Mc
ﬁraw Education

# 9 AT

IR

’i(f S

EFHdhiIR e S1EEND
HSATE EX
SHETISATIEE®ER

AN IBTEERE, G)F. BRI
stopher Black{Fi[»3Ti&




M
G
H

Cc
K

w Education

\T

Ei{)E

Christopher Black
College Hill Coaching™
R F

2 3£ X ST RF KRAAL

BEIJING LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
UNIVERSITY PRESS



BEHEMRS%E (CIP) #iE

BISATE H18r HE-BAE M / (38) M358 (Black, C.) 4R, EMMRE. —2hK. —dbat: JLE0E T KF AR,
2013.1

ISBN 978-7-5619-3421-0

[.O#H: 1.0/ Q- . OKiE—BE—SFER — AEHK—EEH-HESETR V. G634

v [ i A P S0 CIP B % (2012) 552941115

b AURZEVEALS RIEES . 01-2009-5440

McGraw-Hill’s Conquering SAT Writing, second edition

Christopher Black

0-07-174913-6

Copyright © 2011 by Christopher Black.

All Rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic or mechanical, including without limitation photocopying, recording, taping, or any database, information or
retrieval system, without the prior written permission of the publisher.

This authorized bilingual edition is jointly published by McGraw-Hill Education (Asia) and Beijing Language and
Culture University Press Co., Ltd. This edition is authorized for sale in the People’s Republic of China only, excluding
Hong Kong, Macao SAR and Taiwan.

Copyright © 2013 by McGraw-Hill Education (Asia), a division of McGraw-Hill Asian Holdings (Singapore) Pte. Ltd.
and Beijing Language and Culture University Press Co., Ltd.

WA o REWIRAFRBEIFA, W4 ) AT 3R o A5 LUEf 7 XBog R Ehlsife ik, SiFEAR
FHEED, FH. FF, SCEHEMEREE. FEHTRRHIRS.

AFAUBUE R 4 57-A/K (W ) BE HRA AL IE S KRF BB EER R, HRA S BAURTE
HEARIAMESER (FMEFBRITEX ., ®IIEITBEXMEE) HE.

JAL©2013 M 7 -A /R (LW ) BOF HARA Bl 5ILRGE T R RALETA

A BEHMAMcGraw-HillA A B b 54, Thr& & AR

£  B: FSATELERFE - SEOM (F2R)
Xin SAT Guanfang Zhinan Xiangjie - Xiezuo Fence (Di—er Ban)

RITEN®: O #F

BIRAZIT: 3&F 12T KE KRa4t
T i AROBEXSRIE15S SRERES: 100083
[ fit: www.blcup.com
8 1E: A{JE5 010-82303648 /3591 /3650
YRIEE0 010-82301019
SEEARSSES 010-82303653 / 3908
M_—TJMERE 010-82303668
BFPIRFISFE service@blcup.com
: AROREIRIBEAD
2EIERS

2013F 182 2013181 REIRl
889K x 11942K 1/16  EQ¥: 15
463F=
ISBN 978-7-5619-3421-0/H + 12211
36.007T

*® =

R3O HE | D
DU S

RAIRREERE, FHARZFAMR. BiF: 010-82303590



tH i ije BH

b T EBBN 4 % WSAT, RATNERK D - A /RERA TSI TiXE (HSATHE M
ERRY BE|, —=A. BeEom. SESMUAKRERERS . RGBS ACE
WSATE 58, MAK%E, BUSHARNRS. ZRFINBHEE Y NEE KA LRATH
SATZRHESHIN, HEEEMLREZY, HEZRTIEBIIHRE A E% AR RFE
ZMAFRE .

