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. Computer and Information ( I)
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1. Aunt Cindy and her nephew Danny are talking about online shopping.

Danny .
Cindy:
Danny .

Cindy:

Danny:
Cindy:

Danny:
Cindy:

Danny:
Cindy:

Danny:
Cindy :
Danny .

Cindy;

Danny :
Cindy:

Aunt Cindy, do you shop online often?

Yes. It's very convenient and the price is even lower.

Last week, I tried to buy some books online, but I didn’t know how to pay for
them.

You should open an account at the online bank first. After that, you can buy any-
thing online.

Are there many things online?

Sure. You can find everything from all over the world. Let’s check it out online!
(They log in a shopping website. )

Oh, what’s this? Second-hand cell phone store?

Yeah, this one is very famous with a good credit among online customers. It's like
an open free market. If you want to change your cell phone for a new one, you can
sell the old one here.

Really? How to do that?

Take some pictures of the things you want to sell, then upload it onto line with a
brief description about it and leave your connecting number. Then your stuff will
be sold by auction.

That’s amazing. I'd love to try it later. Oh, an online virtual supermarket?

Let’s click to check it out.

Oh, I got it. It simulates the real supermarket, which makes it feel so real. Mom
will love it. She loves shopping in supermarkets.

No doubt about it. Shopping online will get more and more popular. It’s a real revolution
about people’s consuming habits.

Are there any disadvantages about it?

It takes some time for the stuff you buy online to arrive. But I think this problem

will be solved soon.
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Questions:

1. What are the two speakers talking about?
2. Do you often shop online? Why?
3. If Danny wants to change his old cell phone, what should he do?

2. Barbara and Jack are enjoying a holiday. while Jack is totally caught by computer.

Barbara:

Jack:

Barbara:

Jack:

Barbara:

Jack:

Barbara:

Jack:

Barbara:
Jack:

Barbara:

Jack:

Jack, vou're sitting in front of your computer again! The sea and the sand are on-
ly steps away. Why are you wasting time on your machine? The summer will be
over before you know it

I'm not wasting the holiday as you say. The computer is a good thing. On the In-
ternet you can go to any part of the world; I can see everything in the world. It’s
more real than reality.

But... but you can’t spend your entire summer watching that screen. You'll get a
big bottom. *

I'm not just watching the screen. I'm doing a lot of things—I'm sending e-mails;
I'm shopping; I'm chatting in chat rooms...

Right! But I bet you're spending most of your time playing computer games—a
time-wasting, mindless activity that will turn your brain into Chinese tofu.

No, it isn't a single mindless pastime. There are many activities: role-playing
games. arcade games. adventure games, strategy games...

I understand the computer is a wonderful thing. but you have to be careful not to
get too much of a good thing. ® Life needs some variety in it. It would be a lot
healthier if you played a chess game outdoors, in the park.

It wouldn’t be the same. In those games in the park I can’t play against the
grandmaster of Moscow, can 1? And there are creative games in the computer,
where I can learn city planning and psychology.

Well, what about me? Don’t you think I'd like a little attention?

Now. Baby. that’s no way to talk. After all this time together, you know I love
you.

I'm not so sure any more. It's time you made a choice. Is it going to be more me

or the computer?
Well ...



Questions:

1. What is wrong with Jack?

2. Do you often spend too much time in front of your computer?

3. Which one would Jack choose at last? His girl friend or computer?

4. What is Barbara’s opinion of using computer?

“Passage
— LA
Taking the Mystery Out of Web Anonymity

The Internet affords anonymity to its users—a boon to privacy and freedom of speech.
But that very anonymity is also behind the explosion of cybercrime that has swept across
the Web. ¥ Can privacy be preserved while bringing a semblance of safety and security to a
world that seems increasingly lawless?

In June, 2010, Howard Schmidt, the nation’s cyber-czar, offered the (Obama

“

administration's proposal to make the Web a safer place — a “voluntary trusted identity”
system that would be the high-tech equivalent of a physical key, a fingerprint and a photo
ID card, all rolled into one. ® The system might use a smart identity card, or a digital cre-
dential linked to a specific computer, and would authenticate users at a range of online
services,

The idea is to create a federation of private online identity systems. Users could select
which system to join, and only registered users whose identities have been authenticated
could navigate those systems. The approach contrasts with one that would require a gov-
ernment-issued Internet driver’s license. (Civil liberties groups oppose a government sys-
tem, fearful that it could lead to national identity cards. )®

In effect. the approach would create a “walled garden” in cyberspace, with (virtually)
safe neighborhoods and bright (cyber) streetlights to establish a sense of a trusted commu-
nity.

Mr. Schmidt described it as a “voluntary ecosystem” in which “individuals and organi-
zations can complete online transactions with confidence, trusting the identities of each
other and the identities of the infrastructure that the transaction runs on.”

