Site of Jin, the
Mausoleum of Marquis Jin State in Quwo, the

Western Zhou Graveyard at Hengshui, Jiangxian
County, and the Duck of Zhao’s Mausoleum have
presented a clearer picture of Jin culture in front
of the public so that we can appreciate its unique
charm thousands of years later.

Shanxi Museum and Shanxi Archeological
Research Institute boasts an abundant and
variegated collection of exquisite cultural relics of
Jin and its three successors Wei, Zhao and Han.
Hubei Provincial Museum is most famous for its
collection of cultural relics of the state of Chu. Its
exhibition of cultural relics unearthed from the
Chu Tombs at Jiuliandun was a success in Shanxi.
Now at the invitation of Hubei Provincial Museum,
Shanxi Museum holds a special exhibition of
‘Treasures of Jin’, including a large number of
bronze and jade articles, which can, from different
angles, reflect the 600-year history of Jin during the
Zhou Dynasty. They will not only present us a clear
picture of Jin at its peak, but shed light on how
marquis dominated politics and the royal power
declined at the turn from the Spring and Autumn
Period to the Warring States Period. Both Jin and
Chu were powerful states during the Eastern Jin
Dynasty. Between them there were brutal wars and
peace pacts; they had influenced each other in
culture. Among the exhibits, the Bells of Ni, Duke
of Chu, is the oldest relics of Chu made during the
Western Zhou Dynasty; it also bears evidence to
the friendly exchange between Jin and Chu. | am
convicted that this second cooperation between
Shanxi Museum, Shanxi Archeological Research
Institute and our museum will further promote the
cultural exchange between the two provinces.

May the exhibition a great success.

Bao Dongbo

Director of Hubei Provincial Museum
Director of Hubei Provincial Institute of
Cultral Relics and Archaeology
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At the very beginning of the year, Treasures
of Ancient Jin State—A Special Exhibition of
Cultural Relics Unearthed in Shanxi Province,
jointly launched by Shanxi Museum and Shanxi
Archeological Research Institute, was unveiled in
Hubei Provincial Museum.

Jin culture is a hard nut to crack in the academic
community. Jin’s history can be dated back to the
beginning years of Western Zhou Dynasty. When
King Cheng ruled in Zhou Dynasty, he granted the
old State of Tang to Shuyu whose son named Xiefu
renamed Tang as Jin. After several Marquis’ efforts,
Jin grew into one of the five hegemonic powers in
the Spring and Autumn Period from a small state
extending only a hundred li, and had ruled the
Central Plains for over a century. In 453 B.C., Jin
was separated into three new smaller states by three
powerful families, namely, Zhao, Wei and Han,
which was a significant turning point in history.
In the Warring States Period, the three new states
together with Qi, Chu, Yan and Qin states competed
for hegemonic power in the Central Plains, and
were called “seven hegemonic states” then. The
over-800-year’s evolvement of Jin and the later three
smaller states witnessed that time of great changes.

In the past, due to lack of historical records, we
knew little about the early Jin culture. Since 1950s,
a series of surprisingly fruitful major archeological
discoveries have presented a clearer picture of Jin and
Jin Culture, such as Houma Site of Jin, the Mausoleum
of Marquis of Jin State in Quwo, the Graveyard at
Hengshui Village, Jiangxian County. Treasures of
Ancient Jin State—A Special Exhibition of Cultural
Relics Unearthed in Shanxi Province is a summary of
the archeological work about Jin culture in Shanxi
in the past half a century, and also to showcase new
achievements in research of Jin culture.

Basins of the Yellow River and the Yangtze
River are cradles of the Chinese civilization. Two
civilizations represented respectively by Jin culture
and Chu culture have met, exchanged and merged

with each other, which had greatly contributed to
forming the pattern of Chinese civilization featuring
diversity and integration. Shanxi Province and
Hubei Province, core areas of Jin and Chu cultures
respectively, have enjoyed long-standing cultural
exchange.

The cultural and museum communities from the
two provinces have deep friendship and frequent
communication. Entering the new century, Shanxi
archeological workers and their counterparts in
Hubei have made joint and rewarding efforts on
the rescue excavation of relics in the Three Georges
reservoir area and along the middle line of the
Southern-to-Northern Water Diversion Project. At
the end of August 2011, Shanxi Museum introduced
“Epic of Jingchu Culture—Exhibition of Relics
Unearthed from Jiuliandun” launched by Hubei
Provincial Museum. Under concert efforts, fantastic
and romantic Jingchu civilization was well received
by Shanxi audiences, making the exhibition a great
success.

Past experience has proved that closer
cooperation between museums can promote the
better and faster development of cultural and
museum undertakings. This exhibition held in
Wuhan marks a step forward of exchange between
the Shanxi Museum and Hubei Provincial Museum.
| believe the majestic Jin culture will impress its
Hubei audiences in a different way. We are also
confident that the cultural and museum circles from
both provinces will cooperate and exchange in
more aspects and at a deeper level.

Many thanks to sincere invitation from Hubei
Provincial Museum and thank all colleagues for
your hard work and devotion.

May the exhibition every success!

Shi Jinming, Director of Shanxi Museum
Song Jianzhong, Director of Shanxi
Archeological Research Institute
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