AFTER, TSATERBRS A EAT, 2B EFENREREN. Sfeh. B
AL HLRIES BN, Tk IR AR E AT T T, HFhEZER
Yb, EEER AR B R AR, AR IR I RIEAIL AR
W FEIEEEER, NTESMEN R RNERER . R, B B b
S EBH I A AT HSE B AR AE R BRI PRI R TR, X R FTSATHIR M B ——B B4
TRBIEZET OAIEE N EARFMS BT TS, XA 2B R K IR
H—2%E, SIgEBxENBRAR, BEKEUHE, HTUE%E, B3R RS
TR R, R R MR B R T A RIS

W HHEM TS ARBEEIUATER: XTRFEMAAEINS, RIMRBEREETHH
R, TP ERE, SATES LRI HINET RSN, HENmIREAR A H
e 7 B B T . 2 B R T B RE SO FRRITC R, RSN 3R 03
RN Y. R BRI S I B LR A R B 2 LS BRI S R
RN FAFOR, MITILESEhR 2R i 544 B3 B Rt il

SIES R, BIBRERNBHTEZUS, HEHARSMRRZE., XANKIHL
BH T2 A E LA T A EREERAN BHEERUARBIEN %, NMEZIK
B fE TR EE, BN Ak R TR R B E R B L B . EERENRE
VP ER R LLNE S SR B, BRAFH SRR BRA R KRIRE 2 TR, % EEI YHRE
WTREI B —e 2 AR BR, RO T —/MAIC S, ks,

RSB, hRELERMBATHS RN THEKLE, ZEFSINZHTEREENR
IR UL AR R 1 5 s A, FRAIRTRE ARS8 T SO, i HOsE SO AR
WIS, A BV Ra R, FROTRIE, T2 TEA,
oz S R B SR, R T RO /AMRAFH T iR E BB 5 LS, RiFesyFIA
FEAICAA S, BB A L E NSRRI,

BE, TR % fe s B B i R rh 2 8 A I RN, REABZEMOER B SRR IE
B b6 H R —5,

ALHE F AR L
20134

194



FSATZE A E It

SATZ A L R FEARE DR 221K, (Scholastic Assessment Test), 43 A SATIFISATII
PIERSY . 20054ESATE 4 4SAT REASONING TEST, JL PR EERFAEARFIA SR IEIT
B, #WERBIEFRESATEIREE . XN TAEEXE, SMSATHIRA % ELIAT
200275 s XMEMT AR FIRATHIEE AR (HEE &) SBXT%IR M E R R4 B3k,
*FEREERAKRY, EEEAECEBEFRIRE, A2MSATERERNTH, ZAHRLH
B, RN ITRY, BRI HIBlair, Nate, Serena, Danl) T Z AN FHISAT R S ER R ITEHb &2 . %t
T RAEREIRKZNPER ARV, SATERE —EEETRIWER, mEIEEZER—
FEEZE, FEREIRNRREEKE, mSATHRXMIXIRIIE HKFE,

Bx1ZERIE  Miiwww.collegeboard.com RIUL T fi#R1% % IR E /. SATHEIR

&, BOF, BELRTHE, HH10 b section(#55). S FMRINHAS 5, B
&N
19:8 )2 2sectionf& 254y h
4878 R [ IR R 1section204y %
1838 471 B st i
2558 Aokt 2sectionf&-254yBh
618 B 7% o 1section104y%f

4438 B 2section&-254y %&h
108 2 1section204y-%h

BSNER — AU HRRAE R, 255 5h, TRER I, SEREHERE.

SATHIE57 4240057, B4y BRI BAE200~ 8002 [F], BR&iE LSIESIE. K
. RIREF=IE A& BOB. BREREHN—AAZSEN, BEARNFR RGN
BEWRZKERSHRE R, ZERBIRSBR— MRS . XA BHA KBRS bR AR T
M A O R B B AR B A A XAV B 8, BB S E B — A2, R
BE R F R — DB XA F IR RET RGN T 20X ik %R
ftb 7% A= BRSTHIFE XA

