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BELNES, REREUBREE,
(#2: 10)

For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be
pleasant to your soul.
(Prov. 2:10)
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Streams in the Desert
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January 1

The land whither ye go to possess it is a land of hills and valleys
and drinketh water of the rain of heaven: a land which the Lord thy
God careth for: the eyes of the Lord are always upon it, from the
beginning of the year even unto the end of the year.(Deut. 11:11, 12)

Today, dear friends we stand upon the verge of the unknown. There
lies before us the new year and we are going forth to possess it. Who
can tell what we shall find? What new experiences, what changes shall
come, what new needs shall arise? But here is the cheering, comforting,
gladdening message from our Heavenly Father, “The Lord thy God
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careth for it.” “His eyes are upon it away to the ending of the year.”

All our supply is to come from the Lord. Here are springs that shall
never dry; here are fountains and streams that shall never be cut off.
Here, anxious one, is the gracious pledge of the Heavenly Father. If He
be the Source of our mercies they can never fail us. No heat, no drought
can parch that river, “the streams whereof make glad the city of God.”

The land is a land of hills and valleys. It is not all smooth nor
all down hill. If life'were all one dead level the dull sameness would
oppress us; we want the hills and the valleys. The hills collect the rain for
a hundred fruitful valleys. Ah, so it is with us! It is the hill difficulty that
drives us to the throne of grace and brings down the shower of blessing;
the hills, the bleak hills of life that we wonder at and perhaps grumble
at, bring down the shower. How many have perished in the wilderness,
buried under its golden sands, who would have lived and thriven in the
hill-country; how many would have been killed by the frost, blighted
with winds, swept desolate of tree and fruit but for the hill-stern, hard,
rugged, so steep to climb. God’s hills are a gracious protection for His
people against their foes! ;

We cannot tell what loss and sorrow and trial are doing. Trust only.
The Father comes near to take our hand and lead us on our way today. It
shall be a good, a blessed new year!
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And there was an enlarging, and a winding about still upward to
the side chambers: for the winding about of the house went still upward
round about the houses: therefore the breadth of the house was still
upward and so increased from the lowest chamber to the highest by the
midst. (Ezek. 41:7)

We ought not to rest content in the mists of the valley when the
summit of Tabor awaits us. How pure are the dews of the hills, how
fresh is the mountain air, how rich the fare of the dwellers aloft, whose
windows look into the New Jerusalem!

Many saints are content to live like men in coal mines, who see
not the sun. Tears mar their faces when they might anoint them with
celestial oil. Satisfied I am that many a believer pines in a dungeon
when he might walk on the palace roof, and view the goodly land and
Lebanon. Rouse thee, O believer, from thy low condition! Cast away
thy sloth, thy lethargy, thy coldness, or whatever interferes with thy
chaste and pure love to Christ. Make Him the source, the center, and the
circumference of all thy soul’s range of delight. Rest no longer satisfied
with they dwarfish attainments. Aspire to a higher, a nobler, a fuller life.
Upward to heaven! Nearer to God!'——Spurgeon

Not many of us are living at our best. We linger in the lowlands
because we are afraid to climb the mountains. The steepness and
ruggedness dismay us, and so we stay in the misty valleys and do not
learn the mystery of the hills. We do not know what we lose in our
self-indulgence, what glory awaits us if only we had courage for the
mountain climb, what blessing we should find if only we would move to
the uplands of God.——]. R. Miller
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| will lead on softly,according as the cattle that goeth before me
and the children be able to endure.(Gen. 33:14)

What a beautiful picture of Jacob’s thoughtfulness for the cattle
and the children, He would not allow them to the overdriven even for
one day. He would not lead on according to what a strong man like
Esau could do and expected them to do, but only according to what
they were able to endure. He knew exactly how far they could go in a
day; and he made that his only consideration in arranging the marches.
He had gone the same wilderness journey years before, and knew all
about its roughness and heat and length, by personal experience. And so
roughness and heat and length, by personal experience. And so he said,
“I will lead on softly.”(Gen 33:14a) “For ye have not passed this way
heretofore.” (Josh 3:4)
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We have not passed this way heretofore, but the Lord Jesus has.
It is all untrodden and unknown ground to us, but He knows it all by
personal experience. The steep bits that take away our breath, the stony
bits that make our feet ache so, the hot shadeless stretches that make
us feel so exhausted, the rushing rivers that we have to pass through-
Jesus has gone through it all before us. “He was wearied with his
journey.”Not some, but all the many waters went over Him, and yet did
not quench His love. He was made a perfect Leader by the things which
He suffered.”He knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.”
Think of that when you are tempted to question the gentleness of His
leading. He is remembering all the time; and not one step will He make
you take beyond what your foot is able to endure. Never mind if you
think it will not be able for the step that seems to come next; either He
will so strengthen it that it shall be able, or He will call a'sudden halt,
and you shall not have to take it at all.——Frances Ridley Havergal
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January 4

Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. And the man
believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his
way. (John 4:50)

When ye pray, believe. (Mark 11:24)

