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1.1 FREEH (Ability)

1) can FERAENEHH—REAREES . Fln:
Look! I can do it!
You can certainly cook, even if you can’t do any-
thing else.
He can speak German fluently.

2) can RN HEEREE S WHEWT. Bildn:
We are too busy today, but we can repair your car
tomorrow.

3) RAKERIEE R RGHRE ST, R RBURFH K
HEWHOA GRS M RE S 8F, — M A will (shall) be
able to. Bl :



4)

By the time he finishes his course, he’ll be able to
speak English well.

I'll be able to speak German in another few months.
If T have a good sleep, I'll be able to work out the
problem.

One day people will be able to run a kilometer in two
minutes.

BT can BAZHRAMAEXFERX, Aot ReEH
be able to. fiiN:

This is all the information I've been able to get so
far.

Ask that policeman over there. He should (ought
to) be able to help you.

el = —ME A K EE S (general ability) 3 A10] LA
could 2% was/were able to, #10:

She could sing like an angel when she was a kid. (B¢
# :she was able to sing. .. ) ,[BER T EZHXE —-ITAHE
WM _E5EAL T (An action was in fact performed in the
past), I i1 A H could, M A was/were able to BX
managed to, succeeded in, ] 4l: After looking at
his notes, he was able to complete the exercise.
BT HIFA) .

He was a terrific liar: he could make anybody be-
lieve him.

I talked for a long time, and in the end was able to
make her believe me.

AHER couldn’t (could not) Al HFErAEHR . #lan:
When I was younger I couldn’t decide what I want-

ed to do.



Simen was so drunk that he couldn’t find the front

door.
5) could ¥§1E ZHIBE 1 FE B # 5 see, hear, smell, tasie,

feel ,remember,understand Z A ER . #l40:
When we went into the house, we could smell burn-
ing.
She spoke in a very low voice, but I could under-
stand what she said.

EXERCISE 1

A. Rewrite the sentences, using the adverbials suggested,

so that they refer to a parallel situation in past time:

Example:

He can speak German fluently. (when he was younger)

He could speak German fluently when he was younger.

1.
2.

8.

He can drive a car. (when he was eighteen)
I find I can understand English better than 1 can
speak it. (when I first arrived in England)

. My daughter can play the piano beautifully. (at one

time)
You can see that he is bored to death. (at the party
last night)

. I can’t get into the house. (because I had forgotten

my key)

We can overhear every word our neighbors say. (in
the hotel we stayed at)

(When they asked my advice) I can suggest only one
way of solving the problem.

[ can well understand how you feel about the situa-

tion. (at the time)



B. Fill in the blanks with “can/could” or “be able to”:

1.

B W N

He drive.

He swim when he was a child.

When the fog lifts we see where we are.
John help you with your homework when

you were in difficulties yesterday.

You do what you like this afternoon.
He swim halfway before he collapsed.
I ran fast, but (not) catch the bus.
[ ran fast, and catch the bus.
We repair the car tomorrow.
She used to speak German well.
. He (not) seem to give up his bad habits.
You walk for miles through the forest

without meeting anyone.

Replace the underlined words with a suitable form of “be

able to”. (not to be able to = to be unable to):

1.

If we don’t book seats soon, it won't be possible for

us to get into the theatre.

In two months’ time, we shall be in a position to

give you the examination results.

. The main road was under repair, but it was possible

for us to take an alternative route.

. By pretending to be ignorant of the rules, he man-

aged to escape being punished.

Luckily, we retraced our steps and succeeded in
finding our way again.

[t has been impossible for me to get to the bank yet,

so I haven’t any money.



7. May I borrow this piece of material? I'd like to have

the opportunity of showing it to my wife.

8. He took a ‘crash’ course in Spanisn—he wanted to

be in a position to speak it when he went on busi-

ness to South America.
9. They bought their first house last year: previously,

it had been impossible for them to get a loan.

10. They went to see their MP, taking with them a pe-
tition for which they had managed to get 25, 000

signatures.

. Complete the following sentences with can/can’t/could/

couldn’t + the following verbs:

come eat hear run sleep wait

1. I'm afraid I to your party next week.

2. When Tim was 16, he was a fast runner. Fle

100 metres in 11 seconds.

3. ‘Are you in a hurry?’ ‘No, I've got plenty of time.

I V)

4. I was feeling sick yesterday. I anything.
5. Can you speak up a bit? I you very well.
6. ‘You look tired.” ‘Yes, I last night.’

. Complete the following sentences with “could, couldn’t”
or “was/were able to”:

1. My grandfather was a very clever man. He

speak five languages.
2. I looked everywhere for the book but I
find it.

3. They didn't want to come with us at first but we

persuade them.

« 5 -



4. Laura had hurt her leg and walk very
well.

5. Sue wasn’t at home when I phoned but I
contact her at her office.

6. I looked very carefully and 1 see a figure
in the distance.

7. 1 wanted to buy some tomatoes. The first shop I
went to didn’t have any but I get some in
the next shop.

