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The numerous items of everyday
material culture that we employ in
housework, cleaning, cooking, office work
and entertainment are more than mere
disposable objects; in a sense, they represent
one of the ways for us to understand
the idiosyncratic lifestyles and traditions
of various places and peoples. A great
number of these household items and daily
necessities come from the handiwork of
anonymous craftsmen, who have learned

their skills through family

inheritance or apprenticeship. While a
majority of such craftsmen have been
integrated into the urban workforce as a
result of industrialization and economic
development, a few have retained their old
ways of artisanal working and continue
selling their products themselves.

120 selected items of everyday use,
currently available in Shanghai in one way
or another, are shown in this book through
photos and illustrations. The book also
includes interviews with a dozen craftsmen
living in Shanghai, who specialize in
bamboo, wood, straw, iron and cloth, in
order to portray and share the endeavors
of the craftsmen as a whole as well as the
intimate details of the lives in Shanghai.
Hopefully, this book will help to introduce
the ideas of environmental friendliness and
resource preservation to readers with a love
for life, to international designers looking
for novel concepts, and to people who care
about the development

of Shanghai.
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Each item shown in this book,
produced by manual labor and purchased

at a specific place and time, may differ

{24 F5

price; name

Pt Rk

material, §i7¢

from what you can find on the markets in
terms of price, name, design, color, size and
material. In case of discrepancies, what you
actually get shall prevail.

Some items shown in this book are
specific to certain seasons or festivals, and
they may not be available all year round.
Some items may not be allowed on certain
public transport vehicles.

The items in this book as well as their
relevant information are collected as of

2006 - 2013.
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¥1 a8 (4
red packet for gift
money (each)

4 paper, 17 x 9cm

In order to convey their good
wishes, people give out gift
money in these red packets,
e.g. the New Year’s money for
children, the gift money for
newlyweds, the bonus money

for employees, etc.




amboo ruler

bl)(); 3% 10cm

i




¥1 s ()

marble (each)
B glass, @1.5cm
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earpick

. f#
bamboo, cotton

16 x 2.5cm
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¥1.5 Fin
handkerchief
fil cotton

28 x 28cm

al
4.5%7X5.5cm




¥2 il
scrubbing brush

1. J¢ & bamboo, nylon
3.5%x11.5% 7cm

Often used for heavier clothes.
The Chinese characters made

of black nylon read “hygiene”.