When there is a matter that requires definite prayer, pray till you
believe God, until with unfeigned lips you can thank Him for the
answer.If the answer still tarries outwardly, do not pray for it in such
a way that it is evident that you are not definitely believing for it. Such
a prayer in place of being a help will be a hindrance; and when you
are finished praying, you will find that your faith has weakened or has
entirely gone. The urgency that you felt to offer this kind of prayer is
clearly from self and Satan. It may not be wrong to mention the matter
in question to the Lord again, if He is keeping you waiting, but be sure
you do so in such a way that it implies faith. Do not pray yourself out
of faith. You may tell Him that you are waiting and that you are,still
believing Him and therefore praise Him for the answer. There is nothing
that so fully clinches faith as to be so sure of the answer that you can
thank God for it. Prayers that pray us out of faith deny both God’s
promise in His Word and also His whisper “Yes,”that He gave us in our
hearts. Such prayers are but the expression of the unrest of one’s heart,
and unrest implies unbelief in reference to the answer to prayer.“For we
which have believed do enter into rest”(Heb. 4:3). This prayer that prays
ourselves out of faith frequently arises from centering our thoughts on
the difficulty rather than on God’s promise. Abraham “considered not
his own body,”“he staggered not at the promise of God” (Rom. 4:19, 20).
May we watch and pray that we enter not into temptation of praying
ourselves out of faith. —C.H.P.
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Faith is not a sense, nor sight, nor reason, but a taking God at His
Word. —Evans

The beginning of anxiety is the end of faith, and the beginning of
true faith is the end of anxiety. ——George Mueller

You will never learn faith in comfortable surroundings. God gives
us the promises in a quiet hour; God seals our covenants with great and
gracious words, then He steps back and waits to see how much we believe;
then He lets the tempter come, and the test seems to contradict all that He
has spoken. It is then that faith wins its crown. That is the time to look up
through the storm, and among the trembling, frightened seamen cry, “I
believe God that it shall be even as it was told me.”
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Lord, there is none beside thee to help. (2 Chron. 14:11)

Remind God of His entire responsibility. “There is none beside thee
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to help.” The odds against Asa were enormous. There was a million
of men in arms against him, besides three hundred chariots. It seemed
impossible to hold his own against that vast multitude. There were no
allies who would come to his help; his only hope, therefore, was in God.
It may be that your difficulties have been allowed to come to so alarming
a difficulties have been allowed to come to so alarming a pitch that you
may be compelled to renounce all creature aid, to which in lesser trials
you have had recourse, and cast yourself back on your Almighty Friend.

Put God between yourself and the foe. To Asa’s faith, Jehovah
seemed to stand between the might of Zerah and himself, as one who
had no strength. Nor was he mistaken. We are told that the Ethiopians
were destroyed before the Lord and before His host, as though celestial
combatants flung themselves against the foe in Israel’s behalf, and put
the large host to rout, so that Israel had only to follow up and gather
the spoil. Our God is Jehovah of hosts, who can summon unexpected
reinforcements at any moment to aid His people. Believe that He is there
between you and your difficulty, and what baffles you will flee before
Him, as clouds before the gale. F. B. Meyer

Abraham believed God, and said to sight, “Stand back,” and
to the laws of nature, “Hold your peace,” and to a misgiving heart,
“Silence, thou lying tempter,” He believed God. ——Joseph Parker
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January 6

When thou passest through the waters...they shall not overflow thee.
(lsa. 43:2)

God does not open paths for us in advance of our coming. He does
not promise help before help is needed. He does not remove obstacles
out of our way before we reach them. Yet when we are on the edge of
our need, God’s hand is stretched out.

Many people forget this, and are forever worrying about difficulties
which they foresee in the future. They expect that God is going to make
the way plain and open before them, miles and miles ahead; whereas
He has promised to do it only step by step as they may need. You must
get to the waters and into their floods before you can claim the promise.
Many people dread death, and lament that they have not “dying
grace.” Of course, they will not have dying grace when they are in
good health, in the midst of life’s duties, with death far in advance.
Why should they have it then, Grace for duty is what they need then,
living grace; then dying grace when they come to die. ——J.R. Miller
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| have learned, in whatsoever state | am, therewith to be content.
(Phil. 4:11)

Paul, denied of every comfort, wrote the above words in his
dungeon. A story is told of king who went into his garden one morning,
and found everything withered and dying. He asked the oak that stood
near the gate what the trouble was. He found it was sick of life and
determined to die because it was not tall and beautiful like the pine. The
pine was all out of heart because it could not bear grapes, like the vine.
The vine was going to throw its life away because it could not stand
erect and have as fine fruit as the peach tree. The geranium was fretting
because it was not tall and fragrant like the lilac; and so on all through
the garden. Coming to a heart’s-ease, he found its bright face lifted as
cheery as ever.

“Well, heart’ s-ease, I'm glad, amidst all this discouragement, to find
one brave little flower. You do not seem to be the least disheartened.”
“No, I am not of much account, but I thought that if you wanted an oak,
or a pine, or a peach tree, or a lilac, you would have planted one; but as
I know you wanted a heart’s-ease, I am determined to be the best little
heart’s-ease that I can.”

- They who are God’s without reserve, are in every state content;
for they will only what He wills, and desire to do for Him whatever
He desires them to do; they strip themselves of everything, and in this
nakedness find all things restored an hundredfold.
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| will cause the shower to come down in his season; there shall
be showers of blessing. (Ezek. 34:26)

What is thy season this morning, Is it a season of drought, Then
that is the season for showers. Is it a season of great heaviness and
black clouds, Then that is the season for showers.”As thy day so shall
thy strength be.”“I will give thee showers of blessing.” The word is in
the plural. All kinds of blessings God will send. All God’s blessings go
together, like links in a golden chain. If He gives coverting grace, He
will also give comforting grace. He will send “showers of blessings.”
Look up today, O parched plant, and open thy leaves and flowers for a
heavenly watering.——Spurgeon

Thou, O Lord, canst transform my thorn into a flower. And I want
my thorn transformed into a flower. Job got the sunshine after the rain,
but has the rain been all waste, Job wants to know, I want to know, if
the shower had nothing to do with the shining. And Thou canst tell
me-Thy Cross can tell me. Thou hast crowned Thy sorrow. Be this
my crown, O Lord. I only triumph in Thee when I have learned the
radiance of the rain.——George Matheson

The fruitful life seeks showers as well as sunshine.
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