8. My grandmother loved music. She  play

the piano very well.

e

A girl fell into the river but fortunately we _
rescue her.
10. I had forgotten to bring my camera so |

take any photographs.

1.2 FRIFF (Permission)

1) ER“GFA" AT LAA can, could, may B might, 7£ A}
6] 35X 4 a4 Rk, HAd can BAFH M. B
.

Can I have a cup of more whisky?

Could t can IS L B30I 5% S BEEE , IR A REH
EMTRBEZHETFN , AAFEACHIERE
BREEN, —MH could, W:

Could I ask you something if you are not too busy?
may 5 might A F H 8 1E 3 89 30K, might . may
wike . Bl

May I make a suggestion?

May I stop work a little earlier tonight?



2)

3)

4)

5)

Might I take the liberty of pointing out that you
have made a small mistake?
B XA SR %, AR can 5
may , AN FHBEFE K could B might, #40:

’— Could I use your phone?

— Yes, of course you can. (A:...you could.)
‘—- Might I trouble you for a light?

— You may indeed. (A #i:You might indeed. )

HVFAT, RIS FRAT ) B BR B B R4S VR A

—JF can AF may. #illn:
It’s not fair. Joey can stay up till ten and I have to
go to bed at eight. (A¥i---+--Joey may....)
Can you park on the pavement in your country? (A
i May you ...7)
WAt KR A AR, AT — A A could,
s A ek, Bl
I was allowed to see her yesterday evening.
He had permission to go out for an hour.
BAES 1 1) 2 i 2 i /4 18] #2 51 18 o AT A could &Y
might. #40:
Mary said that I might / could borrow her car.
IeAh , FATH A could ZH8E EMFRT ", 0
When 1 lived at home, I could watch TV whenever
I wanted to.
On week days we had to get up early but on Sundays
we could / were allowed to stay in bed till ten.
FARANAREF"E A can’t (can not), may not BY
mustn't (must not)ER. FlHN:

You can’t leave the table unless you finish your

o 7 .



meal.
Put that cigarette out. You must not smoke near a

petrol pump!

EXERCISE 2
A. Fill in the blanks with “can / could” or “may / might”:

1.

10.

1 take the book out?
Yes, you
Tom be in the library?
No, he . It’s not open on Sundays.
. My friend not meet you at the airport. He
is in hospital.
. At the age of 14 he not even dress him-
self.
It rain; you'd better take a coat.
. Will you answer the phone? It be your
mother.
. You ought to go to his lectures. You learn
something.
Candidates not bring textbooks into the
examination room.
He said that we use his flat whenever we
liked to.

all you wishes come true.

B. Rewrite the statements and questions in reported speech.

1.

3.

“You may leave work early this evening if you want
to,’ the manager told me.

‘You can put off making a decision for a week, but
no longer,’ his interviewer told him.

‘Could I see your passports, please?’ the Customs of-



ficer asked us.

4. ‘May I ask you a rather personal question?’ the
teacher asked the student.

5. ‘You can borrow my notes provided you take care of
them,’ I told my friend.

6. ‘Might I see that photograph you're holding?’ the
police inspector asked his colleague.

7. ‘Cars may be parked at the rear of the building,’ the
notice stated.

8. ‘Might I interrupt you for a moment?’ the chairman
asked the speaker politely.

9. *May I join you?’ he asked his friend.

C. Make sentences beginning with “can...” or “could...”:

1. You're carrying a lot of things. You can’t open the
door yourself. There’s a man standing near the door.
You say to him:

2. You phone Ann but somebody else answers. Ann
isn’t there. You want to leave a message for her.
You say:

3. You are a tourist. You want to go to the station but
you don’t know where it is. You ask at your hotel.
You say:

4. You are in a clothes shop. You see some trousers you
like and you want to try them on. You say to the
shop assistant:

5. You have a car. You have to go to the same place as

John who hasn’t got a car. You want to give him a

lift. You say to John:

D. Ask questions beginning with “Do you think ...?"

«+ Q9 .



1. You want to borrow your {riend’s camera. What do

you say to him?

2. You are at a friend’s house and you want to use her

phone. What do you say?

3. You've written a letter in English. Before you send
it, you want an English friend to check it. What do

you ask him?

4. You want to leave work early because you have some
things to do. What do you ask your boss?

5. The woman in the next room is playing music. It’s
very loud. You want her to turn it down. What do

you say to her?

6. You are phoning the owner of a flat which was ad-
vertised in a newspaper. You are interested in the
flat and you want to come and see it today. What do

you say to the owner?

E. How do you react to the following situations?
1. John has come to see you in your flat. You offer him
something to eat.
YOU:
JOHN': No, thank you. I'm not hungry.

2. You need help to change the film in your camera.
You ask Ann.
YOU: Ann, I don’t know how to change the film.

ANN: Sure. It’s easy. All you have to do is this.
« 10



