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Preface

The present resurgence of interest in Fashion Illustration and the current realisation by course leaders of fashion
textiles courses that strong drawing skills are essential to all students is a more than welcome development.
Hopefully it will remain more than a passing trend as most colleges of higher education now recognize the
importance of drawing (as opposed to the over use of photocopied or scanned second hand imagery) and currently
promote it as the core element of any fashion textiles course.

Drawing has been taught at Edinburgh College of Art since 1907 in fact the college was originally founded as a
drawing school and drawing as a core element of Fashion, Textiles and Costume at ECA has been taught in it’s
present form since 1999. Fortunately the production of a Drawing Portfolio is a requirement for degree assessment
at Edinburgh College of Art and this prerequisite means that students of the Fashion Textiles programme have
retained the ability to draw (life drawing is taught on a weekly basis to all year groups) and experiment with a
wide range of mark making and drawing techniques. Computers and CAD programmes are used to enhance lay
out, or develop personal drawing and mark making but can never replace the spontaneity of a hand drawn mark or

image.

[ have been teaching drawing to fashion, textiles and costume students for a number of years and throughout
this time I have regularly presented student work and represented Edinburgh College of Art in a professional
capacity at national and international exhibitions, where we have been fortunate to win numerous awards and
commendations for fashion illustration. The question I am asked most frequently at these exhibitions is ‘how
do you make your students draw?’ The answer is instil in them a passion for their chosen specialist area and
encourage them to develop their individual strengths in relation to drawing. To quote one of the most famous and

respected British fashion illustrators David Downton “you can never be too good at drawing”.

Robert Gillan
May 2012
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