Still, the administration’s plan has'divided privacy rights activists. Some applaud the
approach; others are apprehensive. ® “It seems clear,” Lauren Weinstein, the editor of
Privacy Journal, wrote “that such a scheme is a preemptive push toward what would
eventually be a mandated Internet ‘driver’s license’ mentality, ”

The plan has also been greeted with skepticism by some computer security experts,

Computer and Information P/ Unit
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who worry that the “voluntary ecosystem” envisioned by Mr. Schmidt would still leave
much of the Internet vulnerable. ® They argue that all Internet users should be forced to
register and identify themselves, in the same way that drivers must be licensed to drive on
public roads.

“The privacy standards the administration wants to adopt will make the system both

” said Stewart Baker, a former chief

unwieldy and less effective and not good for security,”
counsel of the National Security Agency who favors government-issued Internet driver’s li-
censes.

But Marc Rotenberg, executive director of the Electronic Privacy Information Center,
a privacy rights group, said such criticism was unfair. He said the Obama administration
had created a policy framework that will make it possible for private industry to improve
privacy and security technologies.

Some members of the Internet’s technical community say that the Web-of-trust ap-
proach is too little, too late to solve the Internet’s security problems. “We’'re now seeing
attacks on the Internet’s plumbing,” said Rodney Joffe, senior technologist at Neustar, an
Internet infrastructure firm. “If you get control of the plumbing, there are lots of things
you can do, because the plumbing was never designed for a world where there is a lack of
trust. ”

Vinton Cerf, a Google vice president and one of the designers of the Internet, is push-
ing efforts to create standards that would secure the Internet’s plumbing, though those
may take longer than a decade to be put in place globally. As for making the network more
secure for users, he said he was optimistic and that he saw a relatively straightforward —
though not exactly inexpensive — way to make the network more secure.

In the future, he envisions a card that each of us will carry, perhaps equipped with a
fingerprint reader, that will in effect be a one-time password system. It will digitally hold
all of our different personalities: who we are at work, while playing online games, banking
and using our smart phones and make it possible for others to be sure we are who we say
we are. ®

But Mr. Joffe said he worried that the time for such systems might already have run
out,

“Imagine what would happen if people lost trust in using the Internet; what would
that do to our economy?” Mr. Joffe asked. “You would have to go down to your local bank
branch and you’d join 5,000 other people waiting to do their banking. ® That infrastructure

has gone away and the banks can’t cope with it anymore. ”



Questions:

Compuler and Information

1. Why does Internet af ford anonymity to its users?

What does “walled garden” mean?

o D

net anonymity ?

‘wé and Expressions

anonymity [jeena'nimiti] n. E 4, £2H#A
B

privacy ['prarvesi| n. FRFL, B, FAAIE

administration [ odmini'streifon] n. & 3,
TB, 1TBGERIT]

preserve [pri'zaiv] v. &7, 075, 4+

proposal [pra'pouzal] n. K, $#21L, Bl

equivalent [1'kwivalent] adj. FEM ). HE%E
B n. HHEY

identity [ai'dentiti] n. —Z(, &4, £

credential [kri'denfal]| n. EH 4, EH#E, EI

A

federation [ ifeda'rerfon] n. BEFR, BEE, BK
]

“cyberspace [ 'saibespers | n. 4% %3 [A]

contrast [ 'kontrast ] n. X H., Z 5], X #H
/)]

mentality [men'teeliti] n. & f1, OHEHMRE,
¥# H

authenticate [ o:'Oentikert ] ». E B ==+ R
H, BiE

executive [1g'zekjutiv] n. 7B EE, RIK
H

transaction [treen'zeekfon ]| n. &5, HFH 5% ;
(B ¥4, =i

infrastructure [ 'infra'straktfo| n. R, X

What is a “voluntary trusted identity” system?.

Why do some experts say the Web-o f-trust approach is far from enough?

What is Mr. Jof fe's opinion on the administration’s ap proach to eliminate Inter-

it 15 e

apprehensive [ jzepri'hensiv | adj. LEH,
TS, HBEH

preemptive [ pri'emptiv] adj. %M,
iov& i PN

mandated [ meen'dertid | adj. P41

vulnerable [ 'valnerebl] adj. 5 3% i EH,
A 55 M1, a5 19

unwieldy [ ian'wiildl] adj. A{EH

criticism [ 'kritisizom | n. #t3F, TFiE

framework [ 'freimwakk | n. HEZR, (KR, 45
L)

skepticism [ 'skeptisizom | n. FEEE, 5
SE, MEEX

plumb [plam] v. & HE

optimistic [ jopt1'mistik | adj. 5 WH

straightforward [ strert'forwod | adj. 5 1
B, BEHW, HER

fingerprint [ fipgeprint | n. $§40, 1

reader [ 'riido | n. EFE

personality [ ipaiso'neeliti | n. P, & A,
gk

digitally ['didsitolr] adv. U5 H, ZhDH

envision [m'vizen] ve. 4, &

cope [ koup] wi. Nif}, XL, ZELFH
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