Vi



&% T LA 2 /E College Board BIiiE ik /1 fe, B -REM L XA RBHRUA K
HAbZRAIRS T . Wirkiz= /(= K& Master CardfiVisa, E NI EHEGFEKBRER K. 38
i E PR REB R XA, SATEIRTRAZ45E T, TWERERHET, ST EIREAR
®H20%KTT, ERFZEDRE L F26E TN M. BRERE, ZEBAFRKI—BEHN
B, BRALAF BRI REFELSENRG U, RBEHINIFE, NEESBI
FA9ETT/ IR, B RKFHRAIE R, 7LV College Boardffy BT i),

College Board Bl 7E$& it HE T & 1K FIMR 25 K S s PR AR 55 . #ECollege Board Wy ik F
Ja, LA R EBRTREG R, (B2 SERAEZ XM RN, AN IZRAT TR E
BER I B AR SR . MRS ALk SR & 8 S ECollege Boardf#E%Z FikiE kg (BEEE—
JEeetE) A EEASIER. BEFUAESES TR E RS —HXH, HER
REE BT R BIE, $F it R MR IR ST



25X

A AEY—E oA RHE & T College Hill%: 21 HEMAE , XM iIRAEBELERAE
RATISEZA, IRMGEEERSZAHEEERE, FhELSIMSATIX I MR
AR AR SERYEAL, X — 75 B0 PR -L AR,

1. AL THREBFEB4SENNIE, Glan, ROIHSME, KREHLERY, &
WO T B ahf oS tehe 2 M RIRE D . TATRER H AR MARMZESULTE, 2SMTH, HE
BAIATREAR A R RNE R TEEEE, IRFCHULEMBTARER B IRA TR LA
217, HEBIEIFAEAXEDRE. Bk, A 5EERNEELKGE. BIERTRERNMNE—
FRELHEREAEE R, BRI ARIFE AR,

2. HERELSTHXRESHIEREE, MOBT RN, ROMEAAFRERERE. @
SR e RErT AR EITRE , sEBUEERFRUBEREIS AT LR T —H . X S B R B A 1A
LR, S rE, IR, CEBLERG. RiLRE. FLEER. SAZEHERGE
B. HFFEAESTHREREXEHEGE, FHEmihz XS EFRmRTHRE. ZEH—F
HE, MUBAERSTIRNERE ., £5. XE. B&E. A1, WG, FiENREE, X8R
RRAEBZRIERE, FTEEETAEXERIIZ.

3. WFAXEREIIGERMNEEETRMNKENEE. FREUFRE S MER ARG
5, MAXROLEENEERMYRORIAE ., —MFAREAMIZAROIAESATEES
K& ms, WHEBROMR— AN BIEETEMOIAIRE, m. A4S HERA
MIRIRAVAF XE? BHARERAR — LR RO AR E? ERA RS B MIRIERE D ? B
AT —/NA BB RRT B

4. FEEBITRERAMENE—FRNERER. BAEE —EMI IS,
B E —HER iz T, RATCABREX S S, BRIk, BEATiRgs. toan, “Fi
eBIMRA” HREB A B AR AN RAE S, B EEERARERSITE SR Z. filin, fE
FAVERICBRFE RS LEMRE A “BEHAT |, B0 AR SRS "™

5. WEASWAARMBHESIR. RMNBIEMNASFATE FRTRMADERR. 4
MEEEEBEERRES —~BERENXE ZEPX S, HMNEBEARBRE, HHLEER
[ LI

6. IFFERWIRITHE . EFELBIRRLHIEN HR . EREFRIEXLHE
7. RERTBRAEBMSATERIIZ T, BRI R, ([HRIRHIBEEFR,

7. FEEZNEHABH/EEF. 448, ESATEEZRBFET05 A& EX 5
BEEEL, EREXNSRPRZEINERE, WREABY, RATRSBEXNTER.

EARBHZI TR, BRDARXEFN— T FERERA IR, MR ESERIR R
BREFENFA IR, (B2, 7ERRF S AEP AR AR SR N S 1EVR%Z 2 REE.

