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Abstract

Social justice is always one of the ultimate value orientations in
human society and is the basic logic too that leads human beings from
slavery to freedom and liberation. In modern countries, social justice
has its universal significance to each citizen as evidence that a nation
can only benefit its citizens and achieve its conscious and real
development with formulating the systems and frameworks in principles
of social justice.

Education equity, to be exact, is an important dimension and a
basic evidence as a specific perspective of social justice since education
is able to improve people’s living conditions and identities significantly.
Therefore , education equity provides the opportunities to break through
structural differences in the society and as one of the prerequisites,
offers possibilities to unlink the old relations of production and to create
a brand new personal development. It is generally believed that
education fairness is totally beyond a simple ideal of “ good society” .
It is an indicator of core values in a modern state and the responsibility
of the government as well because this equity enables social members to
enhance their abilities and skills to transcend their previous social
classes. In short, educational equity, to some extent, founds and
improves social justice.

Education fairness also has its corresponding evaluation contents

and index in social practice through the multidisciplinary investigations.
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The equity as the educational extension of social justice has three-fold
meanings , namely fair start, fair process and fair result. To be
specific, fair start refers to the respect and guarantee that everyone
enjoys the equal opportunity and right to be educated. Fair process
means to allow the educated has equal access to appropriate education
in accordance with their characteristics, and equitable sharing of
educational resources in the entire process. And fair result mainly
refers to the eventual equity that is ultimately reflected in the
achievements of students.

Education, a part of the government’s public service, goes with
the responsible governmental supply. Answers to the question of how to
determine the responsibility of a government in education should be
explored based on the differentiation of educational goals and stage
characteristics in economic development. From the perspective of
whether education has public demands, there are two categories of
education ; basic education as pure public goods and higher education
as quasi-public goods. The government has always been reasonably
involved due to the externalities in public education which cause
efficiency losses in both public and private supplies. And education in
governmentally financed schools is mandatorily supplied by the authority
of government and has already become a part of the public service.

The human capital theory suggests that people would invest
themselves to make the maximum value of their lifetime earnings. It is
to say that the value of lifetime income and gains of a person can be
achieved and maximized through the early investment in his/her
education. So education is surely a main form of investment in human
capital, which improves personal income, thereby affecting the
distribution of income in the society. From this point of view, the
education fairness is an important path to achieve social justice.
Besides , education is also a crucial factor in economic development
simply because it promotes economic growth through strengthening

people’s ability to deal with non-equilibrium. Education, what’s more ,
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can both raise the personal income and increase social benefits.
Generally , the returning rate of education, educational outreach,
educational distribution and income distribution have certain
correlations as evidence that these three effects working with exogenous
economic factors and institutional variables jointly result the income.
In order to improve the result of education in promoting the income
distribution , educational policies should focus on increasing returns to
education and expand the scale of higher education on one hand, and
ought to provide, more elementarily on the other, highly qualified
educational opportunities to the public, especially to those low-income
groups and disadvantaged people through an equal distribution.

All countries in the world believe that education is one of the most
crucial public services that the governments supply though they have
very different and diversified economies and management systems. Yet
it can be easily realized that most countries have quite similar and
coherent national policies in their compulsory, freely supplied and
nonprofit education, even in funding higher education and other
aspects. Financial input has always been an important source of
funding for national education and thereby demonstrates government
duties. And the increasing trend of co-taking investments, obligations
and responsibilities by the central and local governments for compulsory
education becomes clearer than ever. The shared financial
responsibilities show a gradual upward trend as well, which ensures
adequate funding for education. Take the financial responsibility in
higher education for example, the main methods are regulating and
supervising the university fees and expenses, and establishing a fair
and effective mechanism for student loans. To be accurate,
governmental fees for higher education has been clearly stipulated by
legislation. Information disclosure mechanism is borrowed to supervise
the use of university funding. And a national financial loan system to
students has also been established.

Through empirical and practical analysis of fiscal equity and fiscal
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neutrality in basic education, it is proved that provincial absolute gaps
in basic education finance in China are gradually expanding. However
the absolute difference in financial resources was minimal in elementary
education. It is also illustrated that the relative gap of educational
finance in each province has experienced a curvy drop after the initial
rise. In general, the ordinary elementary education enjoys the fairest
resources allocation and the best improvement. In less developed
provinces , difficulties in educational recourses allocation require
solutions still. The financial inputs are, to some extent, frequently
influenced by their financial uncertainty and unsustain ability.
However, the financial circumstances in elementary education have
been most greatly and significantly changed, which can be considered
as a vivid description and a success of compulsory equalization driven
by the central government. As for fiscal neutrality, finance for
elementary education enjoys the minimal impacts from the local fiscal
revenue. By contrast, money used in junior high school education has
the greatest and closest relationship with the local finance. The
economic and educational insufficiency in an area goes with
comparatively tight relations of education expenditure and the local
financial revenue. Conversely, the phenomena exist too.

It has been designed with the aim of equity for a rational
educational financial system that the compulsory education should focus
on solving the equalization of educational resources and higher
education should concentrate on equity in enrollment and its efficiency.
Compulsory education has the feature of being a “ pure public goods”
which requires a priority of national finance to keep the balance in the
public finance system and the compulsory education management
system. Inputs and investments of the compulsory primary are provided
by the central government and the local governments, therefore, they
should fulfill their commitments and responsibilities in education
management. For the serious imbalance of educational inputs caused by

the dual economic structure in China, the central government must
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