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Abstract

With the acceleration of globalization and the advancing of modernization
China’s society is undergoing a deep-seated transformation, while the social val-
ue system is being reconstructed. It is in such a historical background when the
issue of people’ s self-realization gradually becomes the discourse of
domination. Therefore, the investigation into Marx and Engels’ self-realization
theory, in the hope of giving the corresponding contemporary explanations from
a perspective of historical materialism, is not only the need of theoretical re-
search, but also the requirement of social practices. The effort thus bears impor-
tant theoretical and practical significances of guidance for people to consciously
pursue self-realization.

Regarding self-realization as a subjective activity and its process aiming to
fully realize people’s essence, character and potential, this paper holds that
self-realization not only is a way of existence representing people’s value-pursuit
of self-perfection, but also reveals people’s beautiful yearn for moral ide-
al. Considering the fact that Marx and Engels’self-realization theory can find its
theoretical resources from various historical self-realization theories constructed
on basis of different humanity foundation, thinking modes and methodologies,
the carding and retrospect on the historical self-realization theories, therefore,
is regarded as the foundation of the whole paper. The pursuit of perfect virtue
and the investigation into deep structure of humanity in different self-realization
theories of both eastern and western culture traditions, will reveal people’s stud-
y and exploration of self-realization from different perspectives of ethics and psy-
chology. However, due to the absence of historical and practical dimensionali-
ties, these theories cannot escape from the flaw of abstraction and unilateraliza-

tion.
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This paper exerts great efforts on the Marx and Engel’s self-realization theo-
ry. On basis of the interpretation of Marx and Engels’classical texts regarding
self-realization, analysis of self-realization theory are made in two dimensionali-
ties of existential-ontology and axiology. Self-realiation is not only a practicial
question, but also an axiology question. The fact that human take practice as the
fundamental way of existence determines that, human will sl}lrely pursue self-re-
alization in the creative activities of objectivizati(‘)r"l and jusﬁfy themselves in the
cultural world; and establish individual value principles: and objectives in the
value universe between soul and material desire, egoism and altruism, people’
s revolution and individual’s freedom and full development. Theoretical research
aims to favor practice. On basis of the analysis on Marx and Engel’s self-realiza-
tion theory, this paper tries to give the contemporary interpretation of the main-
body structure and specific steps of self-realization. Special attentions are given
to the subjectivity’s self-realization process and objectivization and alienation,
communication, self-realization procedures and other specific steps.

In the visual field of historical materialism, the study of self-realization
theories in modern humanism is of vital importance for people to correctly under-
stand and master themselves. Based on the analysis of historical background and
theoretical origins of modern humanism, this paper attaches importance to the
self-realization theories of F. W. Nietasche, J. P. Sartre, A. Maslow and E.
Fromm. By comparing these theories to Marx and Engels’self-realization theory,
remarkable insights can be made into the achievements of modern western self-

realization theories as well as their limitations.

Key words: Historical materialism Marx and Engels Self-realization prac-

tice
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