viii



Contents H3%

Part I: Introduction 5|& |

Lesson |: The importance of good writing skills RIFE{EHEENEEY 3
Writing: a tool for success 3
Why students are not being prepared for college writing 3
Beware the pitfalls of academic-speak 3
Beware the salespeople 4
The real “secret” to acing the SAT essay 4

Lesson 2: The SAT Writing SATE{Eff 5

What does the SAT Writing test? 5

What's on the SAT Writing? 5

What is the experimental section? 6

What will | be asked to write about on the essay? 6

How is the essay scored? 6

How will colleges use the SAT Writing score! 7

Isn’t it true that Ernest Hemingway would have failed the SAT essay? 7

Don’t the essay graders give scores based primarily on length and number of paragraphs? 7
Will colleges see my SAT essay? 7

How is the overall Writing score determined? 7
Are some SATSs easier than others? 8
If | take the SAT, will | also have to take the SAT Il: Writing? 8

Part Il: The Essay SATHE XGE 9
Lesson 3: Lay the groundwork E#lMFEIAR 11

. Know what the readers are looking for 11
. Read good persuasive prose ||

. Learn to read like a writer 12

. Be specific 14

. Prepare with Source Summaries 15

. Practice 22

. Know the instructions 22

0 N O U1 A WM —

. Overcome perfectionism 22

Lesson 4: Analyze the writing task S#TSATE{E{E% 23

|. Give yourself time to think 23

2. Read the assignment carefully 23

3. Define your terms to show your point of view 23
4. Stay focused on the question 25



Contents

Lesson 5: Gather your ideas ¥IE#ik. WH 26

I. Brainstorm examples before picking a thesis 26
2. Keep your mind open 26

3. Choose specific examples 26

4. Choose interesting examples 27

5. Choose manageable examples 27

Lesson 6: Organize your essay ZHZ3553 29

I. Craft your thesis 29

2. Write a manageable outline 30
3. Connect your ideas logically 31
4. Play devil’s advocate 31

Lesson 7: Write the essay EX5{E 34

. Use natural language 34

. Use strong verbs 34

. Write with personality and intelligence 37
. Use personal and concrete nouns 38

. Minimize jargon and slang 38

. Eliminate wordiness 40

. Minimize prepositional phrases 40

0O NO UL b WN —

. Eliminate redundancy 40
. Don'’t state the obvious 41
10. Eliminate clichés 41

I'1. Connect your thoughts logically 43

N

12. Vary your sentence structure and length wisely 43
I3. Eliminate sentences to nowhere 44

[4. Choose your words carefully 44

I5. Explain but don’t overexplain 45

16. Leave your reader thinking 48

17. Don’t tell us what you’re doing—just do it 48
Answer Key 49

Lesson 8: Practice your essay writing skills SATIRIE{ELZS 51

|. Practice essays 51
2. Sample graded essays 66

Part lll: The Multiple-Choice Questions 2 I 73
Lesson 9: Improving sentences A]FX#E 75
I. How to attack Improving Sentences questions 75 .
2. Be careful 75
3. All else being equal, shorter is better 76
4. Check for danglers 76
5. Watch out for extra problems 77
Answer Key 79



Lesson 10: Identifying sentence errors iRBI$&i2&E 80

I. How to attack Identifying Sentence Errors questions 80

2. Make sure it’s a legitimate mistake 80

3. How to attack tough Identify Sentence Errors questions 8l
Answer Key 83

Lesson | I: Improving paragraphs EXEXi#E 84
I. How to attack Improving Paragraphs questions 84
2. Consider your attack options 85
Answer Key 87

Part IV: The Fundamental Rules of Grammar for Writing and Editing

B ESR BN EAE LN 89
Interlude: Keeping perspective IEFFIAIR—EiE%[EE 91

. Don’t sweat the small stuff 91

I
2. Don’t worry about who vs. whom 91
3. Don’t worry about split infinitives 91
4. Don’t worry about ending a sentence with a preposition 91
5. Don’t worry about starting a sentence with And, But, or Because 92
6. Don’t worry about starting sentences with adverbs like Hopefully or Clearly 92
7. Don’t worry about possessive antecedents 93
8. Don’t worry about that vs. which 93
9. Don’t worry too much about bad/badly and good/well 94
10. Don’t worry about disappearing thats 94

Contents

I'l. Don’t worry about disappearing words, as long as they are implied by parallelism 94

Lesson 12: The parts of speech ¥ 95

|. Words are what words do 95
2. Verbs—the sentence drivers 95
3. Nouns 96

4, Clauses 96

5. Pronouns 96

6. Prepositions 97

7. Prepositional phrases 97

8. Modifiers 97

9. Participles 98

Lesson 13: Subject-verb agreement FiESFHAEARR. ¥ EH—3 99

|. Subject-verb agreement 99

2. Inverted sentences 99

3. Intervening words 99

4. Tricky subjects 100

5. Trimming sentences 102

6. Tips for improving your essay 104

7. Tips for the multiple-choice questions 104
Answer Key 105

% 1



Contents

x1ii

Lesson 14: Parallelism E{T&4] 106

I. The law of parallelism 106

2. Infinitives and gerunds 106

3. Parallel constructions 107

4. Tip for improving your essay 108

5. Tip for the multiple-choice questions 108
Answer Key 109

Lesson 15: Comparison problems EbE:4EHg 110

I. lllogical comparisons 110
2. Check for countability: fewer/less, number/amount, and many/much
3. Check the number: more/most, between/among, and -er/-est 110

4. Number shift 111

5. Tip for improving your essay 112

6. Tip for the multiple-choice questions 112
Answer Key 113

Lesson 16: Pronoun problems i@ 114

. Pronoun-antecedent agreement |14

I

2. Missing or ambiguous antecedents |14
3. Pronoun consistency |15

4. Pronoun case |16

5. Subjective pronouns 116

6. Objective pronouns 116

7. Possessive pronouns |17

8. Reflexive pronouns |17

9. Tip for improving your essay |18
10. Tip for the multiple-choice questions 118
Answer Key 119

Lesson 17: Modifier problems {&{fiiZ 120

|. Dangling and misplaced participles 120

2. Other misplaced modifiers 122

3. Confusing adjectives and adverbs 124

4. Comparative adjectives and adverbs 124
5. Redundancy 125

6. Tip for improving your essay 126

7. Tip for the multiple-choice questions 126
Answer Key 127

Lesson 18: Tense and voice problems HIZSFIER 129

I. Tricky tenses 129

2. The perfect tenses 129

3. Verbs expressing ideas or works of art 130
4. The passive voice 132

5. Tip for improving your essay 132

6. Tips for the multiple-choice questions 132

110



Contents

Answer Key 133

Lesson 19: Idiom problems 3JiE 134

I. What is an idiom? 134

2. Watch your prepositions 134

3. Tip for improving your essay 134

4. Tip for the multiple-choice questions 134
Answer Key 136

Lesson 20: Mood problems iES 137

I. The subjunctive mood 137

2. Don’t overdo it 137

3. Watch your ifs 137

4. Tip for improving your essay 138

5. Tip for the multiple-choice questions 138
Answer Key 139

Lesson 21: Diction problems #£i7] 140

|. What is a diction error? 140

2. Common diction errors 140

3. Tip for improving your essay 142

4. Tip for the multiple-choice questions 142
Answer Key 143

Lesson 22: Irregular verbs A#MIZHiE 144

|. Past participles 144

2. Common irregular verbs 144

3. Tip for improving your essay 146

4. Tip for the multiple-choice questions 146
Answer Key 146

Lesson 23: Awkwardness and coordination RIFHIHME 147

I. Coordinating ideas 147

2. Run-on sentences 147

3. Using colons and semicolons 148

4. Tips for improving your essay 148

5. Tips for the multiple-choice questions 148
Answer Key 150

Part V: Three Practice Tests 2 EE{IRE 151

Practice Test | £E&## X1 153

Practice Test | Answer Key 168

Score Conversion Table 169

Practice Test | —Sample Essays 170
Practice Test | Detailed Answer Key 173

Xili



Contents

Practice Test 2 2EHEEPIKT2 177

Practice Test 2 Answer Key 192

Score Conversion Table 193

Practice Test 2—Sample Essays 194
Practice Test 2 Detailed Answer Key 197

Practice Test 3 £E&EHIXTEI 201

Practice Test 3 Answer Key 216

Score Conversion Table 217

Practice Test 3—Sample Essays 218
Practice Test 3 Detailed Answer Key 221

Vocabulary JA{[LEK 225

Xiv



Part |

Introduction 5|

Lesson |—The importance of good writing skills

RFEFREEMEES

Lesson 2—The SAT Writing SATE{EfR 4t






The importance of good writing skills

Lesson |—The importance of good writing skills RIFE{ERgEIEE Y

Writing: a tool for success

In a 2004 report by the National Commission on Writing,' executives at 102 major American companies employing
8 million people estimated that these companies spend over 3 billion dollars annually correcting writing deficien-
cies. “People unable to express themselves clearly in writing limit their opportunities,” said Bob Kerrey, former
U.S. senator, president of the New School University, and chairman of the Commission. The survey also concluded
that “people who cannot write and communicate clearly will not be hired and are unlikely to last long enough to be
considered for promotion.” According to Joseph M. Tucci, president and CEO of EMC Corporation, “one might
think that [because of technologies like grammar and spell checkers] the value of fundamental writing skills has di-
minished in the workplace, [but actually] the need to write clearly and quickly has never been more important than
in today’s highly competitive, technology-driven global economy.”

Colleges are no less adamant about the importance of good writing skills. In a 2003 College Board survey,? 1,044
college professors rated persuasive writing as the “most important” academic skill and as the “most often assigned”
means of evaluating students. However, this survey also indicated that high school students were not being ad-
equately prepared for the challenges of college writing. College professors consistently rated their students’ writing
skills substantially lower than high school teachers did, and assigned substantially more essays than did high school
teachers, who gave more multiple-choice tests. Furthermore, although teachers and professors rated practically all
of the grammar and usage skills included on the survey high in importance, the survey indicated that high school
classroom work did not focus on these skills.

Good writing ability, it seems, is a precious commodity. It is not surprising, then, that writing has now become a
very important part of the SAT. In a College Board survey, 74% of college admissions officers said that they would
use the SAT Writing in their admissions decisions, and 68% said that they would download and read their appli-
cants’ essays.

Why students are not being prepared for college writing

If business executives and college professors value writing skills so highly, why don’t high schools focus more in-
tensely on teaching good expository writing skills? There seem to be several reasons. First, teaching writing skills is
demanding and time-consuming. To do it well, teachers must first master the difficult art of clear and cogent writing
themselves. Then they must teach this art to their students. But most high school English teachers are responsible

for more than 100 students at a time, each of whom thinks and writes differently and so needs individualized instruc-
tion. Ever try to give useful feedback on 100 essays? It’s enormously taxing, if it’s possible at all. Second, many high
school English teachers consider themselves more teachers of literature than teachers of writing and grammar. They
prefer exploring the mind of Holden Caulfield to exploring the techniques of cogent writing. It’s hard to blame them;
Holden is a fun guy. Third, a small minority of teachers actually work against the goal of teaching good expository
writing skills.

Beware the pitfalls of academic-speak

Ironically, English teachers include not only some of the greatest champions of clear persuasive writing, but also some
of its greatest enemies. Some of my best friends —like me—are English teachers, but a small minority of us tend to
value empty and flowery writing over clear and logical writing. They prefer abstract, vague, and intellectual-sounding
language to straightforward expression, and assume that if an essay is hard to decipher, it must contain profound ideas.
Smart students usually figure out how to please such teachers; they learn to write floridly to get a good grade. On the
SAT, however, you don’t want to confuse pompous writing with good writing.

This situation arises when teachers confuse expository writing with literature. The purpose of literature —novels, sto-
ries, and poems—is to expand human experience by evoking emotions and thoughts in the reader through imagery and
other suggestive literary devices. The purpose of expository writing, on the other hand, is to instruct through clear and
logical prose. Good expository writing is always precise, but good literature is often deliberately imprecise.

! Writing: A Ticket to Work...or a Ticket Out, Report of the National Commission on Writing, September 2004.
2 Curriculum Survey on Reading and Writing, found at www.collegeboard.com/highered/ra/sat/sat_research.html. 3



The importance of good writing skills

Don’t try to make ideas seem more profound than they are; pretentions serve no good purpose in persuasive writing.
Denis Dutton, editor of Arts and Letters Daily, sponsors an annual Bad Writing Contest in which he solicits published
prose that epitomizes pompous and deliberately vague academic-speak. Here is an example.

This book was instigated by the Harvard Core Curriculum Report in 1978 and was intended to respond to what

I took to be an ominous educational reform initiative that, without naming it, would delegitimate the decisive, if
spontaneous, disclosure of the complicity of liberal American institutions of higher learning with the state’s brutal
conduct of the war in Vietnam and the consequent call for opening the university to meet the demands by hitherto
marginalized constituencies of American society for enfranchisement.

—William Spanos, The End of Education: Toward Posthumanism

Read this sentence over until you can decipher it. Be patient; it may take a few days. Surprisingly, this is not a casual
first draft. It is the final draft of the first sentence of a book written by an English professor. Good writers craft their
first sentences carefully to draw readers in. This sentence, it seems, has been crafted to keep readers out, or at least

to make them feel less brilliant than the author. Writers of such sentences often defend them by saying that profound
ideas require dense and difficult language. Untrue. Let me offer this revision.

The Harvard Core Curriculum Report of 1978 attempted to undermine the movement to reveal how American
universities contributed to atrocities in Vietnam, as well as the consequent movement to give disenfranchised
minorities more power in American universities. This ominous report deserves a critical response.

This revision conveys all of the relevant ideas lurking in the original sentence, but makes them accessible to
every intelligent reader. No thoughtful person can claim that the first version conveys more subtle reasoning
than the second. It doesn’t. It is merely more pompous and vague.

This example, and perhaps your own experience with some English teachers, might lead you to believe that
clear writing is not valued in college. Fortunately, only a small minority of professors value pompous writing
more than clearand cogent writing. Simply know that this minorityis out there, and avoid such professors if
you can. Even more fortunately, the SAT essay graders are trained to give higher marks to clear writing than
to pompous writing.

Good persuasive writing is clear, instructive, and respectful conversation, not an opportunity to show off.
The teachers who grade SAT essays are trained to reward clear and logical writing, not vague and pompous
writing.

Beware the salespeople

When you hear such thmgs, be careful Someumes the opinion comes from someone sellmg a test pleppmgtam.

In my 15 years of preparing hundreds of students to take the SAT Writing, I have learned to be very skeptical of
simple-sounding formulas. The SAT is a reasoning test. If you are serious about improving your SAT Writing score,
learn to think like a writer. My students have had a good deal of success with this approach, improving their scores,
on average, over 115 points on the Writing SAT alone. Success on the SAT is not simply a matter of memorizing some
tricks.

The real “secret” to acing the SAT essay

Those who scorehlghest on the SAT Writing are those who have leamned to think and fte_cleaﬂ , I

If you learn the craft of gathering, analyzing, and expressing your thoughts in writing, you will enjoy a great deal
more success in college and beyond. Oh, and you’ll ace the SAT Writing.



